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MINUTES of the Regular Meeting of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield held on Monday, September 28, 2009 at 7:50 p.m. at the North Plainfield Community Center, 614 Greenbrook Road, North Plainfield, New Jersey.


PRESENT:


Council Members:
Mary H. Forbes





Robert E. Hitchcock





Lawrence La Ronde





Everett Merrill 





Frank Righetti


                                    Douglas M. Singleterry


                                    Frank “Skip” Stabile, Council President 
           



Also Present:
Michael Giordano Jr., Mayor

David E. Hollod, Business Administrator

Wendy Wiebalk, Esq., Borough Attorney

Richard K. Phoenix, RMC, Borough Clerk

The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag was led by Mrs. Forbes.

Council President Stabile read the following Notice of Compliance:


"This is a Regular Meeting of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, scheduled by resolution of the Council adopted on January 1, 2009. Adequate notice of this meeting was given pursuant to N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq. by transmitting said notice to the Courier News and The Star-Ledger on January 2, 2009 and by posting a copy of this notice on the bulletin boards in the Municipal Building and the Memorial Library reserved for such purpose."


The Clerk had submitted copies of the minutes of the Agenda Conference and Regular Meetings of February 9, 2009; and the Agenda Conference and Regular Meetings of February 23, 2009.


Council President Stabile called for a Roll Call on the minutes:


Agenda Conference and Regular Meeting of February 9, 2009:  All seven voted aye.


Agenda Conference and Regular Meeting of February 23, 2009:  All seven voted aye. 

CONSENT AGENDA
Council President Stabile stated that all matters listed on the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine in nature and will be approved by one motion.  There will be no separate discussion of these items.  If any discussion is desired by Council, that particular item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and will be considered separately.

Mrs. Forbes requested that item “j” be removed for a separate vote.


Mrs. Forbes presented the following resolution and moved its adoption:


RESOLUTION NO. 09-28-09-01 BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that resolutions numbered

09-28-09-01b, c, d, e, f, g, h, i, and k 

having been placed on the Consent Agenda and there having been no objection thereto, the same are hereby approved.


Seconded by Mr. Hitchcock and on Roll Call carried all seven voting aye.

APPROVED RESOLUTIONS:
RESOLUTION NO. 09-28-09-01b  RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF NORTH PLAINFIELD AUTHORIZING APPRAISAL AND OTHER TAX APPEAL SERVICES BY TIMOTHY HOFFMAN, CTA

WHEREAS, there are currently two (2) tax appeals pending before the Tax Court for tax years 2008 and 2009 involving the properties known as Block 157, Lot 14 and Block 58, Lot 23; and,

WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield requires the services of a real estate expert to review the appeals for potential settlement and prepare an appraisal of each property for purposes of trial; and,

WHEREAS, Timothy Hoffman, CTA has submitted a proposal to perform the above-referenced  review and appraisal services for both properties for the sum of Five Thousand Six Hundred Fifty Dollars ($5,650.00); and,

WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield has used Timothy Hoffman’s services in the past and believes that his proposal is reasonable and competitive and wishes to use such services with respect to the two (2) tax appeals at issue.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Borough Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey hereby accepts the proposal of Timothy Hoffman, CTA to perform review and appraisal services for the tax appeals involving Block 157, Lot 14 and Block 58, Lot 23 for tax years 2008 and 2009 for the sum of Five Thousand Six Hundred Fifty Dollars ($5,650.00) and the Mayor and Borough Clerk be and are hereby authorized to execute all documents relevant to this service.


RESOLUTION NO. 09-28-09-01c  RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF NORTH PLAINFIELD AUTHORIZING ADDITIONAL SERVICES BY BIRDSALL SERVICES GROUP RELATING TO THE ROCKVIEW AVENUE ROAD IMPROVEMENT PROJECT


WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield entered into a contract with Birdsall Services Group for professional services related to the Borough of North Plainfield Rockview Avenue Road Improvement project; and, 


WHEREAS, Birdsall Services Group has performed services relative to the Borough of North Plainfield Rockview Avenue Road Improvements project; and,


WHEREAS, Birdsall Services Group has submitted a Work Authorization Form, dated September 21, 2009, for additional work due to the fact that the original design proposal only included fifteen (15) linear feet of Sycamore Avenue past the Rockview Avenue curbline and Birdsall has determined that the limits of the road improvements up Sycamore Avenue must extend approximately one hundred fifty (150) linear feet, necessitating an additional Two Thousand Nine Hundred Dollars ($2,900.00) for the project; and,


WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield has determined that such additional services are justified and necessary in order to complete the project.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Borough Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey hereby authorizes Birdsall Services Group to perform additional services relative to the Borough of North Plainfield Rockview Avenue Road Improvement project, as set forth on the Work Authorization Form dated September 21, 2009, which additional services amount to Two Thousand Nine Hundred Dollars ($2,900.00) above the original contract amount and the Mayor and Borough Clerk are authorized to execute all necessary documents to effectuate this Resolution.

RESOLUTION NO. 09-28-09-01d  RESOLUTION EXPRESSING SINCERE BEST WISHES AND THANKS TO JOAN L. GRAHAM

WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield recognizes its reliance on talented, dedicated volunteers for the staffing of boards, committees and commissions in furtherance of the realization of our proud community; and

WHEREAS, the volunteer members of the Borough’s boards, committees and commissions are called upon for the highest of expectations and the donation of free time and skills that are of incalculable value in assuring that this community continues to deliver the full range of services required by the citizenry.  The town is greatly indebted to its volunteers and to their families for sharing their loved ones’ valuable time; and

WHEREAS, JOAN L. GRAHAM is such a volunteer on whom the Youth Services Commission has relied for years as a reliable, caring member of the school community representing social and youth services to the greater North Plainfield community;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield does hereby express its sincere thanks to Joan as well as her family for her tireless efforts and reliable presence at this busy commission post; and, be it

FURTHER RESOLVED that the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield extends best wishes to JOAN and her family for continued good health and happiness.

RESOLUTION NO. 09-28-09-01e  RESOLUTION EXPRESSING SINCERE THANKS AND BEST WISHES TO ALEX KUGA

WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield recognizes its reliance on talented, dedicated volunteers for the staffing of boards, committees and commissions in furtherance of the realization of our proud community; and

WHEREAS, the volunteer members of the Borough’s boards, committees and commissions are called upon for the highest of expectations and the donation of free time and skills that are of incalculable value in assuring that this community continues to deliver the full range of services required by the citizenry.  The town is greatly indebted to its volunteers and to their families for sharing their loved ones’ valuable time; and

WHEREAS, ALEJANDRO “ALEX” KUGA is such a volunteer on whom the MUNICIPAL ALLIANCE COMMITTEE has relied for years as a reliable, caring member of the North Plainfield public safety community.  Throughout many of those years, he has served as Chair or Co-Chair of the Committee;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield does hereby express its sincere thanks to Alex as well as his family for his many tireless efforts and reliable presence at his busy committee post which he fulfills so well as a dedicated volunteer in conjunction with his Police Department responsibilities; and, be it

FURTHER RESOLVED that the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield extends best wishes to ALEX and his family for continued good health and happiness. 

RESOLUTION NO. 09-28-09-01f  REQUESTING CHANGE IN MONETARY AMOUNT FOR THE COURT CHANGE FUND

WHEREAS, N.J.S. 40A:5-21 authorizes the establishment of a Change Fund, and

WHEREAS, Resolution No. 01-01-09-07f of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield established various Change Funds for certain departments in the Borough; and

WHEREAS, it is the desire of the Borough of North Plainfield that the change fund of the Municipal Court department be increased from $100.00 to $300.00, thereby amending Resolution No. 01-01-09-07f.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey that it hereby authorizes such action and that two copies of this Resolution be filed with the Division of Local Government Services, Department of Community Affairs for approval.
RESOLUTION NO. 09-28-09-01g  BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey that the Treasurer is hereby authorized to refund the following:

Refund of Escrow Balance:

Ramanjeet Malhotra

$  1,150.91

455 Richard Way

North Plainfield, NJ  07060

RESOLUTION NO. 09-28-09-01h  BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, that the Borough Treasurer is authorized to make the following refunds:

Tax Sale Certificate

Amount

Lienholder

Block 77 Lot 22

$      918.22

James Older

Certificate #08-00072




87 E. Mountain Road









Hillsborough, NJ  08844


Block 33 Lot 12
      
$       202.56

George Shrier


Certificate #08-00040




201 South 2nd Avenue









P.O. Box 16









Highland Park, NJ  08904


RESOLUTION NO. 09-28-09-01i  
WHEREAS, the North Plainfield Exempt Firemen, 300 Somerset Street, North Plainfield, New Jersey has filed an application for a permit for Charitable Solicitation in Roadways for the purpose of soliciting contributions at the intersection of Jackson Avenue and Somerset Street on October 10-11 and 17 and 18, 2009 between the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 3:00 p.m.; and


WHEREAS, the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield reviewed said application and determined that the granting of said application would be in order;


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that a permit for Charitable Solicitation in Roadways be granted to said North Plainfield Rescue Squad for charitable solicitation at the intersection of Jackson Avenue and Somerset Street on October 10, 11 and 17 and 18, 2009 between the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 3:00 p.m. in accordance with the filed application, subject to all conditions and requirements set forth in N.P.R.G.O. 7-19.


RESOLUTION NO. 09-28-09-01k  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that prior to the adjournment of this meeting it shall adjourn to an executive session from which the public will be excluded for the purpose of discussion on:

Personnel; and

Labor Negotiations


Exclusion of the public for this purpose is specifically permitted by N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq.  The contents of this discussion will not be disclosed until such time as the disclosure of same will not adversely affect the public interest and upon resolution of the Council.


Mrs. Forbes presented the following resolution and moved its adoption:

RESOLUTION NO. 09-28-09-01j  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that the attached bills of the accounts named and for the amounts stated, having been duly audited and found to be correct as of this 28th day of September, 2009, the same be paid; and that the Mayor and Chief Financial Officer are hereby authorized to sign and deliver warrants for the same.


Seconded by Mr. Hitchcock with Roll Call as follows:


Ayes:  Hitchcock, La Ronde, Merrill, Righetti, Singleterry, Stabile


Abstain:  Forbes

COMMUNICATIONS:

	Superior Court of New Jersey

Somerville, NJ
	Re:  2009-2010 Annual Visitation of the North Plainfield Municipal Court

	North Plainfield Board of Education
	Re:  Letter of Approval of EMS Services During Athletic Contests

	Mayor Michael Giordano
	Re:  Call of Meeting for Special Meeting on September 21, 2009

	James S. McGarry, Jr.

North Plainfield, NJ


	Re:  Memo to Board of Adjustment Members About the Crystal Ridge Club’s Application

	Birdsall Services Group

Cranford, NJ
	Re:  Public Notification:  Sensitive Population & Resource Checklist Former Bristol Motors/East Coast Nissan Site, 545-555 Route 22 West

	Law Offices of S. P. DiFazio

Flemington, NJ
	Re:  Pasquerello v. North Plainfield, et al.

	Groundwater & Environmental Services, Inc.

Neptune, NJ
	Re:  Notification of Environmental Remedial Activities Newspaper Advertisement

	Practical Environmental Solutions, LLC

Washington, NJ
	Re:  Notification Letters 

	
	Re:  Sensitive Population and Resource Checklist 

	State of New Jersey, Department of Environmental Protection

Trenton, NJ
	Re:  Conditional No Further Action Letter and Covenant Not to Sue with Requirements for Biennial Certifications 

	State of New Jersey, Department of Law and Public Safety, Division of Alcoholic Beverage Control
	Re:  Mailing Address Change for the Corporate Offices of Ruby Tuesday in Alabama

	Motiva Enterprises LLC

Bedminster, NJ
	Re:  Notification and Public Outreach 340 Watchung Avenue and Rt.22

	New Jersey State League of Municipalities
	Re:  Reminder of COAH Briefing

	
	Re:  Reminder:  COAH Regional Briefing – September 24, 2009

	
	Re:  Information About the 94th Annual League Conference

	Tax Court of New Jersey
	Re:  Case Information Statement for 5 Mountain Avenue

	
	Re:  Case Information Statement for 607 Somerset Street

	
	Re:  Case Information Statement for 481-95 Highway 22

	
	Re:  Case Information Statement for 190 Greenbrook Road

	
	Re:  Case Information Statement for 20-24 Steiner Place

	
	Re:  Case Information Statement for 135 Somerset Street

	AccuTech Environmental Services, Inc.

Keyport, NJ
	Re:  Public Notification Requirements Former VIP Honda, 536-542 Somerset Street

	Lindabury, McCormick, Estabrook & Cooper, P.C.

Westfield, NJ
	Re:  North Plainfield Citizens for Community Rights v. Borough of North Plainfield 

	Gwendolyn J. Korman, Planning Board Clerk

Green Brook, NJ
	Re:  Notice of Public Hearing on the Housing Element and Fair Share Plan of the Green Brook Township 2006 Master Plan



	Unico National

South Plainfield, NJ
	Re:  Invitation to the Plainfields’ Chapter UNICO’s Annual Columbus Day Ceremony on Monday, October 12, 2009 at 9:00 am


REQUESTS FOR AGENDA ITEMS:

Mrs. Forbes suggested a discussion of the OEM plan.  Council President Stabile advised her that a discussion with Brian Martin is planned for a future agenda.

PUBLIC COMMENT:

Frank D’Amore, 40 Willow Avenue, North Plainfield, suggested that the State Department of Transportation be advised that the grant for sidewalks and repairs for Rockview Avenue and Rockview Terrace is within the Historic District so as not to have a repeat of the Grove Street bluestone sidewalk issues.  He then stated that upon checking, only one summons had been issued in the past two years for violating the garage sale ordinance. 

COMMENTS BY MAYOR, ADMINISTRATOR AND COUNCIL MEMBERS:
Mayor Giordano thanked all of the volunteers at the 31st Annual Mayor’s Senior Picnic.

Mr. Singleterry wished to thank Alex Kuga and Joan Graham as they had co-chaired their respective committees for the past ten years.

Mr. La Ronde offered his congratulations to the Mayor and Mariam for a great Senior Picnic.

Mr. Hitchcock seconded those sentiments.

Mrs. Forbes offered a special thanks to Mariam for involving the youth at the Senior Picnic.  She also stated that both Alex and Joan deserve real appreciation from the town for their years of service.

Mr. Stabile congratulated both the Mayor and Mariam for their work on the Senior Picnic.  He addressed the garage sale enforcement issue stating that shutting down a garage sale being held without a permit is sufficient; a summons does not need to be issued in order for the ordinance to be enforced.  

Council President Stabile called for a recess at 8:05 p.m.

EXECUTIVE SESSION

Council President Stabile reconvened the meeting at 8:48 p.m. with all seven council members present at the beginning of the meeting still present. 

Mr. Hitchcock presented the following resolution and moved its adoption:

RESOLUTION NO. 09-28-09-02  WHEREAS, an agreement has been reached between the Borough of North Plainfield and Tina Totten, a former Borough employee, which agreement is embodied in the Separation of Employment and Final Compensation Agreement (the “Agreement”) attached hereto and made a part hereof; and,

WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield wishes to enter into the Agreement in order to memorialize the terms of Ms. Totten’s separation of employment from the Borough.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey that the Mayor and Borough Clerk are hereby authorized to execute the above-referenced Agreement on behalf of the Borough.

Seconded by Mr. La Ronde with a motion to table from Mrs. Forbes.  The motion to table died for lack of a second.

Original motion seconded by Mr. La Ronde with Roll Call as follows:

Ayes:  Hitchcock, La Ronde, Merrill, Righetti, Stabile  

Nays:  Singleterry 

Abstain:  Forbes

Resolution carried 5-1-1.

Mr. La Ronde presented the following resolution and moved its adoption:

RESOLUTION NO. 09-28-09-03  RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING EXECUTION OF MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT WITH IAFF LOCAL 2983

WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield has been engaged in negotiations with IAFF Local 2983, the union which represents fire officers in the Borough, for a new collective bargaining agreement; and,

WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield and IAFF Local 2983 have reached an agreement to create a new collective bargaining agreement for the period of January 1, 2008 through December 31, 2013; and,

WHEREAS, the terms of the new agreement are contained in a Memorandum of Agreement.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey that the Borough hereby approves the Memorandum of Agreement between the Borough of North Plainfield and IAFF Local 2983 and the Mayor and Borough Clerk are hereby authorized to execute said Memorandum of Agreement on behalf of the Borough.

Seconded by Mr. Hitchcock and on Roll Call carried all seven voting aye.

Motion to adjourn by Mr. Hitchcock, seconded by Mr. La Ronde and carried unanimously.


Meeting adjourned at 8:48 p.m.







Borough Clerk

Council President


9/28/09


