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DRAUGHT MINUTES

These are the Draught Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Borough Council of North Plainfield, NJ held on Monday, 13 September 2010.  Every attempt has been made to make these minutes as comprehensive and conclusive as possible.  However, as it is a draught document, it is not to be construed as an official account of the actions of the Governing Body occurring at an actual meeting.  If changes are approved, revised minutes will be posted to the website and/or provided with changes as announced at a future meeting. 

MINUTES of the Regular Meeting of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield held on Monday, September 13, 2010 at 8:37 p.m. at the North Plainfield Community Center, 614 Greenbrook Road, North Plainfield, New Jersey.


PRESENT:


Council Members:
Mary H. Forbes 





Robert E. Hitchcock 





Lawrence La Ronde 





Everett Merrill 





Frank Righetti 


                                    Douglas M. Singleterry


                                    Frank “Skip” Stabile, Council President 
           


Also Present:

David E. Hollod, Borough Administrator 

Wendy Wiebalk, Esq., Associate Borough Attorney

Richard K. Phoenix, RMC, Borough Clerk

The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag was led by Mr. Hollod.      

Council President Stabile read the following Notice of Compliance:

“This is a Regular Meeting of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield.  Adequate notice of this meeting was given pursuant to N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq. by transmitting said notice to the Courier News and The Star Ledger on December 29, 2009, by publication of the announcement in the Courier News of January 5, 2010 and by posting a copy of this notice on the bulletin boards in the municipal building and memorial library reserved for such purpose.”

Mayor Giordano announced that he had read a Mayoral Proclamation at the first ever Coaches/Coordinator Appreciation Day.  The Recreation Department’s new ideas are being met with much enthusiasm. 

The Clerk had submitted copies of the minutes of the Agenda Conference and Regular Meeting of August 16, 2010.


Council President Stabile called for a Roll Call on the minutes:


Agenda Conference and Regular Meeting of August 16, 2010:

Ayes:  Forbes, La Ronde, Merrill, Righetti, Singleterry, Stabile 

Abstain:  Hitchcock 

Mrs. Forbes presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption:

RESOLUTION NO. 09-13-10-01  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that an ordinance numbered 10-08 be read by its title by the Clerk and be passed on its first reading and advertised as required by statute, fixing September 27, 2010 at 7:30 p.m. or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, as the time and the North Plainfield Community Center, 614 Greenbrook Road, North Plainfield, New Jersey as the place for hearing and final adoption.  

Seconded by Mr. Hitchcock and on Roll Call carried all seven voting aye. 

The Clerk read the ordinance by its title as follows:

ORDINANCE NO. 10-08, AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND, REVISE AND SUPPLEMENT ORDINANCE NO. 09-04, “AN ORDINANCE TO ESTABLISH AN R-9 AGE RESTRICTED COMMUNITY AND AFFORDABLE HOUSING (AH) RESIDENCE ZONE,” THEREBY AMENDING CHAPTER 22 OF THE BOROUGH CODE  

CONSENT AGENDA 
Council President Stabile stated that all matters listed on the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine in nature and will be approved by one motion.  There will be no separate discussion of these items.  If any discussion is desired by Council, that particular item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and will be considered separately.

Mr. Bernstein requested that item “e” be amended to read “negotiations other than collective bargaining – Comcast.”

Mr. Hitchcock requested that item “b” be removed for a separate vote. 


Mr. Hitchcock presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption:


RESOLUTION NO. 09-13-10-02  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that resolutions numbered

09-13-10-02a, c, d, e (as amended) and f

having been placed on the Consent Agenda and there having been no objection thereto, the same are hereby approved.


Seconded by Mr. La Ronde and on Roll Call carried all seven voting aye.

APPROVED RESOLUTIONS:

RESOLUTION NO. 09-13-10-02a  RESOLUTION REQUESTING APPROVAL OF INSERTION OF $36,050.00 FOR THE 2010 BUDGET REVENUE AVAILABLE FROM THE JUSTICE ASSISTANCE GRANT (JAG)

WHEREAS, N.J.S. 40:4-87 provides that the Director of Local Government Services may approve the insertion of any special item of revenue in the budget of any municipality when such item shall have been made available by law and the amount thereof was not determined at the time of the adoption of the budget, and

WHEREAS, said Director may also approve the insertion of any item of appropriation for equal amount.  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Borough of North Plainfield hereby requests the Director of the Division of Local Government Services to approve the insertion of an item of revenue in the budget of the year 2010 in the sum of $36,050.00 which item is now available as revenue from the Justice Assistance Grant (JAG); and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a like sum of $36.050.00 be and the same is hereby appropriated under the caption of:

Justice Assistance Grant (JAG)

RESOLUTION NO. 09-13-10-02c  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that it does hereby authorize the issuance of licenses to drive a taxicab for calendar year 2010, pursuant to N.P.R.G.O. 4-1 et seq., to the following in accordance with the applications heretofore submitted:

Jorge Apaza

12 Coddington Avenue

North Plainfield, NJ  07060

RESOLUTION NO. 09-13-10-02d  BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, that the Borough Treasurer is authorized to make the following refunds:

Tax Sale Certificate


Amount

Lienholder
Block 166 Lot 3


$ 36,315.90

Plymouth Park Tax Services 

Certificate #07-00106


     


PO Box 5822

Premium



     2,000.00

New York, NY  10087-5822

Block 156.02 Lot 15


$ 14,939.48

US Bank Cust/CCTS Capital 

Certificate #09-00329





50 So. 16th St. Suite 1950

Premium 



    2,800.00

Philadelphia, PA  19102-2513

Block 56 Lot 10


$     340.66

Alterna Tax Cert. Fund II, LP

Certificate #10-00057





200 So. Park Road

Premium 



       400.00

Suite 320QQ

Redemption 10 days 





Hollywood, FL  33021

Block 40 Lot 21


$     990.70

Changsheng Lu

Certificate #09-00236





4235 Coral Berry Path

Premium 



       100.00

Apt. 204









Gurnee, IL  60031

Block 4.04 Lot 35


$   1,945.23

Changsheng Lu

Certificate #09-00203

Block 4.04 Lot 35


$      334.57

Chun T. Li

Certificate #08-00013





9 Maljim Court 









Wayne, NJ  07470


RESOLUTION NO. 09-13-10-02e  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that prior to the adjournment of this meeting it shall adjourn to an executive session from which the public will be excluded for the purpose of discussion on:

Negotiations Other Than Collective Bargaining – Comcast 


Exclusion of the public for this purpose is specifically permitted by N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq.  The contents of this discussion will not be disclosed until such time as the disclosure of same will not adversely affect the public interest and upon resolution of the Council.  Formal action may be taken at end of executive session.  


RESOLUTION NO. 09-13-10-02f   BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that the attached bills of the accounts named and for the amounts stated, having been duly audited and found to be correct as of this 13th day of September, 2010, the same be paid; and that the Mayor and Chief Financial Officer are hereby authorized to sign and deliver warrants for the same.


Mr. Hitchcock presented the following resolution and moved its adoption:

RESOLUTION NO. 09-13-10-02b  WHEREAS, Church of the Holy Cross, 40 Mercer Avenue, North Plainfield, New Jersey, has applied for licenses to conduct on-premises raffles on September 24, 2010 – a 50-50 cash draw, RL-1071; and, a merchandise “tricky tray,” RL-1072; and

WHEREAS, Holy Cross Church has been issued Identification No. 352-1-38411 by the New Jersey Legalized Games of Chance Control Commission; and

WHEREAS, investigation has shown that said applicant meets the requirements for the issuance of these raffles licenses; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Clerk be and is hereby authorized to issue licenses to Holy Cross Church for an on-premises 50-50 raffle and an on-premises merchandise raffle to be held on September 24, 2010 at 40 Mercer Avenue, North Plainfield, New Jersey.    

Seconded by Mr. La Ronde with Roll Call as follows:

Ayes:  Forbes, La Ronde, Merrill, Righetti, Singleterry, Stabile 

Abstain:  Hitchcock

Resolution carried 6-0-1.

COMMUNICATIONS:

	Plainfield Area Regional Sewerage Authority

Middlesex, NJ
	Re:  Plainfield Area Regional Sewerage Authority 3rd Quarter 2010 Billing

	
	Re:  August 5, 2010 Meeting Minutes 

	
	Re:  September 2, 2010 Meeting Agenda 

	Paul A. De Sarno, Esq.

Sayreville, NJ
	Re:  Kathy Thomas vs. Michael E. Habeeb, Sr. Civil Action Subpoena Duces Tecum 

	Shade Tree Advisory Board

North Plainfield, NJ
	Re:  Letter to Jim Rodino Concerning the Inspection and Removal of Trees 

	
	Re:  Letter to Jim Rodino Concerning Several Trees 

	Comcast

Union, NJ
	Re:  MultiLatino Tier

	
	Re:  MSG and MSG Plus

	Superior Court of New Jersey 

Somerville, NJ
	Re:  2010/2011 Annual Visitation of the North Plainfield Municipal Court

	New Jersey League of Municipalities Educational Foundation, Inc. 
	Re:  Municipal Registration Form For Seminar:  “Moving Up in a Downturn”

	New Jersey State League of Municipalities 

Trenton, NJ
	Re:  League Professional Development Program – “Understanding Municipal Liens and Primer on Foreclosure for Public Officials”

	
	Re:  Registration Information for the Women in Government Breakfast 

	
	Re:  Training Opportunities for Mayor’s and Council Members 

	Somerset County Planning Board

Somerville, NJ
	Re:  Nominations for the 28th Annual Somerset County Land Development and Planning Awards

	AccuTech Environmental Services, Inc. 

Keyport, NJ
	Re:  Biennial Certification Monitoring Report 536-542 Somerset Street 

	Maddie Colas, President

North Plainfield Education Association 
	Re:  Appreciation Dinner 

	PSE&G


	Re:  Notice To Public Service Electric and Gas Company Customers 

	St. Joseph Church 

North Plainfield, NJ
	Re:  Application for Special Permit for Social Affair 

	The Parish Community of St. Joseph

Millstone, NJ
	Re:  Letter of Thanks for Donation Made in Memory of Jean Weber

	New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection Office of Community Relations

Trenton, NJ
	Re:  Public Notification Exxon Facility #33249 

	Somerset County Park Commission Horticulture Department 
	Re:  Putting Your Garden To Bed Field Study

	Center for Government Services, Rutgers 

New Brunswick, NJ
	Re:  The 49th Annual Municipal Public Information Contest 

	New Jersey Department of Transportation Local Aid and Economic Development 

Trenton, NJ
	Re:  Johnston Drive Extension Municipal Aid FY 2007

	Birdsall Services Group

Cranford, NJ
	Re:  Johnston Drive Extension Roadway Improvements 

	New Jersey Shade Tree Federation 

New Brunswick, NJ
	Re:  85th Annual Conference 

	Dennis Panza

Scotch Plains, NJ
	Re:  Notice of Application for Certificate of Appropriateness 

	Somerset County Governing Officials Association 

Somerville, NJ
	Re:  September 15, 2010 Meeting Notice 

	Plainfield Area Humane Society

Plainfield, NJ
	Re:  Activity Report for August 2010

	Frank D’Amore

North Plainfield, NJ
	Re:  Violation of 22-115.7 Commercial Vehicles in a Residential Zone 

	EKA Associates, P.A. 

Scotch Plains, NJ
	Re:  Proposed Property Redevelopment 545 Route 22 West 


REQUESTS FOR AGENDA ITEMS:  


Mrs. Forbes requested an update on where we stand with the Budget.  

PUBLIC COMMENT:  

Frank D’Amore, 40 Willow Avenue, North Plainfield, referenced the comments made about speeding violators on Warfield Road; as a former police officer, he advised that hours were spent there with speeders.  He suggested studying Kensington Avenue in Plainfield for a look at effective speed bumps; then, he remarked that the Police Chief’s thoughts shouldn’t count as he is not a resident.  The suggestion to make Watchung Avenue a light traffic street makes sense.  Furthermore, he did not believe that any of the Borough’s streets were built to handle this amount of traffic.  Finally, he advised Borough officials that 104 Sycamore Avenue, one of the contributing houses in the Historic District, has severely deteriorated wood trim and to date nothing has been done.  Council President Stabile wished to clarify that the Police Chief dislikes the use of speed bumps for professional reasons.  Mr. D’Amore suggested reorganizing the Police Department in order to have more officers available on the road.     

Renee Melendez, 634 Warfield Road, North Plainfield, advised that the Police Department indicated that they are often times at minimum manpower during rush hour and cannot run radar as they are answering high priority calls.  She suggested looking into the use of rubberized speed bumps on some of the roadways as Hoboken has done to deter speeding.  The Borough needs to look into more than one tactic in order to ensure the safety of all residents, she concluded.  

COMMENTS BY MAYOR, ADMINISTRATOR AND COUNCIL MEMBERS:

Mayor Giordano announced that the Recreation Department held their first Coaches/Coordinator Appreciation Day on August 21.  The Borough held a 9/11 memorial service this past Saturday.  Finally, the evaluation process has begun to determine if Somerset County will take over Police Dispatching duties for the Borough; they will review records over a six month time frame in order to make their determination.  

Mr. Hollod advised that the Rockview Avenue roadway project specs indicate that the project is in the Historic District and will be discussed before the Historic Preservation Commission.  The Assistant Borough Engineer, Julio Vega, had a cordial conversation with Mr. D’Amore last week explaining the project.  Finally, he advised that the Construction Office was audited and now ranks higher than the national average.  

Mrs. Forbes thanked the coaches and coordinators for their work, commenting that the picnic was a wonderful event.  She apologized to the Melendez family if they had felt offended by the earlier comments.  Finally, she advised that Watchung Avenue is clearly a commercial roadway in Plainfield and it would be dangerous to have those trucks diverted to the smaller roads between Somerset Street and Watchung Avenue.

Mr. Hitchcock thanked DPW and Mr. Apgar for their assistance with the Vermeule Yard Sale.

Mr. La Ronde thanked the coaches and coordinators for their hard work.

Mr. Merrill echoed Mrs. Forbes’ comments.  

Mr. Singleterry thanked Mrs. Melendez for attending the meeting.

Mayor Giordano advised of more vandalism in the Vermeule Park and that more video cameras have been installed in an effort to deter those responsible.

Council President Stabile called for a recess at 8:40 p.m.

EXECUTIVE SESSION

Motion to come out of Executive Session by Mr. Righetti, seconded by Mr. La Ronde and carried unanimously.   

Council President Stabile reconvened the meeting at 9:11 p.m. with all seven council members present at the beginning of the meeting still present. 

Mr. Bernstein briefly explained that the evening’s Executive Session was a discussion of negotiations with Comcast of Plainfield regarding the renewal of their franchise with the Borough.

Mr. La Ronde presented the following resolution and moved its adoption:

RESOLUTION NO. 09-13-10-03  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that an ordinance numbered 10-06 be read by its title by the Clerk and be passed on its first reading and advertised as required by statute, fixing September 27, 2010 at 7:30 p.m. or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, as the time and the North Plainfield Community Center, 614 Greenbrook Road, North Plainfield, New Jersey as the place for hearing and final adoption.  

Seconded by Mr. Hitchcock and on Roll Call carried all seven voting aye.

The Clerk read the ordinance by its title as follows:

ORDINANCE NO. 10-06  AN ORDINANCE GRANTING RENEWAL OF MUNICIPAL CONSENT TO COMCAST OF PLAINFIELD, L.L.C., TO CONSTRUCT, CONNECT, OPERATE AND MAINTAIN A CABLE TELEVISION AND COMMUNICATIONS SYSTEM IN THE BOROUGH OF NORTH PLAINFIELD, COUNTY OF SOMERSET, STATE OF NEW JERSEY   

Motion to adjourn by Mr. Hitchcock, seconded by Mr. La Ronde and on voice vote, carried unanimously.


Meeting adjourned at 9:13 p.m.







Borough Clerk

Council President


09/13/10


