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DRAFT MINUTES
These are the Draft Minutes of the Agenda Conference  of the Borough Council of North Plainfield, NJ  held on Monday , 9 January 2012.  Every attempt has been made to make these as comprehensive and conclusive as possible.

However, as it is a draft document, it is not to be construed as a formal depiction of the official conduct of business and is subject to revision up to and following the Governing Body’s actual approval of same.  If changes are necessary, revised minutes will be posted to the website.

MINUTES of the Agenda Conference of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield held on Monday, January 9, 2012 at 7:43 p.m. at the North Plainfield Community Center, 614 Greenbrook Road, North Plainfield, New Jersey.


PRESENT:


Council Members:
Lawrence La Ronde

Everett Merrill 





Keiona R. Miller




Frank “Skip” Stabile, Council President 


Also Present:

Mayor Michael Giordano Jr.
David E. Hollod, Business Administrator
Eric Bernstein, Esq., Borough Attorney 




Richard K. Phoenix, RMC, Borough Clerk

ABSENT:

Council Members: 
Mary H. Forbes (excused)





Frank Righetti (excused)





Douglas M. Singleterry (excused)  


The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag was led by Mr. La Ronde. 

Council President Stabile requested a moment of silence for the men and women serving in our Armed Forces.


Council President Stabile read the following Notice of Compliance:


"This is an Agenda Meeting of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, scheduled by resolution of the Council adopted on December 12, 2011.  Adequate notice of this meeting was given pursuant to N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq. by transmitting said notice to the Courier News, The Star-Ledger and WKMB Radio on December 13, 2011, by publication of the announcement in the Courier News of December 15, 2011 and by posting a copy of this notice on the bulletin boards in the Municipal Building and Memorial Library reserved for such purpose."

PUBLIC COMMENT:  
Mayor of the Borough of Rocky Hill, Ed Zimmerman, announced that the Somerset County Governing Officials Association will meet for the first time in 2012 on Wednesday, January 11 when they will recognize the outgoing President, Douglas M. Singleterry.  He offered his congratulations to Ms. Miller for her appointment as the Treasurer to the Somerset County Governing Officials Association. 
Frank D’Amore, 40 Willow Avenue, North Plainfield, commented on the fire damaged house at 40-42 Washington Avenue.  He stressed the need to tear down the house as it is not only a safety concern, but a blighting factor to the neighborhood.     
Mayor of the Borough of Watchung, Gerald M. Mobus, expressed his gratitude to the Mayor and Mr. Bernstein for their Shared Services Agreement for the Court Administrator. 
Council President Stabile announced that the Mayor’s Address will be presented during the Comments portion of the Regular Meeting.    
NEW BUSINESS:

1.
Ordinance No. 12-01 (B-4 Zoning Ordinance) – D.E.H.  Mr. Bernstein explained that this minor ordinance amendment to the existing B-4 Zone will bring it into compliance with the other B-3 zones.  

2.
Salary Ordinance – D.E.H.  Mr. Hollod explained the need to supplement the exempt salary resolution which was passed in December.  The Treasurer’s salary will be adjusted accordingly to reflect a stipend for her work as the Borough’s Qualified Purchasing Agent.  The Deputy Registrar has obtained her CMR certification and will now receive a stipend.  


OLD BUSINESS:
1.
Taxicab/Limo Ordinance Subcommittee – L.L.R.  Mr. La Ronde advised that the subcommittee has not yet met.  He proposed a discussion of limiting the number of taxi licenses and requiring that taxi drivers’ disclose which company employs them.  He advised of the need to decide if this ordinance will mirror the State’s legislation.   
2.
Sustainable Raritan River Initiative – D.E.S.  The Council President explained that due to Mr. Singleterry’s absence, this topic will be discussed at a future date.       
REPORTS OF BOARDS, COMMITTEES, COMMISSIONS:  None. 
Motion to adjourn by Mr. La Ronde, seconded by Mr. Merrill and carried unanimously.


Meeting adjourned at 7:58 p.m.







Borough Clerk

Council President
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