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MINUTES of the Regular Meeting of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield held on Monday, March 23, 2009 at 9:16 p.m. at the North Plainfield Community Center, 614 Greenbrook Road, North Plainfield, New Jersey.


PRESENT:


Council Members:
Mary H. Forbes





Lawrence La Ronde





Frank Righetti


                                    Douglas M. Singleterry


                                  
  Frank “Skip” Stabile, Council President



Also Present:
Michael Giordano Jr., Mayor

David E. Hollod, Business Administrator

Eric M. Bernstein, Esq., Borough Attorney

Richard K. Phoenix, RMC, Borough Clerk


ABSENT:


Council Members:
Robert E. Hitchcock (excused)






Everett Merrill (excused)


The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag was led by Mr. Righetti. 

Council President Stabile read the following Notice of Compliance:


"This is a Regular Meeting of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, scheduled by resolution of the Council adopted on January 1, 2009. Adequate notice of this meeting was given pursuant to N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq. by transmitting said notice to the Courier News and The Star-Ledger on January 2, 2009 and by posting a copy of this notice on the bulletin boards in the Municipal Building and the Memorial Library reserved for such purpose."


PUBLIC COMMENT:

Hal Hirsch, 74 Mercer Avenue, North Plainfield, expressed his disappointment in the amount of tax the Borough will receive from the outstanding tax that was owed on the Villa Maria property.  He continued that the amount accepted in the settlement would give a 64% tax savings to the developer who would contribute to devaluing the property owners by adding excess housing stock to an already burgeoning housing supply.  Accepting this settlement would send a negative message to the rest of the taxpayers.  Mr. Bernstein interjected that the total amount of money that could have been generated constituted the perfect storm.  He explained that the Borough will receive more money than it would have with litigation.  He also reminded that the numerous tax appeals that are being seen would all have to be defended.    


John Langenbach, 112 Jackson Avenue, North Plainfield, expressed his concern about the increase in the past six months of graffiti to the monument on the library property.  He congratulated Ms. Sherwood on her pending appointment as the Deputy Borough Clerk.  He advised that the Rescue Squad had come to his aid on several occasions and he was prepared to make a sizable donation to help enable them to reopen their doors on Wednesday.  


Tracy Peters, 495 Ayres Avenue, North Plainfield, commended the Council on all of the financial reporting they recommended to the Rescue Squad as she felt that it would benefit all involved.  She suggested that the Council recommend that the Rescue Squad receive several insurance quotes before settling on one, since she was concerned that the rate had dropped from $30,000 a year previously to $12,000 a year with the new company. 


Orlando Jerec, 74 Duer Street, North Plainfield, stated that he was a member of the Rescue Squad for 5 years and encouraged everyone to support them.


The Clerk had submitted copies of the minutes of the Joint Meeting of November 17, 2008.


Council President Stabile called for a Roll Call on the minutes of the Joint Meeting of November 17, 2008:

Ayes:
Forbes, Righetti, Singleterry, Stabile

Abstain:  La Ronde

APPOINTMENT BY COUNCIL REQUIRING COUNCIL CONFIRMATION:

DEPUTY BOROUGH CLERK:

STEPHANIE SHERWOOD


Mrs. Forbes presented the following resolution and moved its adoption:


RESOLUTION NO. 03-23-09-01  WHEREAS, there is a vacancy in the position of Deputy Borough Clerk, which is an annual appointment/reappointment of the Borough Council; and, 


WHEREAS, the Borough Council is interested in filling said vacant position to have a full compliment of employees in the Borough Clerk’s office; and,


WHEREAS, after considering candidates for the position of Deputy Borough Clerk, the Borough Council wishes to appoint Stephanie Sherwood to serve as Deputy Borough Clerk, effective April 1, 2009.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that by the Borough Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey that Stephanie Sherwood shall be appointed as Deputy Borough Clerk for the Borough of North Plainfield, effective April 1, 2009 for the annual appointment as Deputy Borough Clerk.


NOW, THEREFORE BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that any leave time Ms. Sherwood has accumulated working for the Borough shall be carried over to this new position; however, the cap of such accumulation is governed by the provisions for exempt employees as amended by the Borough.  Additionally, Ms. Sherwood’s benefits/insurance contributions/leave time and other related matters shall be governed by these provisions involving exempt employees.  Ms. Sherwood’s compensation, for said position, shall be, for calendar year 2009, $41,000.00 and she shall not be entitled to any raise in compensation for calendar year 2009 due to her appointment and her waiver of any such eligibility for a raise for calendar year 2009.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Ms. Sherwood shall be entitled to reimbursement for any clerk’s courses she attends on behalf of the Borough for the position of Deputy Clerk, subject to her successful completion/passing of the course(s) she attends.

Seconded by Mr. Righetti and carried with all five voting aye.

Mayor Giordano administered the Oath of Office to Ms. Sherwood.

Mr. Bernstein requested that Resolution 03-23-09-05h be amended to read:

“will be excluded for the purpose of discussion on negotiations and attorney/client privilege.”

He asked that the order of business be adopted to permit the calling of an executive session for discussion on an attorney/client privilege matter that requires the presence of Mr. DeBlasio and Mr. Morrison.

Mr. Righetti moved, seconded by Mr. La Ronde with Roll Call as follows:

Ayes:  La Ronde, Righetti, Singleterry, Stabile

Abstain:  Forbes


Motion carried 4-0-1.


Further, Mr. Bernstein said that this closed session would be brief, that the meeting could then be resumed with the balance of the executive session matters taken up at a latter point in the meeting.

Council President Stabile called for a recess at 9:37 p.m.

EXECUTIVE SESSION

Motion to come out of Executive Session by Mr. Righetti, seconded by Mr. La Ronde and carried unanimously.   On Roll Call carried, all five voting aye.

Council President Stabile reconvened the meeting at 9:45 p.m. with all five council members present at the beginning of the meeting still present. 

Mr. Bernstein explained that the Executive Session consisted of a brief discussion regarding attorney/client privilege with Messrs. DeBlasio and Morrison regarding budget implementation and an edict from the State.  Counsel advised that no further action would be taken for the time being on this topic and that the session regarding negotiations would be convened later this evening.


HEARING:


ORDINANCE NO. 09-02  AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF NORTH PLAINFIELD, APPROVING THE CERTIFICATE OF TERMINATION OF THE NORTH PLAINFIELD PARKING AUTHORITY


The Clerk read the Ordinance by its title.


PUBLIC COMMENT:  


John Langenbach, 112 Jackson Avenue, North Plainfield, questioned if the Parking Authority employees will be joined with the Traffic Division of the Police Department.  Mr. Hollod explained that they will be a part of the Police Department.  Mr. Langenbach questioned who will do the maintenance of the meters and the collections.  Mr. Hollod said that Public Works would do the maintenance, but the Police Department will do the collections; he also stated that the Parking Authority employees would be given the option to stay on as Borough employees. 


Motion to close Public Comment by Mr. Righetti, seconded by Mr. La Ronde and on Roll Call carried all five voting aye.


Mr. Singleterry presented the following resolution and moved its adoption:


RESOLUTION NO. 03-23-09-02  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that an ordinance numbered 09-02 be adopted and advertised as required by statute.


Seconded by Mr. Righetti and on Roll Call carried all five voting aye.


Mr. Bernstein advised Council President Stabile that Resolutions 03-23-09-03 and 03-23-09-04 will be carried and placed on a subsequent agenda, pursuant to their previous discussion.

CONSENT AGENDA
Council President Stabile stated that all matters listed on the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine in nature and will be approved by one motion.  There will be no separate discussion of these items.  If any discussion is desired by Council, that particular item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and will be considered separately.

Mrs. Forbes requested that item “i” be removed for a separate vote.


Mrs. Forbes presented the following resolution and moved its adoption:


RESOLUTION NO. 03-23-09-05 BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that resolutions numbered

03-23-09-05a, b, c, d, e, f, and g

having been placed on the Consent Agenda and there having been no objection thereto, the same are hereby approved.


Seconded by Mr. Singleterry and on Roll Call carried all five voting aye.

APPROVED RESOLUTIONS:

RESOLUTION NO. 03-23-09-05a  WHEREAS, the Borough Council has previously adopted Bylaws regarding the governing of Council meetings, including the position of a public comment session at said meeting; and,


WHEREAS, Rule 28 of said Bylaws allows for the amendment of said Bylaws at a regular Council meeting and the Council wishes to amend its Bylaws, most notably Rule 29; and,


WHEREAS, Rule 29 of said Bylaws establishes the positioning of public comments at Board of Health, Council agenda and regular Council meetings; and,


WHEREAS, the Borough Council wishes to amend its previous public portion designation to allow for one (1) public comment period at the beginning of the Council agenda session and one (1) at the end of the regular Council meeting.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Borough Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey that Rule 29 of the Council Bylaws be and are hereby amended to allow for a public comment portion at the beginning of Council agenda meetings and at the end of the Borough Council regular meetings before comments by Mayor and Administration and Council members themselves and the Bylaws should be amended to reflect said change.

RESOLUTION NO. 03-23-09-05b  RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF NORTH PLAINFIELD AUTHORIZING ADDITIONAL SERVICES BY BIRDSALL SERVICES GROUP RELATING TO THE LIBRARY HVAC/ROOF IMPROVEMENT PROJECT


WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield entered into a contract with Birdsall Services Group for professional services related to the Borough of North Plainfield Library HVAC/Roof Improvement project; and,


WHEREAS, Birdsall Services Group has performed services relative to the Borough of North Plainfield Library HVAC/Roof Improvements project; and,


WHEREAS, Birdsall Services Group has submitted a Work Authorization Form, dated March 13, 2009, for additional work related to replacement of the existing fire alarm system in the amount of Four Thousand Five Hundred Dollars ($4,500.00); and,


WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield has determined that such additional services are justified and necessary in order to complete the project.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Borough Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey hereby authorizes Birdsall Services Group to perform additional services relative to the Borough of North Plainfield Library HVAC/Roof Improvement project, as set forth on the Work Authorization Form dated March 13, 2009, which additional services amount to Four Thousand Five Hundred Dollars ($4,500.00) more than the original contract amount and the Mayor and Borough Clerk are authorized to execute all necessary documents to effectuate this Resolution.
RESOLUTION NO. 03-23-09-05c  WHEREAS, the County of Somerset has prepared a contract which would provide $17,420.00 to the Borough of North Plainfield for the provision of Municipal Alliance activities for prevention of alcoholism and drug abuse, and the Borough would provide a 75% match of $ 13,065.00 of in-kind services and a 25% cash match of $4,355.00 will be raised by the Municipal Alliance Committee or provided by the municipality, and a copy of the proposed agreement is on file in the office of the Borough Clerk.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that it hereby authorizes the Mayor and Borough Clerk to sign the original of this agreement.


RESOLUTION NO. 03-23-09-05d  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that it does hereby authorize the issuance of licenses to drive a taxicab for calendar year 2009, pursuant to N.P.R.G.O. 4-1 et seq., to the following in accordance with the applications heretofore submitted:


Tania Alvarado




Franklin P. Parra-Reinoso


402 East 6th Street




13-17 West 4th Street


Plainfield, NJ  07060




Plainfield, NJ  07063


Indira N. Menjivar




Edwin S. Perdomo


130 West Front Street, Apt. 308


810 West 7th Street


Plainfield, NJ  07060




Plainfield, NJ  07063

Juan P. Yanez

1052 Field Avenue

Plainfield, NJ  07060


RESOLUTION NO. 03-23-09-05e  RESOLUTION IN RECOGNITION OF COMMUNITY EMERGENCY RESPONSE TEAM (CERT) PROGRAM

WHEREAS,  Community Emergency Response Team (CERT), is a concept developed in 1985 recognizing that citizens would very likely be on their own in the early stages of a catastrophic disaster; and


WHEREAS, teams were created to provide vital services to supplement emergency responders; and


WHEREAS, a CERT has been organized in the Borough of North Plainfield offering 20 hours of instruction to residents and other citizens who work in the Borough, covering eight segments of emergency preparedness, by emergency responders from the North Plainfield community; and

WHEREAS, this training will prepare participants for disaster enabling them to protect and administer to their families and themselves should a disastrous situation arise;  and


WHEREAS, CERT is a voluntary, segmented program whereby participants can avail themselves of some of the instruction or a full program that would prepare them to assist emergency responders in a catastrophic disaster and/or large scale event solely under the direction of the Borough’s Emergency Management Coordinator.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield does hereby recognize the benefits of this program; applauds the efforts of the citizens of North Plainfield participating in CERT; recognizes the dedication of the voluntary emergency responders who formed this program; and, fully supports a program that will preserve the health and welfare of the residents of North Plainfield.


RESOLUTION NO. 03-23-09-05f  WHEREAS, the following organizations have been issued identification numbers by the New Jersey Legalized Games of Chance Control Commission and have submitted applications to conduct raffles; and


WHEREAS, investigation has shown that these organizations meet the requirements for the issuance of raffles licenses;


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Clerk be and is hereby authorized to issue raffle licenses to the following:

West End School PTA

447 Greenbrook Road, North Plainfield

On-premises 50-50 cash raffle – RL #1049

March 25, 2009, 6:00 – 9:00 p.m.

34 Wilson Avenue, North Plainfield

Stony Brook School PTA

269 Grove Street, North Plainfield

On-premises 50-50 cash raffle – RL #1050

May 1, 2009, 4:00 – 9:00 p.m.

269 Grove Street, North Plainfield

On-premises merchandise raffle – RL #1051

May 1, 2009, 4:00 – 9:00 p.m.

269 Grove Street, North Plainfield

RESOLUTION NO. 03-23-09-05g  BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, that the Borough Treasurer is authorized to make the following refunds:

Tax Sale Certificate


Amount

Lienholder

Block 203.04 Lot 22


$  1,396.71

James Pilewski

Certificate #06-00126





346 South Avenue









Fanwood, NJ  07023

Block 80 Lot 10


$  1,209.56

72 Oak Street Holding

Certificate #07-00058 




P.O. Box 653









Montvale, NJ  07645

Block 97 Lot 21


$     119.07   

George B. Shrier

Certificate #08-00095





P.O. Box 16












201 South 2nd Avenue









Highland Park, NJ  08904

Block 17.02 Lot 14





George B. Shrier

Certificate #07-00031


$     216.40

Certificate #08-00032


$     267.63







Block 146 Lot 9


$     760.14

George B. Shrier

Certificate #07-00095






Block 45 Lot 29


$     249.74

Herbert Sehgel

Certificate #08-00049





P.O. Box 284









Kingston, NJ  08528


Mrs. Forbes presented the following resolution and moved its adoption:

RESOLUTION NO. 03-23-09-05i  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that the attached bills of the accounts named and for the amounts stated, having been duly audited and found to be correct as of the 23rd day of March, 2009, the same be paid; and that the Mayor and Chief Financial Officer are hereby authorized to sign and deliver warrants for the same.

Seconded by Mr. Righetti with Roll Call as follows:


Ayes:  La Ronde, Righetti, Singleterry, Stabile


Abstain:  Forbes


Resolution carried 4-0-1.

REPORTS 2008:  
Rescue Squad Annual (re-submitted)

REPORTS 2009:

Department of Health, February Activity Report 

COMMUNICATIONS:

	Eric M. Bernstein, L.L.C.

Warren, NJ
	Re:  Watchung Hills at North Plainfield, LLC (Tax Appeal)

	Laureen B. Fellin, RMC, Borough Clerk of Watchung
	Re:  Ordinance Codifying the Land Development Ordinance of the Borough of Watchung

	Rutgers, the State University of NJ

Piscataway, NJ
	Re:  Advanced Leadership Development Program

	Sen. Frank R. Lautenberg


	Re:  County to host Sen. Lautenberg’s Mobile Constituent Services Staff

	Joseph M. Zidek

Parsippany, NJ
	Re:  Auction Division of Coldwell Banker, Residential Brokerage

	CMX

Parsippany, NJ
	Re:  Notification of Application for Wetlands General Permit #6

	Tina Totten

North Plainfield, NJ
	Re:  Notice of Green Brook Flood Control Commission meeting on March 4, 2009



	Plainfield Area Regional Sewerage Authority

Middlesex, NJ
	Re:  Minutes of their February 5, 2009 meeting 

	Martin Greenblatt

North Plainfield, NJ
	Re:  Superior Court of NJ Law Division-Somerset County Civil Action-In Lieu of Prerogative Writ Complaint

	Debra A. Secola, Tax Administrator
	Re:  Preliminary Equalization Table, County of Somerset for the Year 2009

	Somerset County Governing Officials Association

Somerville, NJ
	Re:  Notice of meeting March 11, 2009

	Somerset County Planning Board

Somerville, NJ
	Re:  Somerset County Planning Board Planning Chair Breakfast 

	NJ Department of Community Affairs

Trenton, NJ
	Re:  Smart Future 2004 Grant 

	
	Re:  CY 2009 Extraordinary Municipal Aid Program

	NJ Council on Affordable Housing

Trenton, NJ
	Re:  Letter acknowledging receipt of North Plainfield’s petition for substantive certification of the Borough’s Housing Element and Fair Share Plan

	NJ League of Municipalities 
	Re:  2009 Housing Summit

	
	Re:  March 2009 Seminars

	
	Re:  NJLM Legislative Recap

	
	Re:  NJLM Sustainable Jersey Goes Live

	
	Re:  Seminar March 27, 2009

	
	Re:  NJLM Educational Foundation’s 2009 Housing Summit March 31, 2009

	
	Re:  Health Insurance Seminar 

	
	Re:  Cost Saving Ideas

	
	Re:  NJLM Labor Counsel Update

	
	Re:  Five Mayor’s Letters 

	
	Re:  Housing Summit Registration

	
	Re:  Municipal Library Contribution Relief

	
	Re:  Five Mayors Letters 

	
	Re:  Two Mayors Letters

	Somerset County Board of Chosen Freeholders
	Re:  County to participate in National Consumer Protection Week

	
	Re:  Saturday Recycling Drop-off March 7

	
	Re:  Freeholders to Celebrate ‘Read Across America’ Day with Local Students

	
	Re:  Outstanding Women Release with link to photos

	
	Re:  Public Hearing March 17 on County Budget 

	
	Re:  NJTPA Mobility Plan- March 9 Presentation 

	
	Re:  Transportation, Senior Centers Closed Due to Snow 

	
	Re:  Performers Sought for ‘Senior Stars on Parade’ Talent Show

	Somerset County Cultural & Heritage Commission
	Re:  Make Reservations by March 16 for Gala Centennial Dinner 

	Henry I. Schanzer

Edison, NJ
	Re:  The State of New Jersey vs Martha Greenblatt

	Sudhir and Smith Shah

North Plainfield, NJ
	Re:  Petition of Appeal

	Bharat and Malini Shah

North Plainfield, NJ
	Re:  Petition of Appeal

	Giuseppe Abrusci

Watchung, NJ
	Re:  Petition of Appeal

	Edith Delman

North Plainfield, NJ
	Re:  Petition of Appeal

	LPB Associates
	Re:  Petition of Appeal

	952 Rt. 22 Investors, LLC
	Re:  Petition of Appeal

	Reinaldo and Hilda Ponce

North Plainfield, NJ
	Re:  Petition of Appeal

	James K. Barrett

North Plainfield, NJ
	Re:  Petition of Appeal 

	Frank N. D’Amore

North Plainfield, NJ
	Re:  March 11th Meeting

	James S. McGarry, Jr.

North Plainfield, NJ
	Re:  Information on the City of Boston’s Ordinance to maintain abandoned, foreclosed residential properties


REQUESTS FOR AGENDA ITEMS:

Mrs. Forbes suggested another joint meeting.  She also questioned the impact all of the foreclosures have had on the Borough.

Mr. La Ronde would like an update on Plainfield Area Humane Society to see if  their license was now in good standing.

Mr. Singleterry posed a discussion on the re-zoning of Watchung Avenue for mixed use.  

PUBLIC COMMENT:  
Tracy Peters, 495 Ayres Avenue, North Plainfield, stated that she is very excited to have had two Public Comment sessions at this meeting.  She will miss the Public Comment session at the beginning of regular meetings, as this was an opportune time for comments about the Agenda Conference.

Hal Hirsch, 74 Mercer Avenue, North Plainfield, thanked Mr. Bernstein for his response about the Villa Maria property taxes.  He commended the Council on their suggestions for monthly reports from the Rescue Squad, as well as doling out money to them one month at a time.

John Langenbach, 112 Jackson Avenue, North Plainfield, questioned the gasoline expenses for both EMS and the Rescue Squad for transporting to JFK and Somerset now that Muhlenberg is virtually closed down.  He feels the added mileage is just one of the problems the Rescue Squad is facing now. 

COMMENTS BY MAYOR, ADMINISTRATOR AND COUNCIL MEMBERS:

Mayor Giordano thanked the Fire Department for the St. Baldrick’s event this past weekend.  He noted that one girl had her head shaved in honor of her cancer survivor sister which was very touching.  He then stated that although the Fire Department does bill for EMS services, they only collect what the insurance pays; therefore, if a patient does not have insurance, nothing is collected.  

Mrs. Forbes commented that the Rescue Squad only covers nights and weekends, therefore, she commended the Fire Department for covering all other times.  She thanked Stephanie Sherwood for the job she has done so far in the Clerk’s office and congratulated her on her new position.  

Mr. Singleterry suggested a discussion with the Rescue Squad about a possible restructuring of their organization which would enable them to bill patients.  He also wished to welcome Ms. Sherwood as the new Deputy Clerk.     

Mr. Stabile also welcomed Ms. Sherwood as the new Deputy Clerk.  He expressed his pleasure with Ms. Sherwood being a Borough resident and feels there is now a finely well-oiled machine in the Clerk’s Office. 

Council President Stabile called for a recess at 10:13.

EXECUTIVE SESSION.

Motion to come out of Executive Session by Mr. Righetti, seconded by Mr. La Ronde and carried unanimously.  

Council President Stabile reconvened the meeting at 11:04 p.m. with all five council members present at the beginning of the meeting still present.  

Mr. Bernstein advised that in Executive Session, all council members present at the beginning of the Regular Meeting had been in attendance as well as the Mayor, the Borough Administrator, the Borough Attorney and the Borough Clerk.  A discussion took place regarding the possible resolution of the contract between IAFF Local 2958 and the Borough.  The Council has given the Mayor directions relative to the matter.  No further formal action is required at this time.

Motion to adjourn by Mr. La Ronde, seconded by Mrs. Forbes and carried unanimously.


Meeting adjourned at 11:05 p.m.







Borough Clerk

Council President


3/23/09


