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DRAFT MINUTES
These are the Draft Minutes of the Regular Meeting  of the Borough Council of
 North Plainfield, NJ  on Monday, 29 May 2012.  Every attempt has been made to make these as comprehensive and conclusive as possible.

However, as it is a draft document, it is not to be construed as a formal depiction of the official conduct of business and is subject to revision up to and following the Governing Body’s actual approval of same.  If changes are necessary, revised minutes will be posted to the website.

MINUTES of the Regular Meeting of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield held on Tuesday, May 29, 2012 at 7:53 p.m. at the North Plainfield Community Center, 614 Greenbrook Road, North Plainfield, New Jersey.


PRESENT:


Council Members:
Mary H. Forbes 

Lawrence La Ronde
Everett Merrill  





Frank Righetti





Douglas M. Singleterry


                              
      Frank “Skip” Stabile, Council President 

Also Present:
              David E. Hollod, Business Administrator

Eric M. Bernstein, Esq., Borough Attorney

Richard K. Phoenix, RMC, Borough Clerk

ABSENT:


Council Members: 
Keiona R. Miller (excused)

The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag was led by Council President Stabile.   
Council President Stabile read the following Notice of Compliance:


"This is a Regular Meeting of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, scheduled by resolution of the Council adopted on December 12, 2011.  Adequate notice of this meeting was given pursuant to N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq. by transmitting said notice to the Courier News, The Star-Ledger and WKMB Radio on December 13, 2011, by publication of the announcement in the Courier News of December 15, 2011 and by posting a copy of this notice on the bulletin boards in the Municipal Building and Memorial Library reserved for such purpose."

The Clerk had submitted copies of the minutes of the Agenda Conference and Regular Meeting of May 14, 2012.
Mr. Merrill requested a few minor amendments to the comments he made at the Regular Meeting of May 14, 2012.  


Council President Stabile called for a Roll Call on the minutes as amended:


Agenda Conference and Regular Meeting of May 14, 2012:  All in favor.   

CONSENT AGENDA 
Council President Stabile stated that all matters listed on the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine in nature and will be approved by one motion.  There will be no separate discussion of these items.  If any discussion is desired by Council, that particular item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and will be considered separately. 

Mrs. Forbes requested that item “g” be removed for a separate vote.  


Mr. Merrill presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption:


RESOLUTION NO. 05-29-12-01 BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that resolutions numbered

05-29-12-01a, b, c, d, e, f and h
having been placed on the Consent Agenda and there having been no objection thereto, the same are hereby approved.


Seconded by Mr. La Ronde and on Roll Call carried all six voting aye.
APPROVED RESOLUTIONS:


RESOLUTION NO. 05-29-12-01a   WHEREAS, Family Barbecue LLC, 306 Somerset Street, North Plainfield has filed an application for an Outdoor Sidewalk Café license for the period ending October 31, 2012 and


WHEREAS, review of the application and investigation of the site by appropriate Borough officials discloses that the granting of said application would be in order;


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that an Outdoor Sidewalk Café license be issued to the applicant in accordance with the filed application, subject to all requirements set forth in N.P.R.G.O. 14-10 and the following conditions:

1.  Restaurant management shall keep the outdoor dining area clear of litter, food


     scraps and soiled dishes and utensils at all times.


2.  Trash receptacles shall be provided in outdoor dining areas used for consuming


     take-out items unless public trash receptacles are located nearby.


3.  At the end of each business day, the establishment is to clean and sweep the


     entire sidewalk in and around the outdoor dining area.


4.  No debris shall be swept, washed, or blown into the sidewalk, gutter or street.


5.  Trash receptacles shall be emptied daily.


6.  If awnings or umbrellas are used, they shall be washed whenever they become


     dirty.


7.  Applicant must not block adjacent doorway with any tables, chairs 

or planters, and must maintain six (6) feet of clear space between tables/planters

and curb and/or structures to ensure A.D.A. compliance.


RESOLUTION NO. 05-29-12-01b  RESOLUTION CONSENTING TO THE PROPOSED WATER QUALITY MANAGEMENT PLAN (WQMP) AMENDMENT ENTITLED, “COUNTYWIDE WASTEWATER MANAGEMENT PLAN FOR THE COUNTY OF SOMERSET, NEW JERSEY:  FUTURE WASTEWATER SERVICE AREAS”


WHEREAS, the Somerset County Board of Chosen Freeholders and Somerset County Planning Board desire to provide for the orderly development of wastewater facilities throughout the County of Somerset; and


WHEREAS, the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection (NJDEP) requires that proposed wastewater treatment and conveyance facilities and wastewater service areas, as well as related subjects, be in conformance with an approved Water Quality Management Plan; and


WHEREAS, the NJDEP has established the WQMP amendment procedure as the method of incorporating changes to the previously adopted wastewater service areas consistent with the requirements established in N.J.A.C. 7:15-5.24; and


WHEREAS, a proposed WQMP amendment noticed in the New Jersey Register on May 21, 2012 for the “Countywide Wastewater Management Plan for the County of Somerset:  Proposed Future Wastewater Service Areas,” has been prepared by the Somerset County Planning Board in coordination with the Borough of North Plainfield and the NJDEP;


WHEREAS, the Somerset County Planning Board continuously coordinated its work on the proposed “Future Wastewater Service Areas” with the North Plainfield Wastewater Management Planning Committee appointed by the Mayor, NJDEP, affected property owners, sewer authorities and other stakeholders, and compiled and submitted the site-specific documentation required to achieve NJDEP acceptance of the proposed “Future Wastewater Service Areas” in accordance with NJDEP’s interim review process; and


WHEREAS, all wastewater management planning work by the Somerset County Planning Board has been undertaken in a transparent manner with meaningful public participation through the provision of certified notices to property owners affected by proposed modifications to the sewer service area (SSA) boundaries; posting of maps illustrating the proposed SSA boundaries and related geographic information datasets on the County Planning Board website; issuing public press releases regarding said postings; and hosting the NJDEP Public Meeting on the proposed SSAs on January 20, 2011, in accordance with the requirements of NJDEP Commissioner Martin’s Administrative Order 2010-03; and


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, on this 29th day of May, 2012, by the Governing Body of the Borough of North Plainfield that:  


1.  The Council of the Borough of North Plainfield hereby consents to the amendment entitled, “Countywide Wastewater Management Plan for the County of Somerset:  Future Wastewater Service Areas,” noticed on 29th May 2012, prepared by the Somerset County Planning Board for the purpose of its incorporation into the applicable WQMPs. 


2.  This Resolution shall be submitted to the NJDEP in accordance with N.J. 7:15-3.4.


3.  Copies of this Resolution shall be provided to the Board of Chosen Freeholders of the County of Somerset; Somerset County Planning Board and the North Plainfield Wastewater Management Planning Committee. 

RESOLUTION NO. 05-29-12-01c  RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH COUNCIL AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO EXECUTE ALL TREATMENT WORKS APPROVAL PERMITS FOR THE WEST END AVENUE SANITARY SEWER SYSTEM IMPROVEMENTS

WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield has consented to the re-lining of the West End Sanitary Sewer Line in the vicinity of Greenbrook Road and Crosson Place and the improvements which flow therefrom; and, 


WHEREAS, this improvement will be performed under the authority of Curtis Berger, developer of the proposed White Tiger Laundromat on Rt. 22, subject to the supervision and approval of Hatch Mott MacDonald; and,


WHEREAS, the improvement is expected to permit the Borough’s sanitary sewer system to have adequate capacity to accommodate the proposed development of the laundromat; and,


WHEREAS, in furtherance of said sanitary sewer project, the Borough of North Plainfield has retained the professional services of Hatch Mott MacDonald to serve as the Professional Engineer; and,


WHEREAS, in furtherance of said sanitary sewer project, Hatch Mott MacDonald has advised the Borough that the State of New Jersey, Department of Environmental Protection, Division of Water Quality requires the Borough to make application for a Treatment Works Approval Permit; and,


WHEREAS, the aforesaid Treatment Works Approval Permit Application requires in various locations the signature of the “owner/applicant,”


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey, hereby authorizes the Mayor to sign and/or execute as the “owner/applicant” any and all such documents that may come before him as provided by Hatch Mott MacDonald, in furtherance of the West End Avenue Treatment Works Approval process without the need for any further formal action of this Council.    
RESOLUTION NO. 05-29-12-01d  BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey that the Treasurer is hereby authorized to refund the following:

Refund of Dumpster Bond:

Leon Cole

$ 200.00

1400 Randolph Road

Plainfield, NJ  07060  
RESOLUTION NO. 05-29-12-01e  BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, that the Borough Tax Collector is authorized to make the following refunds:
Refund Property Tax Overpayment:

Block 101 Lot 19

$  1,410.24

Mr. & Mrs. Michael Puca
2nd Quarter 2012




137 Duer Street








North Plainfield, NJ  07060 
RESOLUTION NO. 05-29-12-01f  BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, that the Borough Tax Collector is authorized to make the following refunds:

Tax Sale Certificate

Amount

Lienholder
Block 200 Lot 8.07 condo
$  2,903.92

Stonefield Invest. Fund I


Certificate #10-00180




21 Robert Pitt Drive, Suite 202

Premium


       100.00

Monsey, NY  10952




RESOLUTION NO. 05-29-12-01h  WHEREAS, the following organization has been issued identification number 352-5-27290 by the New Jersey Legalized Games of Chance Control Commission and has submitted applications to conduct raffles; and


WHEREAS, investigation has shown that this organization meets the requirements for the issuance of raffles licenses;


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Clerk be and is hereby authorized to issue a raffles license to the following:

West End School PTA

447 Greenbrook Road, North Plainfield

On-premises 50-50 cash raffle - RL-1100

June 4, 2012, 6:00-8:00 p.m.


Mr. Merrill presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption:

RESOLUTION NO. 05-29-12-01g  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that the attached bills of the accounts named and for the amounts stated, having been duly audited and found to be correct as of this 29th day of May, 2012, the same be paid; and that the Mayor and Chief Financial Officer are hereby authorized to sign and deliver warrants for the same.

Seconded by Mr. La Ronde with Roll Call as follows:


Ayes:  La Ronde, Merrill, Righetti, Singleterry, Stabile


Abstain:  Forbes 


Resolution carried 5-0-1.  

COMMUNICATIONS:

	Somerset County
	Re:  Public Improvements Award Allocation Worksheet for CD Communities   

	State of New Jersey Department of Transportation

Trenton, NJ
	Re:  2012 Transportation Enhancement Program

	NJ Transit
	Re:  Public Hearing Notice

	Somerset County Planning Board

Somerville, NJ
	Re:  Special Planning Chair and Subarea Meetings 

	Frank D’Amore

North Plainfield, NJ
	Re:  Violation of 11-4



	
	Re:  Violation of 7-3.8

	
	Re:  Violation of 11-4.2

	
	Re:  Violation 22-115.26



REQUESTS FOR AGENDA ITEMS:  None.   
PUBLIC COMMENT: 
Frank D’Amore, Sr., 40 Willow Avenue, North Plainfield, commented on the buildings and grounds portion of the 2012 budget, specifically the $200,000.00 for the Lincoln Place parking lot acquisition and improvements.  Remarking that $150,000.00 was budgeted in 2007 for the acquisition of the house on Lincoln Place, he questioned if those funds are a part of the proposed $200,000.00 and if not, how was the $150,000.00 spent?  Praising the Department of Public Works for cutting the grass and weeds at 40-42 Washington Avenue, the speaker questioned the amount the owners will be charged.  Advising that a $1,000.00 lien was placed against a Mountain Avenue property for this same service last year, he stressed his concerns with property owners not paying off their liens.  
Mr. Hollod explained that $1,000.00 is the standard charge and the lien will remain on the property until the funds have been recovered.  Advising that the Bond Ordinance monies in 2007 were used to acquire one of the houses on Lincoln Place, he confirmed that a portion of the funds remain and will be used to pave the parking lot behind the municipal building.               
COMMENTS BY MAYOR, ADMINISTRATOR AND COUNCIL MEMBERS:

Commenting on behalf of Mayor Giordano, Mr. Hollod thanked everyone involved in the Memorial Day services.  Remarking on the success of the May 19 electronics recycling day, he advised that the Borough and County had shared the expense.  Announcing that the Street Fair will be held on June 9, the Administrator reminded that applications are still being accepted.  
Mrs. Forbes thanked Mr. Phoenix, Ms. Cain and Mr. Hollod for their help in putting together the Sustainable Jersey Diversity Workshop.  
Mr. Singleterry wished to clarify that North Plainfield, not Somerset County, had initiated the electronics recycling day.

Council President Stabile addressed Mr. D’Amore’s comments regarding the impending demolition of the Cop Shop.  Due to repeated flooding and the growth of mold inside the building, it was determined that a raised building without a basement would be more practical.  Commenting on the VIP Honda radio commercial, the Council President assured that VIP is a tremendously loyal member of the community always offering their support of Borough events.  Mr. Merrill added that the Special Events Committee will address these concerns with VIP when they solicit donations for the Fourth of July parade and fireworks.            
Motion to adjourn by Mr. La Ronde, seconded by Mr. Merrill and carried unanimously.


Meeting adjourned at 8:08 p.m.







Borough Clerk

Council President


                           05/29/12


