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DRAUGHT MINUTES

These are the Draught Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Borough Council of North Plainfield, NJ held on Monday, 27 September 2010.  Every attempt has been made to make these minutes as comprehensive and conclusive as possible.  However, as it is a draught document, it is not to be construed as an official account of the actions of the Governing Body occurring at an actual meeting.  If changes are approved, revised minutes will be posted to the website and/or provided with changes as announced at a future meeting. 

MINUTES of the Regular Meeting of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield held on Monday, September 27, 2010 at 8:53 p.m. at the North Plainfield Community Center, 614 Greenbrook Road, North Plainfield, New Jersey.


PRESENT:


Council Members:
Mary H. Forbes 





Robert E. Hitchcock 





Lawrence La Ronde 





Everett Merrill 





Frank Righetti 


                                    Douglas M. Singleterry


                                    Frank “Skip” Stabile, Council President 
           


Also Present:

Mayor Michael Giordano, Jr. 

David E. Hollod, Borough Administrator 

Eric Bernstein, Esq., Borough Attorney

Richard K. Phoenix, RMC, Borough Clerk

The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag was led by Mr. Hitchcock.       

Council President Stabile read the following Notice of Compliance:

“This is a Regular Meeting of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield.  Adequate notice of this meeting was given pursuant to N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq. by transmitting said notice to the Courier News and The Star Ledger on December 29, 2009, by publication of the announcement in the Courier News of January 5, 2010 and by posting a copy of this notice on the bulletin boards in the municipal building and memorial library reserved for such purpose.”

The Clerk had submitted copies of the minutes of the Agenda Conference, Regular Meeting and Executive Session of September 13, 2010.

Mrs. Forbes requested that the second page of the Agenda Conference be amended to read that she has not been a resident of North Plainfield for very long, just seven years.  Council President Stabile advised that the Agenda Conference minutes will be carried over to the next meeting as Mr. Singleterry had not received a copy.    


Council President Stabile called for a Roll Call on the minutes:


Regular Meeting and Executive Session of September 13, 2010:


All in favor.


HEARING:


ORDINANCE NO. 10-06  AN ORDINANCE GRANTING RENEWAL OF MUNICIPAL CONSENT TO COMCAST OF PLAINFIELD, LLC TO CONSTRUCT, CONNECT, OPERATE AND MAINTAIN A CABLE TELEVISION AND COMMUNICATIONS SYSTEM IN THE BOROUGH OF NORTH PLAINFIELD, COUNTY OF SOMERSET, STATE OF NEW JERSEY


The Clerk read the Ordinance by its title.


PUBLIC COMMENT:


Frank D’Amore, 40 Willow Avenue, North Plainfield, suggested holding off on renewing Comcast as their service is terrible.  Comcast technicians have not shown up for scheduled service maintenance calls and they often are unable to correct problems.  Comcast is not a quality organization, he maintained.  


Motion to close Public Comment by Mr. La Ronde, seconded by Mr. Hitchcock and on Roll Call carried all seven voting aye.

Mr. Singleterry presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption:

RESOLUTION NO. 09-27-10-01  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that an ordinance numbered 10-06 be adopted and advertised as required by statute.

Mrs. Forbes questioned if the Borough has any option on this.  Mr. Bernstein responded that should the Governing Body not adopt this ordinance, Comcast will seek approval from the Board of Public Utilities as they did last time. 

Seconded by Mr. Righetti and on Roll Call carried all seven voting aye. 

HEARING:

ORDINANCE NO. 10-08, AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND, REVISE AND SUPPLEMENT ORDINANCE NO. 09-04, “AN ORDINANCE TO ESTABLISH AN R-9 AGE RESTRICTED COMMUNITY AND AFFORDABLE HOUSING (AH) RESIDENCE ZONE,” THEREBY AMENDING CHAPTER XXII OF THE BOROUGH CODE  

The Clerk read the Ordinance by its title. 

PUBLIC COMMENT:  No comments.

Motion to close Public Comment by Mr. La Ronde, seconded by Mr. Hitchcock and carried with all seven voting aye. 


Mr. Merrill presented the following resolution and moved its adoption:

RESOLUTION NO. 09-27-10-02   BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that an ordinance numbered 10-08 be adopted and advertised as required by statute.

Seconded by Mr. Righetti and on Roll Call carried all seven voting aye. 

CONSENT AGENDA 
Council President Stabile stated that all matters listed on the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine in nature and will be approved by one motion.  There will be no separate discussion of these items.  If any discussion is desired by Council, that particular item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and will be considered separately.

Mr. Hitchcock commented on item “e” the bill list.  Cypreco Industries has a $5,700.00 change order; we need to ensure that they return the two repaired windows which were broken during the painting of the Mansion.    


Mr. La Ronde presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption:


RESOLUTION NO. 09-27-10-03  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that resolutions numbered

09-27-10-03a, b, c, d and e

having been placed on the Consent Agenda and there having been no objection thereto, the same are hereby approved.


Seconded by Mr. Hitchcock and on Roll Call carried all seven voting aye.

APPROVED RESOLUTIONS:

RESOLUTION NO. 09-27-10-03a  BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, that the Borough Treasurer is authorized to make the following refunds:

Tax Sale Certificate


Amount

Lienholder
Block 148 Lot 31


$      325.52

Alterna Tax Cert Fund II, LP 

Certificate #10-00141


     


200 So. Park Road

Premium



        400.00

Suite 320QQ









Hollywood, FL  33021

Block 141 Lot 17


$      318.41

Alterna Tax Cert Fund II LP 

Certificate #10-00128







Premium 



        100.00



Block 68 Lot 27


$     220.35

Alterna Tax Cert Fund II LP

Certificate #10-00062







Premium 



       500.00



Block 203.01 Lot 6


$     259.74

Alterna Tax Cert Fund II LP

Certificate #10-00183







Premium 



       300.00



Block 61 Lot 10


$     182.20

Alterna Tax Cert Fund II LP

Certificate #10-00060

Premium



       100.00

Block 36 Lot 34


$      222.20

Alterna Tax Cert Fund II LP

Certificate #10-00031

Premium



        100.00


Block 43 Lot 10


$    3,281.63

Alterna Tax Cert Fund II LP

Certificate #10-00036






Premium 



      7,000.00

Block 203.04 Lot 22


$       231.77

Alterna Tax Cert Fund II LP

Certificate #10-00188



Premium



         200.00

Block 143 Lot 4


$       343.92

Alterna Tax Cert Fund II LP

Certificate #10-00132

Premium    



         400.00

Block 203.06 Lot 2


$       934.41

Stuart Lasher 

Certificate #10-00191





Box 83

Premium



      1,100.00

Milltown, NJ  08850-0083

Block 201.01 Lot 20


$    1,599.32

Sequoia Investments 

Certificate #09-00370





PO Box 5600

Premium                                                      200.00

Woodbridge, NJ  07095

Block 180 Lot 18


$       138.11

Ace Plus LLC c/o Z Zahler

Certificate #10-00168





1416 Avenue L

Premium                                                      100.00

Brooklyn, NY  11230

Block 160.01 Lot 19


$    1,182.72

Ace Plus LLC

Certificate #10-00150


Premium



         800.00

Block 55 Lot 5


$       343.92

Ace Plus LLC

Certificate #10-00056

Premium



          400.00


Block 192 Lot 21


$        556.99

US Bank Cust/Pro Capital 1

Certificate #09-00359





50 So 16th St, Suite 1950









Philadelphia, PA  19012

Block 192 Lot 21


$        294.03

US Bank Cust/Pro Capital 1

Certificate #10-00174



 


RESOLUTION NO. 09-27-10-03b  WHEREAS, a tax sale was held on August 25, 2010 for delinquent taxes, sewer and special assessments for the year 2009, and;


WHEREAS, a lien was sold on block 203.06 lot 1 for unpaid sewer charges for 2009, and;


WHEREAS, it was found; subsequent to the sale that there was a bankruptcy filing on said account


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that the following be refunded to Alterna Tax Cert. Fund II, LP:


Certificate Amount:

$ 189.37


Legal Interest @ 1.5%                    .45

                                                          ________


Total                                       $ 189.82


Premium returned                  $ 100.00


RESOLUTION NO. 09-27-10-03c   WHEREAS, a tax sale was held on October 1, 2009 for delinquent taxes, sewer and special assessments for the year 2008, and;


WHEREAS, a lien was sold on block 11 lot 7 for unpaid sewer charges for 2008, and;


WHEREAS, said property was made exempt for 2010, and;


WHEREAS, the lien holder had paid subsequent taxes for 2010 first and second quarters prior to the tax office being notified of the exemption.


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that the following be refunded to George B. Shrier:


1st Qtr. 2010 subsequent taxes paid

$1972.84


Legal Interest @ 1.5%


      18.08


2nd Qtr. 2010 subsequent taxes paid               $1968.91


Legal Interest @ 1.5%

                  10.99


                                           


________


Total





$3970.82       


Premium returned                


$  100.00                  

RESOLUTION NO. 09-27-10-03d  WHEREAS, a tax sale was held on August 25, 2010 for delinquent taxes, sewer and special assessments for the year 2009, and;

WHEREAS, a lien was sold on block 3.10 lot 1 for unpaid special assessment installments, and;

WHEREAS, due to a posting error, the lien should have been sold on Block 3.01 lot 1;

BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that the following be refunded to the lienholder SASS Muni VI

Certificate Amount

$476.83

Legal Interest @ 1.5%
        .64

                                                _______

Total                                        $477.47

Premium returned                   $400.00

RESOLUTION NO. 09-27-10-03e  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that the attached bills of the accounts named and for the amounts stated, having been duly audited and found to be correct as of this 27th day of September, 2010, the same be paid; and that the Mayor and Chief Financial Officer are hereby authorized to sign and deliver warrants for the same.

COMMUNICATIONS:

	Access Systems

Manlius, NY
	Re:  Information Regarding the Disaster Preparedness Assessment Report

	Bob Hitchcock

North Plainfield, NJ
	Re:  Activity at Vermeule on September 11, 2010

	Leadership Somerset

Somerville, NJ
	Re:  Information Regarding Applications for Leadership Somerset Class of 2011

	Alliance for Action, Inc.

Edison, NJ
	Re:  Invitation for Somerset County Alliance for Action Chapter 

	First Keystone Risk Retention Group, Inc.

Philadelphia, PA
	Re:  Notice of Voidance; Non-Payment of Down Payment

	Nancy F. Munoz, Assemblywoman

Summit, NJ
	Re:  Letter Regarding the Borough Council’s Desire for Legislature to Amend the Open Public Records Act

	North Plainfield Residents:

Barbara Amato

Janet Blatt

Ted Blatt

Saleem Boghdan

Daniel Frusco

Diane I. Frusco

Ed Hall

Sinaida Hall

Cheryl Meyer

Candace Powell

Edward Powell

George Wohar

Sally A. Wohar
	Re:  Letter to Mayor and Council Requesting an Ordinance be passed Restricting Parking on Certain Borough Streets So That the Streets May Be Cleaned Properly

	Paradigm Liaison Services, LLC


	Re:  Information Regarding Free Pipeline Safety Emergency Response Program

	Tyree Environmental Corp.

Cinnaminson, NJ
	Re:  Getty #56882 58 Greenbrook Road

	The Township of Bridgewater 

Bridgewater, NJ
	Re:  Public Hearing Announcement – Bridgewater Township Planning Board 

	Borough of Watchung

Watchung, NJ
	Re:  Public Hearing Announcement – Borough of Watchung Planning Board 

	New Jersey State League of Municipalities 


	Re:  95th Annual Conference Atlantic City Convention Center 

	Frank D’Amore Sr.

North Plainfield, NJ
	Re:  Property Maintenance Violation 

	Ravin Greenberg LLC

Roseland, NJ
	Re:  Carpet Showcase, Inc. To Chad B. Friedman, Assignee Case No. 10-00864 (On Assignment)

	Somerset County Planning Board

Somerville, NJ
	Re:  NJTPA FY 2012-2013 Sub-regional Studies Program Grant Application:  Watchung Avenue – Park Avenue CR 531 Local Safety Study 


REQUESTS FOR AGENDA ITEMS:  


Mrs. Forbes inquired about the Rescue Squad going back in service on October 4.  Mayor Giordano advised that he will address that in his comments.


Mr. Singleterry requested discussion on the Commercial Vehicle Ordinance.

PUBLIC COMMENT:  

Frank D’Amore, 40 Willow Avenue, North Plainfield, questioned if monies for the Historic Preservation Commission are used for training.  He then questioned the status of the memo he submitted back in October of 2009 regarding over-grown hedges at 6 Willow Avenue.  He stated that he was surprised to hear of commercial vehicle enforcement when he has reported numerous violations in his neighborhood that were not been addressed.  Title 39 defines a commercial vehicle as any vehicle used to transport passengers or goods for a fee; therefore, taxis and limos are commercial vehicles.      

Herb Tarbous, 200 Somerset Street, North Plainfield commented on the possible amendments to the ordinance governing bar closing hours; he suggested writing into the ordinance that our bar hours should mirror those in Plainfield.

Anna Nawaz, 222 Grove Street, North Plainfield, reiterated that her father’s vehicle is not used for business purposes in North Plainfield; she questioned why it cannot then be parked in the driveway?  Council President Stabile suggested attending the upcoming Council meetings to learn of possible amendments to the commercial vehicle ordinance.  

COMMENTS BY MAYOR, ADMINISTRATOR AND COUNCIL MEMBERS:

Mayor Giordano announced that the Senior Picnic was held on Saturday; he thanked all of the volunteers.  On October 16, the Borough’s annual health fair will be held.  The annual check for the Youth Services Commission grant will be received tomorrow night at the Freeholder’s meeting.  The Rescue Squad has a new slate of officers and they have made all but one of the changes requested of them.  They will need to meet with the appropriate Fire Department officials as soon as possible in order to go back into service next week.  They intend to provide a quarterly report to the Clerk’s office soon.  

Mrs. Forbes thanked the Mayor for the Senior Picnic; one senior said it was the best ever!  Several residents have expressed concerns about speeding violators on Watchung Avenue; the Mayor agreed to participate in a program run by Somerset and Union Counties which will review that corridor.  She thanked John Fellin for a wonderful job orchestrating the marching band competition as it seemed to really bring the community together.  She also thanked Mr. Singleterry and Paul Alirangues for a most successful Farmer’s Market.

Mr. Hitchcock announced that the Vermeule Mansion will participate in the Journey to the Past Weekend on October 9 and 10. 

Mr. Merrill called attention to the Star Ledger’s article about the Cheerleaders’ invite to Shanksville, PA for the ninth anniversary of 9/11.

Mr. Singleterry thanked both of the speakers for attending tonight.

Motion to adjourn by Mr. Hitchcock, seconded by Mr. Merrill and on voice vote, carried unanimously.


Meeting adjourned at 9:22 p.m.







Borough Clerk

Council President


09/27/10


