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MINUTES of the Agenda Conference of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield held on Monday, September 14, 2009 at 7:32 p.m. at the North Plainfield Community Center, 614 Greenbrook Road, North Plainfield, New Jersey.


PRESENT:


Council Members:
Mary H. Forbes





Robert E. Hitchcock, Council Vice President

Lawrence La Ronde

Everett Merrill 






Frank Righetti





Douglas M. Singleterry


Also Present:

Mayor Michael Giordano, Jr

David E. Hollod, Business Administrator

Wendy Wiebalk, Esq., Borough Attorney





Richard K. Phoenix, RMC, Borough Clerk


ABSENT:


Council President:
Frank “Skip” Stabile (excused)


The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag was led by Mr. La Ronde 


Council Vice President Hitchcock requested a moment of silence for the men and women serving in our Armed Forces.


Council Vice President Hitchcock read the following Notice of Compliance:


"This is an Agenda Meeting of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, scheduled by resolution of the Council adopted on January 1, 2009.  Adequate notice of this meeting was given pursuant to N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq. by transmitting said notice to the Courier News and The Star-Ledger on January 2, 2009 and by posting a copy of this notice on the bulletin boards in the Municipal Building and Memorial Library reserved for such purpose."


Council Vice President Hitchcock respectfully requested that everyone shut off their cell phones during the meeting.

PUBLIC COMMENT:  

No comments.

NEW BUSINESS:

1.
Wells Road Sanitary Sewer Replacement – Proposal for Professional Engineering Services – D.E.H.   Mr. Hollod described the Wells Road Sanitary Sewer Replacement Project as proposed.  It is being funded by a $69,000.00 Community Development Block Grant and monies from the general engineering services budget.  It will be complete in a matter of weeks.  On consensus, Council indicated its agreement.
2.
Proposal for Professional Services – Vermeule Mansion Roof Drainage – D.E.H.   Mr. Hitchcock described roof drainage problems stemming from the historically accurate and maintained yankee gutter system on the mansion.  He said that Mr. Ciampa had advised of a persistent icing problem on the ground creating hazardous conditions in the wintertime.  Mr. Hollod explained that the engineers had made a $1,150.00 proposal for their design work, and the construction would be done in-house.   Mr. Hitchcock added that the square footage would determine whether a dry well or gravel trench at the back of the mansion were employed.  On consensus, the Council was in favor.
3.
Proposal for Professional Services – Municipal Stormwater Mapping – D.E.H.  Mr. Hollod described the project, involving inlets, manholes and outfalls, all of which will be updated comprehensively in compliance with the stormwater management permit.  An electronic map will be yielded by the project, which is important due to the town’s flooding history.   He said that monies were available in the 2009 capital bond ordinance for mapping.  There was consensus on proposal number two.

Regarding proposal number three, there are known problem areas, but an opportunity such as this to do an in-depth investigation would be worthwhile according to Mr. Hollod.  Mr. Hitchcock recalled that the NJDOT (State Dept. of Transportation) had wanted stormwaters to drain down the Crab Brook and he found that questionable.  On consensus, the Council indicated its approval with Mr. Hitchcock dissenting.
4.
Proposal for Professional Services – 2009 Capital Road Program – D.E.H.  Saying that total costs would run $162,000.00, Mr. Hollod termed this a good time to get projects out on the streets, economically speaking.  Mr. Merrill asked if it would be done simultaneously, and Mr. Hollod confirmed that it was likely.  They will bid in the spring of 2010, and the sewers will also be televised.  Mayor Giordano commented on the Jefferson Avenue project.  The wintertime icing problem continues.  Mr. Hitchcock suggested that the Jefferson and Ridge area be deferred due to anticipated truck traffic from the Villa Maria site.  On consensus, Council was in favor.

REPORTS OF BOARDS, COMMITTEES, COMMISSIONS:
Mrs. Forbes advised that the School Board had received its letter of certification.  The schools are also involved in a national football program with study halls to help athletes.   

Mr. Hitchcock said that Historic Preservation would meet tomorrow, and they would discuss bluestone leveling in the historic district.  The average cost is anticipated to be $30,000.00.

Motion to adjourn by Mr. La Ronde, seconded by Mr. Merrill and carried unanimously.


Meeting adjourned at 9:24 p.m.







Borough Clerk

Council Vice President
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