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DRAFT MINUTES

These are the Draft Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Borough Council of North Plainfield, NJ held on Monday, 28 March 2011.  Every attempt has been made to make these minutes as comprehensive and conclusive as possible.  However, as it is a draft document, it is not to be construed as an official account of the actions of the Governing Body occurring at an actual meeting.  If changes are approved, revised minutes will be posted to the website and/or provided with changes as announced at a future meeting. 

MINUTES of the Regular Meeting of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield held on Monday, March 28, 2011 at 9:39 p.m. at the North Plainfield Community Center, 614 Greenbrook Road, North Plainfield, New Jersey.


PRESENT:


Council Members:

Mary H. Forbes





Robert E. Hitchcock






Lawrence La Ronde
 






Everett Merrill 






Frank Righetti


                                    
            Douglas M. Singleterry
Frank “Skip” Stabile, Council President
Also Present:


Mayor Michael Giordano, Jr. 

David E. Hollod, Borough Administrator 
Eric M. Bernstein, Esq., Borough Attorney
Richard K. Phoenix, RMC, Borough Clerk

The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag was led by Mr. Hitchcock.       
Council President Stabile read the following Notice of Compliance:

“This is a Regular Meeting of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield.  Adequate notice of this meeting was given pursuant to N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq. by transmitting said notice to the Courier News and The Star Ledger on December 14, 2010, by publication of the announcement in the Courier News of December 17, 2010 and by posting a copy of this notice on the bulletin boards in the municipal building and memorial library reserved for such purpose.”
The Clerk had submitted copies of the minutes of the Agenda Conference and Regular Meeting of March 14, 2011.
Council President Stabile called for a Roll Call on the minutes:

Agenda Conference and Regular Meeting of March 14, 2011: 
Ayes:  Forbes, La Ronde, Merrill, Righetti, Singleterry, Stabile

Abstain:  Hitchcock 
HEARING:
ORDINANCE NO. 11-04  CALENDAR YEAR 2011 ORDINANCE TO EXCEED THE MUNICIPAL BUDGET APPROPRIATION LIMITS AND TO ESTABLISH A CAP BANK (N.J.S.A. 40A:4-45.14)

The Clerk read the Ordinance by its title.

PUBLIC COMMENT:  No comments.

Motion to close Public Comment by Mr. La Ronde, seconded by Mr. Righetti and on Roll Call carried all seven voting aye.

Mr. Singleterry presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption:  

RESOLUTION NO. 03-28-11-01  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that an ordinance numbered 11-04 be adopted and advertised as required by statute. 

Seconded by Mr. Righetti and on Roll Call carried all seven voting aye.

CONSENT AGENDA 
Council President Stabile stated that all matters listed on the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine in nature and will be approved by one motion.  There will be no separate discussion of these items.  If any discussion is desired by Council, that particular item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and will be considered separately.
Mr. La Ronde requested that item “b” be removed for a separate vote. 


Mr. La Ronde presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption:


RESOLUTION NO. 03-28-11-02  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that resolutions numbered

03-28-11-02a, c, d, e, f, g, h, and i 
having been placed on the Consent Agenda and there having been no objection thereto, the same are hereby approved.


Seconded by Mr. Hitchcock and on Roll Call carried all seven voting aye.
APPROVED RESOLUTIONS:

RESOLUTION NO. 03-28-11-02a  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of  the  Borough  of  North  Plainfield  that  it hereby approves the annexed Corrective Action Plan, which outlines actions the Borough will take to correct the findings of the 2009 annual audit; and


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Clerk is hereby authorized to forward a certified copy of this Resolution and the Corrective Action Plan to the Department of Community Affairs of the State of New Jersey; and


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of the Resolution and the Corrective Action Plan are on file and available for inspection by the public in the office of the Borough Clerk.

RESOLUTION NO. 03-28-11-02c  RESOLUTION SUPPORTING THE CLICK IT OR TICKET MOBILIZATION OF MAY 23 – JUNE 5, 2011

 
WHEREAS, there were 554 motor vehicle fatalities in New Jersey in 2010; and

WHEREAS, a large percentage of the motor vehicle occupants killed in traffic crashes were not wearing a seat belt; and

WHEREAS, use of a seat belt remains the most effective way to avoid death or serious injury in a motor vehicle crash; and

WHEREAS, the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration estimates that 135,000 lives were saved by safety belt usage nationally between 1975-2000; and

WHEREAS, the State of New Jersey will participate in the nationwide Click It or Ticket seal belt mobilization from May 23 – June 5, 2011 in an effort to raise awareness and increase seat belt usage through a combination of enforcement and education; and

WHEREAS, the Division of Highway Traffic Safety has set a goal of increasing the seat belt usage rate in the state from the current level of 93.73% to 100%; and

WHEREAS, a further increase in seat belt usage in New Jersey will save lives on our roadways;
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Borough of North Plainfield declares its support for the Click It or Ticket seat belt mobilization both locally and nationally from May 23 – June 5, 2011 and pledges to increase awareness of the mobilization and the benefits of seat belt use.

RESOLUTION NO. 03-28-11-02d  BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, that the Borough Tax Collector is authorized to make the following refunds:

Tax Sale Certificate


Amount

Lienholder

Block 170.01 Lot 9


$32,614.75

Edison Tax Service 
Certificate #08-00163





1290 Wall St, West Suite 301








Lyndhurst, NJ  07071
Block 22 Lot 17


$     732.84

Ace Plus c/o Z. Zahler  
Certificate #10-00025





1416 Avenue L
Premium



       400.00

Brooklyn, NY  11230







RESOLUTION NO. 03-28-11-02e  BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, that the Borough Tax Collector is authorized to make the following refund:


Refund Property Tax Overpayment:

Block 153 Lot 10

$   2,253.28

BAC Tax Services Corporation

4th Quarter 2010




PO Box 10211









MS:  CAO-911-01-0211









Van Nuys, CA  91410-0211


RESOLUTION NO. 03-28-11-02f  WHEREAS, tangible personal property has come into the possession of the Police Department of the Borough of North Plainfield by finding or recovery; and

WHEREAS, the whereabouts of the owners of said property is unknown and can not be ascertained; and

WHEREAS, said property has not been disposed of and has been in the possession of the Police Department for at least six (6) months; and

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:14-157 provides for the sale of said tangible property at public auction;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Police Department be and hereby is authorized and directed to sell said tangible personal property at a public auction to be held on the Internet on the website www.propertyroom.com commencing May 15, 2011; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that any monies received as a result of said auction shall be paid into the general municipal treasury in accordance with the provisions of N.J.S.A. 40A:14-157; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Clerk shall cause a notice of said auction, designating the time and place therefore, to be published in an official newspaper of the Borough not less than 10 days prior to the date of said public auction.

RESOLUTION NO. 03-28-11-02g  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that it does hereby authorize the issuance of licenses to drive a taxicab for calendar year 2011, pursuant to N.P.R.G.O. 4-1 et seq., to the following in accordance with the applications heretofore submitted:

Manuel J. Rico


Patricio Cordova
114 Carlisle Terrace


1525 South 2nd Street
Plainfield, NJ  07062


Plainfield, NJ  07063

RESOLUTION NO. 03-28-11-02h  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that the attached bills of the accounts named and for the amounts stated, having been duly audited and found to be correct as of this 28th day of March, 2011, the same be paid; and that the Mayor and Chief Financial Officer are hereby authorized to sign and deliver warrants for the same.


RESOLUTION NO. 03-28-11-02i  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that prior to the adjournment of this meeting it shall convene in executive session from which the public will be excluded for the purpose of discussion on:

Litigation

Exclusion of the public for this purpose is specifically permitted by N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq.  The contents of this discussion will not be disclosed until such time as the disclosure of same will not adversely affect the public interest and upon resolution of the Council.  Formal action may be taken following end of executive session.  


Mr. La Ronde presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption:


RESOLUTION NO. 03-28-11-02b  WHEREAS, the North Plainfield Lions Club, 246 Watchung Avenue, North Plainfield, New Jersey, has applied for a license to conduct an on-premise draw raffle awarding merchandise as a prize on April 17, 2011; and


WHEREAS, the North Plainfield Lions Club has been issued Identification No. 352-8-25800 by the New Jersey Legalized Games of Chance Control Commission; and


WHEREAS, investigation has shown that said applicant meets the requirements for the issuance of a raffle license;


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Clerk be and is hereby authorized to issue a license to the North Plainfield Lions Club for an on-premise draw raffle awarding merchandise as a prize to be held on April  17, 2011 at 403 Somerset Street, North Plainfield, New Jersey.


Seconded by Mr. Hitchcock with Roll Call as follows:


Ayes:  Forbes, Hitchcock, Merrill, Righetti, Singleterry


Abstain:  La Ronde, Stabile 


Resolution carries 5-0-2. 


COMMUNICATIONS:

	Jon M. Bramnick, Assemblyman

Westfield, NJ 
	Re:  Confirmation of Receipt of Resolution 02-28-11-03c, Stating that New Jersey Fund Its Share of Pension Payments

	Comcast

Union, NJ
	Re:  $30,000 Check For Payment of the Grant for Local Access Related Needs

	Somerset County Planning Board


	Re:  Summary of Changes to the Somerset County Land Development Review Resolution 2011 and Review Fee Schedule

	New Jersey State League of Municipalities 

Trenton, NJ
	Re:  March 2011 Bulletin

	New Jersey Transit Corporation
	Re:  Fiscal Year 2011 Request For Federal Financial Assistance

	Michael C. Corcoran, Esq.

Springfield, NJ
	Re:  Amended Tort Claim Re:  Adams, Patrick

	Franklin Township
	Re:  Resolution #11-075 – In Support of Restoration of CDBG to Last Year’s Funding Level of $4 Billion 

	State of New Jersey Department of Transportation

Freehold, NJ
	Re:  Harrison Avenue Improvements, Fiscal Year 2011 – Municipal Aid Program 


REQUESTS FOR AGENDA ITEMS:  

Mr. La Ronde requested discussion on the commercial vehicle ordinance.

Mr. Hitchcock requested further details from the Rescue Squad. 

PUBLIC COMMENT:  
John Langenbach, 112 Jackson Avenue, North Plainfield, commented on the vehicles entering the Nissan dealership; he reported that this issue was addressed by the Board of Adjustment and it was determined that the Fire Department had no issues with the trucks taking that route.  
Regarding the Rescue Squad, Steve Phillips had advised that they would cover 9:00 p.m. to 6:00 a.m.  The transports to Somerset Medical or JFK are a big factor.  Teamwork will be required to assure continued reliable coverage, thanks in no small part to the greater distances that are required what with Muhlenberg Hospital being closed. 

Frank D’Amore, 40 Willow Avenue, North Plainfield, suggested that Mrs. Forbes identify herself as the Council Liaison to the Board of Education.  He reminded that memorial plaques had been stolen from Memorial Park over a year ago, asking when they would be replaced.  He stated his displeasure with the delayed completion of the work at Borough Hall.  Lastly, he questioned when the DPW pickup schedules will be ready.  Mayor Giordano explained that after the bulk pickups were scheduled, the leaf and grass pickup schedules would be available.  The Mayor further explained that there was a certain amount of research involved in determining all of the exact language for the plaques.   Mr. Phoenix  confirmed that in a recent conversation with Mr. Freeman, it was disclosed that the complete list of names originally appearing on the plaques was confirmed and ready to go.  It was the accompanying commemorative language that had required further research.
Derek Haley, 164 Delacy Avenue, North Plainfield, questioned if out of town kids are covered by the Borough’s insurance; the Mayor advised that the Recreation fees provide insurance coverage for all participants.  

Mr. Haley questioned the use of shared services for the Rescue Squad.  Council President Stabile explained there was discussion with both Watchung and Green Brook about shared services which the feasibility study had favored.  Unfortunately, the other towns declined the opportunity because they did not want to lose local control.  Mr. Bernstein interjected that Green Brook had pulled out of an agreement because they receive free services from Somerset Medical Center.  The Council President confirmed that they had done proactive outreach to neighboring municipalities to save money.  
Mr. Haley questioned if County roads would be exempt from an Alternate Side of the Street Parking Ordinance; Mr. Hollod explained that with their permission, they could be included.  It would prohibit parking from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. on certain streets just one day a week.  The Mayor added that consolidation of services due to the decrease in volunteerism was discussed at the Mayors’ meeting at the County. 
COMMENTS BY MAYOR, ADMINISTRATOR AND COUNCIL MEMBERS:

Mrs. Forbes commented to Mr. D’Amore that she is the Council Liaison to the Board of Education and, as such, has no vote; regarding the earlier discussion it must be remembered that the Board of Education determines who may use the property and when they may do so.  
Mr. Hitchcock commented that Newton Street from Route 22 to Hudson Avenue is in need of repair.  The trucks cannot make that swing without going onto peoples’ lawns.
Council President Stabile called for a recess at 10:02 p.m.
EXECUTIVE SESSION

Motion to come out of Executive Session by Mr. Righetti, seconded by Mr. Stabile  and carried unanimously.   
Council President Stabile reconvened the meeting at 10:35 p.m. with all seven council members present at the beginning of the meeting still present. 


Mr. Merrill presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption:

RESOLUTION NO. 03-28-11-03  WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield contracted with Cornerstone Architectural Group, Inc., to provide professional services related to the design and construction of renovations to Borough Hall; and,

WHEREAS, Cornerstone Architectural Group, Inc., had additional issues with the Borough of North Plainfield seeking fees in excess of those amounts specified in the contract; and,


WHEREAS, attempts to address such issues by Cornerstone were rejected due to the arbitration clauses in the said contract; and,


WHEREAS, all such claims have been resolved prior to any filing for arbitration.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey, that the Mayor and Borough Clerk of the Borough of North Plainfield be, and hereby are, authorized to execute all documents on behalf of the Borough related to the resolution of all potential claims by Cornerstone Architectural Group, Inc., as to the Borough of North Plainfield as to their services for the Borough.  


Seconded by Mr. Righetti and on Roll Call carried all seven voting aye.
Motion to adjourn by Mr. La Ronde, seconded by Mr. Hitchcock and on voice vote, carried unanimously.


Meeting adjourned at 10:38 p.m.







Borough Clerk

Council President

03/28/11


