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MINUTES of the Agenda Conference of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield held on Monday, June 22, 2009 at 7:39 p.m. at the North Plainfield Community Center, 614 Greenbrook Road, North Plainfield, New Jersey.


PRESENT:


Council Members:
Mary H. Forbes





Robert E. Hitchcock

Lawrence La Ronde

Everett Merrill (7:45 p.m.)





Frank Righetti





Douglas M. Singleterry





Frank “Skip” Stabile, Council President


Also Present:

Mayor Michael Giordano, Jr

David E. Hollod, Business Administrator

Patrick DeBlasio, CFO


Eric M. Bernstein, Esq., Borough Attorney





Richard K. Phoenix, RMC, Borough Clerk


The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag was led by Council President Stabile.


Council President Stabile requested a moment of silence for the men and women serving in our Armed Forces.


Council President Stabile read the following Notice of Compliance:


"This is an Agenda Meeting of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, scheduled by resolution of the Council adopted on January 1, 2009.  Adequate notice of this meeting was given pursuant to N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq. by transmitting said notice to the Courier News and The Star-Ledger on January 2, 2009 and by posting a copy of this notice on the bulletin boards in the Municipal Building and Memorial Library reserved for such purpose."


Council President Stabile requested that everyone shut off their cell phones during the meeting.

PUBLIC COMMENT:  

Frank D’Amore, 40 Willow Avenue, North Plainfield, inquired about the status of his suggestion for a uniform procedure for reporting off-hour illegal construction.


NEW BUSINESS:

1.
Authorizing the Borough of North Plainfield Tax Collector to Prepare and Mail Estimated Tax Bills in Accordance with P.L. 1994 C. 72 – D.E.H.  Mr. Hollod explained that due to the state’s late budget timetable, the town’s budget adoption had been delayed.  It is not yet known what sort of Extraordinary Aid the Borough will receive.  There needs to be action from the Governing Body to permit the preparation and sending of the estimated tax bills.  Mrs. Forbes and Mr. Singleterry asked if there were assurances that the town would receive state aid, and Mr. DeBlasio assured that the town’s property tax burden would decrease with state aid, the same as it had done last year.
2.
Maintenance of properties owned by banks/lending institutions – M.G.  The Mayor advised that Mr. Bernstein would reply to any questions that might arise regarding the draft ordinance.  Mr. Stabile referenced a model ordinance on the topic from Middlesex Borough, while Mr. Hitchcock asked about the Borough’s recourse if the bank involved in a foreclosure fails to maintain a property.  He wanted to know if the town would apply a property lien and send Public Works out for clean-up.   Mrs. Forbes, acknowledging that the model seemed comprehensive, remarked that more foreclosure notices remain an everyday occurrence.  Mr. Singleterry agreed that such an ordinance is a good idea, while Mr. Merrill questioned if there were a grace period on property maintenance.  Mr. Bernstein explained that the ordinance contains a six-month provision having to do with abandoned property provisions already on the books.  Reference is made to a “public officer,” which is meant to be broad and can be any number of individuals.  On consensus, Council expressed its agreement with the draft ordinance.


OLD BUSINESS:

1.
Rescue Squad financial reports – M.F.  Stephen Phillips, Rescue Squad Treasurer was present.  Mrs. Forbes requested more specifics and finer details on the Squad’s finances, more specifically, the listing of revenues, sources and if the sources were one-time or repeatable.  Expenses, she said, were more clearly stated, but there was no month-to-month carryover expressed.  There seemed to be a major unidentified infusion of cash.


Mr. Phillips explained that they were month-to-month figures according to bank balances, and that he could provide a copy of the January report.


Mr. Hitchcock suggested that the CFO provide some guidance, and Mr. Phillips advised that they were currently using QuickBooks reports with profit-and-loss.  Mr. Hitchcock suggested that Mr. DeBlasio be consulted.  Mr. La Ronde confirmed that there were some decent QuickBooks reports that could be generated.  Mr. Stabile asked that Mr. Phillips reach out to him as well, to which the treasurer agreed.  

2.
Satellite dish ordinance revision regarding historic homes – F.S.S.  Mr. Hitchcock advised that the topic was on the Historic Preservation Commission’s list of many things-to-do this year.  They will bring it forward for consideration; nevertheless, he cautioned that there are first amendment issues to be considered in such legislation.


REPORTS OF BOARDS, COMMITTEES, COMMISSIONS:
Mrs. Forbes advised that the State Department of Education reported that the schools have had two consecutive years of progress and are now on a satisfactory level with the rest of the county. 

Mr. Hitchcock reported that the Shade Tree Advisory Board handed out fir seedlings at the Street Fair.  The Historic Preservation Commission dealt with illegal weekend construction, the Police Department was notified and brought Jim Rodino to enforce the situation. 

Mr. Singleterry announced that the STEP program has begun and meets every Tuesday and Thursday from 6:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.

Mr. Stabile reported that the Street Fair went very well despite the weather; only 

3½ hours in before the rain began.  He reported there was nice crowd diversity, better food and beverage sales this year, and better music, too.

Motion to adjourn by Mr. Hitchcock, seconded by Mr. Merrill and carried unanimously.


Meeting adjourned at 8:03 p.m.
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