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DRAFT MINUTES

These are the Draft Minutes of the Agenda Conference  of the Borough Council of North Plainfield, NJ held on Monday, 10 January 2011.  Every attempt has been made to make these minutes as comprehensive and conclusive as possible.  However, as it is a draft document, it is not to be construed as an official account of the actions of the Governing Body occurring at an actual meeting.  If changes are approved, revised minutes will be posted to the website and/or provided with changes as announced at a future meeting. 

MINUTES of the Agenda Conference of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield held on Monday, January 10, 2011 at 7:52 p.m. at the North Plainfield Community Center, 614 Greenbrook Road, North Plainfield, New Jersey.


PRESENT:


Council Members:
Mary H. Forbes




Robert Hitchcock





Lawrence La Ronde

Everett Merrill 

Frank Righetti





Douglas M. Singleterry




Frank “Skip” Stabile, Council President 


Also Present:

Mayor Michael Giordano Jr.
David E. Hollod, Business Administrator
Eric Bernstein, Esq., Borough Attorney 




Richard K. Phoenix, RMC, Borough Clerk

The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag was led by Mr. Stabile.

Council President Stabile requested a moment of silence for the men and women serving in our Armed Forces.


Council President Stabile read the following Notice of Compliance:


"This is an Agenda Meeting of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, scheduled by resolution of the Council adopted on December 13, 2010.  Adequate notice of this meeting was given pursuant to N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq. by transmitting said notice to the Courier News and The Star-Ledger on December 14, 2010, by publication of the announcement in the Courier News of December 17, 2010 and by posting a copy of this notice on the bulletin boards in the Municipal Building and Memorial Library reserved for such purpose."

PUBLIC COMMENT:  
Frank D’Amore, 40 Willow Avenue, North Plainfield, spoke of the need for more stringent inspections of rental properties. 
Jack Fowler, 92 Westervelt Avenue, North Plainfield, thanked the Mayor and Council for his reappointment to the Board of Adjustment.  He suggested something be done about residents shoveling snow into the streets, since snow that turns to ice is hazardous.  He inquired if the Borough has the ability to stop it.  Council President Stabile questioned if this is a State statute and can DPW intercede?  Mr. Hollod advised that the Police Department will enforce it.  Mayor Giordano stated that he asked the Police Department to warn residents not to do this; one man continued and was almost arrested for it.  Lastly, Mr. Fowler suggested finalizing any changes to the Commercial Ordinance.    

NEW BUSINESS:

1.
Sewer Rates – D.E.H.  Mr. Hollod explained that Ordinance 11-01 is for the adjustment of sewer rates due to the increase in PARSA rates.  The last increase was in February of 2008 by 10% and it’s time for an increase.  Infiltration remains a problem specifically during a wet year; rate increases of 5% this year, 4% next year and 3% the following year should carry the Borough. 

Upon looking at other towns, it was discovered that some handle sewer tax through property tax, while the Borough came out the lowest of all and our method seems the fairest.      

Referencing Paragraph “C” of the Ordinance, Mr. Hitchcock recalled that residents still using well water had been advised against it due to the continued threat from Lockheed’s carbon tetrachloride plume.   Mr. Hollod commented that the State had possibly advised those on well water, and that he would look into it.  Replying to Mr. Singleterry, the Administrator admitted that there is no exact science to determining future years’ charges, but it is hoped that a modest surplus will result.  
2.
Somerset County Improvement Authority Solar Panel Project – D.E.H.   Mr. Hollod explained that the resolution and documentation had been late in arriving from Somerset County – at the end of the workday.  The project would commit the Borough to solar panels as well as allowing the erection of solar panels on public facilities throughout the County.  There would be no outlay of money by the Borough, and the Resolution is a means of jump-starting the process.  There are federal and New Jersey State tax credits accruing to those installing the panels and returning energy to the electric grid.  The agreement identifies the Borough for solar panels that will be in place at the Memorial Library and at Green Acres Park.  The new roof at the Library made it a prime candidate.  As the park is a Green Acres site, the County found it an attractive venue for panels.  Representing a first step, the County is looking for the Resolution to be adopted before the month of January is out.  The latest correspondence has announced two additional Somerset County locations (not in North Plainfield).

Mrs. Forbes was reluctant to vote on something that had come in at the last minute when she hadn’t the opportunity to read it in full, and Mr. Merrill asked about the Schools’response to the project.  Mr. Hollod confirmed that the Schools were aware, and would probably move forward, too.  Mr. Merrill questioned the role of the Green Team in the overall project while Mr. Singleterry replied that it might encompass green building design.  

The Council President asked about the anticipated power generated, and Mr. Hollod said that it would be measured officially in kilowatt hours.  Mr. Stabile questioned the possible need to trim trees at the library, and Mr. Hollod assured that the possible interference of shade trees was a factor in the selection of sites.  No trees at the library will need pruning.   Mr. Stabile questioned the possibility of solar panels on Borough Hall, and Mr. Hollod replied that initial selection of solar sites was affected by the size and age of the roofs.  The County could be requested to look into the possibility.  They will likely return to the Borough for the identification of possible solar panels at the DPW garage and at parking lots.  Mr. Hitchcock affirmed that there is no down-side to the project.  The first fifteen years’ revenue will support panel installation and their maintenance.  He added that there was no reason why the Council should not pass the resolution tonight, adding that Historic Preservation had been considering how to deal with solar panel applications in the historic district – should they be banned or allowed?

The Council President asked for the sense of Council by a show of hands, with the result that there was a majority in favor of proceeding.

3.
Recycling Agreement with Somerset County – F.S.S.  Mr. Hitchcock stated that it would be nice if the Borough could sit down with Somerset County and see if they’re in tune with Sustainable Jersey.  Mr. Singleterry commented that they need to approve the agreement and address details later.  Council President Stabile questioned if there is a Somerset County Green Team, and Mr. Singleterry answered that it is a municipal program.  


Mrs. Forbes reported that the Somerset County Freeholders have committed themselves to the Green philosophy and Mr. Singleterry suggested a resolution to recognize this.  Mr. Hitchcock questioned if there is an increase; Mr. Hollod advised that there will not be.  He further explained that the recyclable plastics have been expanded to include more items.  Mr. La Ronde inquired about adding information to the Somerset County recycle letter; Mr. Phoenix advised that the Somerset County brochure is on the Borough website.   
REPORTS OF BOARDS, COMMITTEES, COMMISSIONS:


Mrs. Forbes reported that the Library Advisory Committee will meet later this month to reorganize. 

Mr. Hitchcock reported that the Historic Preservation Commission had cancelled tomorrow’s meeting.
Motion to adjourn by Mr. La Ronde, seconded by Mr. Hitchcock and carried unanimously.


Meeting adjourned at 8:34 p.m.







Borough Clerk

Council President

01/10/11


