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DRAFT MINUTES

These are the Draft Minutes of the Regular Meeting  of the Borough Council of North Plainfield, NJ held on  Tuesday , 11 October 2011.  Every attempt has been made to make these as comprehensive and conclusive as possible.

However, as it is a draft document, it is not to be construed as a formal depiction of the official conduct of business and is subject to revision up to and following the Governing Body’s actual approval of same.  If changes are necessary, revised minutes will be posted to the website.

MINUTES of the Regular Meeting of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield held on Tuesday, October 11, 2011 at 8:05 p.m. at the North Plainfield Community Center, 614 Greenbrook Road, North Plainfield, New Jersey.


PRESENT:


Council Members:

Mary H. Forbes





Robert E. Hitchcock  (8:11 p.m.)





Lawrence La Ronde






Frank Righetti





Douglas M. Singleterry

Frank “Skip” Stabile, Council President
Also Present:


Michael Giordano, Mayor




Eric M. Bernstein, Esq., Borough Attorney
Richard K. Phoenix, RMC, Borough Clerk

ABSENT:

Council Members:

Everett Merrill (excused)

The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag was led by the Mayor.                  
Council President Stabile read the following Notice of Compliance:

“This is a Regular Meeting of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield.  Adequate notice of this meeting was given pursuant to N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq. by transmitting said notice to the Courier News and The Star Ledger on September 28, 2011, by publication of the announcement in the Courier News of October 3, 2011 and by posting a copy of this notice on the bulletin boards in the municipal building and memorial library reserved for such purpose.”
The Clerk had submitted copies of the minutes of the Board of Health, Agenda Conference and Regular Meeting of September 26, 2011.  
Council President Stabile called for a Roll Call on the minutes:

Board of Health, Agenda Conference and Regular Meeting of September 26, 2011:  

All in favor.

MAYORAL PROCLAMATIONS:

The Mayor read the following Proclamations:

Hours and Date of Halloween Celebration in North Plainfield:

I, Michael Giordano, Jr., Mayor of the Borough of North Plainfield, New Jersey, do hereby proclaim that Halloween will be celebrated in the Borough of North Plainfield on Monday, October 31, 2011.  Door-to-door Trick or Treating shall begin no earlier than 3:00 p.m. on this date and end no later than 8:00 p.m.
Breast Cancer Awareness Week:
WHEREAS, October is National Breast Cancer Awareness Month, since the program began in 1985, mammography rates have more than doubled for women age 50 and older and breast cancer deaths have declined; and

WHEREAS, National Breast Cancer Awareness Month remains dedicated to increasing public knowledge about the importance of early detection of breast cancer diagnosis and treatment; and

WHEREAS, many women still do not utilize mammography at regular intervals even though research indicates it is the best available method of detection; and

WHEREAS, the awareness campaign is sending out several key messages, most notably, the importance of early detection through annual mammography screening for women over 40; and

WHEREAS, taking advantage of early detection methods such as mammography and clinical breast exams could help the breast cancer death rate drop of approximately 30%; and

WHEREAS, the American Cancer Society has searched endlessly for a cure through vital research and has the mammoth task of educating our community and all Americans of the risks of breast cancer.  Its many volunteers who offer support in the form of support groups, accommodations and transportation assistance, medical equipment and more.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT PROCLAIMED that I, Michael Giordano Jr., Mayor of the Borough of North Plainfield, do hereby proclaim the month of October 2011 as

BREAST CANCER AWARENESS MONTH

In the Borough of North Plainfield, and urge all women and their families to get the facts about breast cancer and join us to celebrate successes and memorialize lost battles.


Mayor Giordano added that his niece would be participating in the anti-cancer walk this weekend in New York City.
RESOLUTIONS:

Mrs. Forbes presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption:

RESOLUTION NO. 10-11-11-01  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that an ordinance numbered 11-09 as amended be read by its title by the Clerk and be passed on its first reading and advertised as required by statute, fixing October 24, 2011 at 7:30 p.m. or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, as the time and the North Plainfield Community Center, 614 Greenbrook Road, North Plainfield, New Jersey as the place for hearing and final adoption.
Seconded by Mr. La Ronde and on Roll Call carried all five voting aye.

The Clerk read the ordinance by its title as follows:

ORDINANCE NO. 11-09  AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND, REVISE AND SUPPLEMENT THE BOROUGH CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF NORTH PLAINFIELD, CHAPTER VII, ENTITLED “TRAFFIC,” MOST NOTABLY SECTION 7-4.2, “GENERAL PROHIBITIONS FOR PARKING OF CERTAIN VEHICLES,” AND CHAPTER XXII, ENTITLED “LAND DEVELOPMENT,” MOST NOTABLY SECTION 22-115.7, “COMMERCIAL VEHICLES IN RESIDENTIAL ZONES.”
Mr. La Ronde presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption:

RESOLUTION NO. 10-11-11-02  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that an ordinance numbered 11-10 be read by its title by the Clerk and be passed on its first reading and advertised as required by statute, fixing October 24, 2011 at 7:30 p.m. or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, as the time and the North Plainfield Community Center, 614 Greenbrook Road, North Plainfield, New Jersey as the place for hearing and final adoption.

Seconded by Mr. Singleterry and on Roll Call carried all five voting aye.

The Clerk read the ordinance by its title as follows:

ORDINANCE NO. 11-10  AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND, REVISE AND SUPPLEMENT THE BOROUGH CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF NORTH PLAINFIELD, CHAPTER XXII, ENTITLED “LAND DEVELOPMENT,” SPECIFICALLY SECTION 22-56, ENTITLED “SUBMITTAL PROCEDURE”
CONSENT AGENDA 
Council President Stabile stated that all matters listed on the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine in nature and will be approved by one motion.  There will be no separate discussion of these items.  If any discussion is desired by Council, that particular item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and will be considered separately.

Mr. La Ronde presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption:


RESOLUTION NO. 10-11-11-03 BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that resolutions numbered

10-11-11-03a, b, c, d  and e
having been placed on the Consent Agenda and there having been no objection thereto, the same are hereby approved.


Seconded by Mr. Hitchcock and on Roll Call carried unanimously.
APPROVED RESOLUTIONS:
RESOLUTION NO. 10-11-11-03a  RESOLUTION AWARDING CONTRACT FOR THE MALCOLM AVENUE AND MANNING AVENUE ROADWAY IMPROVEMENTS PROJECT TO CROSSROAD CONSTRUCTION CORPORATION AND AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR AND BOROUGH CLERK TO EXECUTE AN AGREEMENT WITH CROSSROAD CONSTRUCTION CORPORATION 


WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield prepared Bid Specifications and requested Bids for the Malcolm Avenue and Manning Avenue Roadway Improvements Project for the Borough of North Plainfield (the “Project”); and,


WHEREAS, the bid opening was held on September 29, 2011 for the Project; and, 


WHEREAS, four (4) bidders responded to the request for bids; and,


WHEREAS, the lowest responsible, responsive bidder was Crossroad Construction Corporation with a total bid of Four Hundred Sixty-Nine Thousand Three Hundred Nineteen Dollars ($469,319.00); and,


WHEREAS, Crossroad Construction Corporation’s bid is in compliance with all the requirements of the bid specifications for the Project; and,

WHEREAS, the Borough wishes to enter into a contract with Crossroad Construction Corporation, 312 Emmet Street, Newark, New Jersey 07114 to complete the Project in the amount of Four Hundred Sixty-Nine Thousand Three Hundred Nineteen Dollars ($469,319.00); and,


WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield anticipates the receipt of Two Hundred Seventy-Five Thousand Dollars ($275,000.00) from the NJDOT Municipal Aid Program for the roadway reconstruction portion of the Project and therefore, the award of the contract for the Project is explicitly conditioned upon approval from the NJDOT. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey that Crossroad Construction Corporation is hereby awarded the contract for the Malcolm Avenue and Manning Avenue Roadway Improvements Project for the Borough of North Plainfield, as set forth in the Bid Specifications, for the total amount of Four Hundred Sixty-Nine Thousand Three Hundred Nineteen Dollars ($469,319.00), so long as the Borough receives NJDOT approval for funding for this Project, and the Mayor and Borough Clerk are hereby authorized to execute a contract with Crossroad Construction Corporation, which contract shall be found in the Borough Clerk’s office.

RESOLUTION NO. 10-11-11-03b  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that it does hereby authorize the issuance to drive a taxicab for calendar year 2011, pursuant to N.P.R.G.O., 4-1 et seq., to the following in accordance with the applications heretofore submitted:


Juan A. Alvarado


Carmita Quishpe

637 West 3rd Street, Floor 1

P.O. Box 5409


Plainfield, NJ 07060


Plainfield, NJ 07061


Fersin J. Cardena


Marco T. Lopez


23 Howard Street


384 Hillcrest Avenue


North Plainfield, NJ 07060

Somerset, NJ 08873

RESOLUTION NO. 10-11-11-03c   BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, that the Borough Tax Collector is authorized to make the following refunds:

Refund Sewer Utility Overpayment:



Block 40  Lot 23

$429.00
John and Judith Fowler









92 Westervelt Avenue









North Plainfield, NJ 07060  


RESOLUTION  NO. 10-11-11-03d   BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, that the Borough Tax Collector is authorized to make the following refunds:

Tax Sale Certificate


Amount

Lienholder
Block 142  Lot 5


$  247.07

Sequoia Investments

Certificate #11-00140





P.O. Box 5600

Premium



    300.00

Woodbridge, NJ 07095

Block 154.02  Lot 35


$  498.75

Singh Real Estate

Certificate #11-00158





555 West Lincoln Drive

Premium



    500.00

Marlton, NJ 08053

Block 91  Lot 7


$  564.22

Virgo Municipal Finance Fund

Certificate #11-00096





P.O. Box 1227

Premium



    500.00

Hoboken, NJ 07030

Block 64.02  Lot 18


$  181.79

Trade Money, LLC

Certificate #11-00075





29 Palisades Road

Premium



    100.00

Old Bridge, NJ 08857
RESOLUTION NO. 10-11-11-03e   BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that the attached bills of the accounts named and for the amounts stated, having been duly audited and found to be correct as of this 11th day of October, 2011 the same be paid; and that the Mayor and Chief Financial Officer are hereby authorized to sign and deliver warrants for the same.

            REPORTS 2011:

Fire Department, monthly – August

Police Department, monthly - August

COMMUNICATIONS:

	Frank D’Amore

North Plainfield, NJ
	Re:  Memo Advising of Unregistered Vehicle Being Parked on the Property at 53 Fairview Avenue

	Regina D. Geise

North Plainfield, NJ
	Re:  Notice of Tort Claim

	WPQJ Radio
	Re:  Hurricane Irene and Senior Picnic Information

	The Board of Chosen Freeholders of the County of Somerset New Jersey

Somerville, NJ
	Re:  Reauthorizing a Commodity Resale System with the Twenty-one Somerset County Municipalities for the Resale of Gasoline, Diesel Fuel, Snow Removal Chemicals and Public Works Materials and Supplies

	State of New Jersey Department of Transportation

Trenton, NJ
	Re:  Fiscal Year 2012 Safe Routes to School Program

	Mazraani & Liguori LLP

North Brunswick, NJ
	Re:  Notice of Tort Claim

	Nancy L. Nichols, Tax Collector

North Plainfield, NJ
	Re:  2011 Tax Sale

	United States Postal Service

Newark, NJ
	Re:  Potential Closing of the North Plainfield Post Office 

	Plainfield Area Regional Sewerage Authority

Middlesex, NJ
	Re:  October 6, 2011 Agenda and September 1, 2011 Meeting Minutes 

	New Jersey State League of Municipalities

Trenton, NJ
	Re:  ADA Compliance 

	Twonship of Randolph

Randolph, NJ
	Re:  MCCPC Renewal Agreement – Five Year Period (October 1, 2011 – September 30, 2016)

	Berkowitz, Lichtstein, Kuritsky, Giasullo & Gross, LLC

West Orange, NJ
	Re:  Kathleen and Thomas Miller v. Borough of North Plainfield Notice of Tort Claim

	State of New Jersey Department of the Treasury Division of Taxation
	Re:  2011 Certification of the Table of Equalized Valuations 

	
	


REQUESTS FOR AGENDA ITEMS:  
Council President Stabile requested discussion of Senate Bill 1153.  He called for the formation of a taxi subcommittee; Mr. Merrill and Mrs. Forbes volunteered.     
PUBLIC COMMENT:  
Jack Fowler, 92 Westervelt Avenue, North Plainfield, commended the Council for their work on the commercial vehicle ordinance.   

Frank D’Amore, 40 Willow Avenue, North Plainfield, inquired after the authority of the Police Department in enforcing the Halloween Trick-or-Treating hours as stated in the Mayor’s Proclamation, then asked about details regarding tractor trailers and similar vehicles as defined in Ordinance No. 11-09.

Mr. Bernstein replied that as this is the first reading, the amendment did not represent a substantial change, and that the second reading would proceed as scheduled.
Mr. D’Amore questioned Section “G” of the Ordinance, and who would enforce the noxious materials stipulation, adding that most people do not get involved and would not necessarily tip off the neighbors.  He commented on a tractor parked in the area of 85 Myrtle Avenue that was never cited and asked how the ordinance would be enforced.

The Mayor replied that he would discuss the matter with the Police Chief.

Mr. Stabile explained that authorities would be prepared to take complaints as to odoriferous incidents.  Mr. Hitchcock asked if the smelly situation would apply to garage contents, and Mr. Bernstein explained that a careful reading of the Ordinance would reveal that the Borough would not be permitted to enter people’s garages.  The Council President rejoined that if there were a detectable stench, that a health officer could be sent to look into it, and the Attorney assured that a police officer could also be sent to investigate.
Ralph Dunham, 560 Rockview Avenue, North Plainfield, commented on a recent magazine article.

COMMENTS BY MAYOR, ADMINISTRATOR AND COUNCIL MEMBERS:

Mayor Giordano commented on Somerset County’s campaign to adopt a family for Thanksgiving, with the target being to help a family of four to enjoy a full Thanksgiving dinner through support of the food bank.  He explained how indebted the Borough was to the many volunteers who made the recent Senior Picnic such a great success.  More specifically, he said that Gail Cane’s efforts were particularly appreciated by the seniors.  Last weekend was particularly busy with the Health Fair and participation of the Vermeule Mansion and its volunteers in Somerset County’s Journey Into the Past tour.  
Finally, the Mayor reminded that the Traveling Vietnam Tribute would be located in North Branch Park from October 13-16th, and that this coming weekend in North Plainfield would be the last Saturday for the current season of the Farmers’ Market and that the Friends of Vermeule Mansion Giant Yard Sale, which had been postponed due to inclement weather would take place on Saturday the 15th.

Mrs. Forbes expressed how much the Senior Picnic had been appreciated, and that the efforts of the Mayor were greatly appreciated.  She emphasized the timeliness of tonight’s proclamation regarding firefighters, and that the Borough’s fire department deserved much credit for all they do to keep the town safe.

Mr. La Ronde congratulated the Mayor and Mrs. Cane and thanked the Dog House for all they had done to make the Senior Picnic a great success.  He added his thanks for all of the efforts that were put into the Commercial Vehicles ordinance.

Mr. Singleterry indicated his appreciation for the broad support enjoyed by the Green Building movement and tonight’s ordinance.

The Council President cited the letter of thanks from the Mayor for support of the 33rd annual Senior Picnic in the Borough.  Furthermore, he complimented Mr. La Ronde on his tireless efforts with respect to the Picnic. 
Motion to adjourn by Mr. La Ronde, seconded by Mr. Righetti and on voice vote, carried unanimously.


Meeting adjourned at 8:24 p.m.







Borough Clerk

Council President

10/11/11


