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DRAFT MINUTES
These are the Draft Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Borough Council of North Plainfield, NJ  held on Monday , 24 September 2012.  Every attempt has been made to make these as comprehensive and conclusive as possible.

However, as it is a draft document, it is not to be construed as a formal depiction of the official conduct of business and is subject to revision up to and following the Governing Body’s actual approval of same.  If changes are necessary, revised minutes will be posted to the website.

MINUTES of the Regular Meeting of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield held on Monday, September 24, 2012 at 8:19 p.m. at the North Plainfield Community Center, 614 Greenbrook Road, North Plainfield, New Jersey.


PRESENT:


Council Members:
Mary H. Forbes 

Lawrence La Ronde
Everett Merrill  




Frank Righetti





Douglas M. Singleterry




Frank “Skip” Stabile, Council President 


Also Present:

Michael Giordano, Mayor





David E. Hollod, Business Administrator





Eric M. Bernstein, Esq., Borough Attorney





Richard K. Phoenix, RMC, Borough Clerk 


ABSENT:

Council Members:
Keiona R. Miller (excused)
The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag was led by Council President Stabile.  
Council President Stabile read the following Notice of Compliance:


"This is a Regular Meeting of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, scheduled by resolution of the Council adopted on December 12, 2011.  Adequate notice of this meeting was given pursuant to N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq. by transmitting said notice to the Courier News, The Star-Ledger and WKMB Radio on December 13, 2011, by publication of the announcement in the Courier News of December 15, 2011 and by posting a copy of this notice on the bulletin boards in the Municipal Building and Memorial Library reserved for such purpose."

The Clerk had submitted copies of the minutes of the Agenda Conference and Regular Meeting of August 13, 2012.

Council President Stabile called for a Roll Call on the minutes:


Agenda Conference and Regular Meeting of August 13, 2012:  


Ayes:  Forbes, La Ronde, Merrill, Righetti, Singleterry

Abstain:  Stabile     

CONSENT AGENDA 
Council President Stabile stated that all matters listed on the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine in nature and will be approved by one motion.  There will be no separate discussion of these items.  If any discussion is desired by Council, that particular item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and will be considered separately. 
Mrs. Forbes requested that item “j” be removed for a separate vote. 

Mr. Merrill presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption:


RESOLUTION NO. 09-24-12-01 BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that resolutions numbered

09-24-12-01a, b, c, d, e, f, g, h, and i
having been placed on the Consent Agenda and there having been no objection thereto, the same are hereby approved.


Seconded by Mr. La Ronde and on Roll Call carried all six voting aye.
APPROVED RESOLUTIONS:


RESOLUTION NO. 09-24-12-01a  RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH COUNCIL REJECTING ALL BIDS RECEIVED FOR THE CONSTRUCTION OF THE GERAUD AVENUE SANITARY SEWER LINE PUMP STATION 

WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield has committed to the construction of the Geraud Avenue Sanitary Sewer Line and the Improvements which flow therefrom; and,

WHEREAS, in furtherance of said sanitary sewer project, the Borough of North Plainfield has retained the professional services of Hatch Mott MacDonald to serve as the Professional Engineer; and


WHEREAS, in furtherance of said sanitary sewer project, the Borough of North Plainfield has, consistent with Local Public Contracts Law, advertised and solicited bids for the construction of a pump station with two submersible pumps; and


WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield has through the services of the Professional Engineer, determined an estimated cost for the construction of said pump station project, consistent with the advertised scope of work; and

WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield in relying upon the estimated cost as determined by the Professional Engineer, obtained grant funding and made certain appropriations in the Borough of North Plainfield’s 2012 capital budget; and


WHEREAS, a review of all the responsive bids received by the Borough of North Plainfield for the construction of the Geraud Avenue pump station substantially exceed the cost estimate prepared by the Professional Engineer and substantially exceed the monies appropriated by the Borough of North Plainfield for said project.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield hereby authorizes the Mayor or his duly authorized designee, to reject all those bids received for the following reasons:

1. Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:13.2(a), the lowest bid received substantially exceeds the cost estimate for the project as set forth in the scope of work; and

2. Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:13.2(b), the lowest bid substantially exceeds the Borough of North Plainfield’s appropriation for the project; and


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Professional Engineer is hereby authorized to immediately do all that is necessary to re-advertise the project for an additional one month period and to make any changes in design specifications to the scope of work so that the estimated cost can be achieved, and


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that all bid bonds received to date shall be returned to the companies submitting the rejected bids.

RESOLUTION NO. 09-24-12-01b  A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE SUBMISSION OF THE BOROUGH OF NORTH PLAINFIELD YEAR 2013 MUNICIPAL ALLIANCE REQUEST FOR APPLICATION WITH SOMERSET COUNTY BOARD OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS 
WHEREAS, the County of Somerset has issued a request for application which would provide $16,987.00 to the Borough of North Plainfield for the provision of municipal alliance activities for prevention of alcoholism and drug abuse in the Borough of North Plainfield;
WHEREAS, Borough of North Plainfield will secure a 75% match of $12,740.25 of in-kind services and a 25% cash match of $4,246.75 will be raised by the Municipal Alliance Committee or provided by the municipality and a copy of the proposed agreement is on file in the office of the Borough of North Plainfield Clerk; and,

WHEREAS, the provisions of this Resolution rescind all of the terms and conditions and authorizations of Resolution No. 07-23-12-01b, which was adopted by the North Plainfield Borough Council at a meeting held on July 23, 2012.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Borough Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey that it hereby authorizes the Mayor and Borough Clerk to sign the original of this agreement.  

RESOLUTION NO. 09-24-12-01c  WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield desires to authorize the sale of various surplus equipment no longer in use by the Borough at public sale pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-36 to the highest bidder;

1.
The Borough of North Plainfield hereby declares that the above-described surplus equipment is no longer needed for public use.

2.
The Borough of North Plainfield, its officers and attorney are hereby authorized and directed to take any and all steps necessary to proceed with a public sale of said surplus equipment.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Police Department be and hereby is authorized and directed to sell said surplus equipment at a public auction to be held on the Internet on the website www.propertyroom.com commencing October 9, 2012; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that any monies received as a result of said auction shall be paid into the general municipal treasury in accordance with the provisions of N.J.S.A. 40A:11-36; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Clerk shall cause a notice of said auction, designating the time and place therefore, to be published in an official newspaper of the Borough not less than 10 days prior to the date of said public auction.

RESOLUTION NO. 09-24-12-01d  RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE BOROUGH OF NORTH PLAINFIELD TO ACCEPT A GRANT FROM THE ASSOCIATION OF NEW JERSEY ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSIONS (ANJEC)

WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield, desires to develop an Environmental Resource Inventory (ERI); and,

WHEREAS, said Environmental Resource Inventory (ERI) for the Borough of North Plainfield will consist of a set of GIS Maps, narratives, figures and tables describing the natural and environmentally significant features of the Borough of North Plainfield; and,

WHEREAS, in an effort to provide said services to the citizens of North Plainfield in the most cost effective and efficient manner possible, the Borough has applied for and received a grant from the Association of New Jersey Environmental Commissions (ANJEC) to develop an Environmental Resource Inventory in and for the Borough of North Plainfield; and,

WHEREAS, the GRANT as awarded by the Association of New Jersey Environmental Commissions is done so under the 2012 SUSTAINABLE LAND USE PLANNING GRANT in the amount of Seven Thousand ($7,000.00) Dollars.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey that it does hereby authorize the Mayor or the Borough Clerk, to sign and/or execute any and all such documents that may come before him as presented by the Association of New Jersey Environmental Commissions (ANJEC), in furtherance of the 2012 SUSTAINABLE LAND USE PLANNING AGREEMENT to be awarded to the Borough of North Plainfield in the amount of Seven Thousand ($7,000.00) Dollars.  
RESOLUTION NO. 09-24-12-01e  RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE BOROUGH OF NORTH PLAINFIELD TO ENGAGE THE SERVICES OF AMY S. GREENE, ENVIRONMENTAL CONSULTANTS TO DEVELOP AN ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCE INVENTORY (ERI)

WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield desires to develop an Environmental Resource Inventory; and,


WHEREAS, said Environmental Resource Inventory (ERI) for the Borough of North Plainfield will consist of a set of GIS Maps, narratives, figures and tables describing the natural and environmentally significant features of the Borough of North Plainfield; and,


WHEREAS, Amy S. Greene, Environmental Consultants is in the business of helping to develop Environmental Resource Inventories for local governing bodies throughout the State of New Jersey; and,


WHEREAS, Amy S. Greene, Environmental Consultants has submitted Proposal P9540, dated August 31, 2012, wherein  Amy S. Greene, Environmental Consultants sets forth a complete scope of work for the development of an Environmental Resource Inventory for the Borough of North Plainfield; and,


WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield desires to enter into a contract for services with Amy S. Greene, Environmental Consultants to develop an Environmental Resource Inventory for the Borough of North Plainfield, consistent with the terms and conditions set forth in Proposal P9540; and,


WHEREAS, in an effort to provide said services to the citizens of North Plainfield in the most cost effective and efficient manner possible, the Borough has applied for and received a grant from the Association of New Jersey Environmental Commissions to develop an Environmental Resource Inventory in and for the Borough of North Plainfield; and,


WHEREAS, the grant as awarded by the Association of New Jersey Environmental Commissions (ANJEC) is done so under the 2012 SUSTAINABLE LAND USE PLANNING GRANT in the amount of Seven Thousand ($7,000.00) Dollars; and,


WHEREAS, the costs and fees associated with the services to be provided to the Borough of North Plainfield by Amy S. Greene, Consultants for the development of an Environmental Resource Inventory (ERI) will in part, be paid by the 2012 SUSTAINABLE LAND USE PLANNING GRANT provided by the Association of New Jersey Environmental Commissions (ANJEC).


NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, does hereby authorize the Mayor and the Borough Clerk, to sign and/or execute Proposal P9540 submitted by Amy S. Greene, Environmental Consultants for the development of an Environmental Resource Inventory in and for the Borough of North Plainfield in the amount set forth in said Proposal, the cost of which will be offset by the ANJEC grant.


RESOLUTION NO. 09-24-12-01f  REQUESTING APPROVAL OF INSERTION OF $14,000.00 FOR THE 2012 BUDGET REVENUE AVAILABLE FROM THE SAFE AND SECURE GRANT


WHEREAS, N.J.S. 40:4-87 provides that the Director of Local Government Services may approve the insertion of any special item of revenue in the budget of any municipality when such item shall have been made available by law and the amount thereof was not determined at the time of the adoption of the budget, and

WHEREAS, said Director may also approve the insertion of any item of appropriation for equal amount.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Borough of North Plainfield hereby requests the Director of the Division of Local Government Services to approve the insertion of an item of revenue in the budget of the year 2012 in the sum of $14,000.00 which item is now available as a revenue from the Safe and Secure Grant.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a like sum of $14,000.00 be and the same is hereby appropriated under the caption of:

Safe and Secure Grant
RESOLUTION NO. 09-24-12-01g  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that the Borough Tax Collector is authorized to make the following refunds:
Tax Sale Certificate

Amount

Lienholder
Block 99 Lot 34

$  1,082.91

Stonefield Investment II
Certificate #11-00106




21 Robert Pitt Dr. #202
Premium


       400.00

Monsey, NY  10952
Block 81 Lot 7

$  1,528.64

Stonefield Investment II
Certificate #11-00085






Premium


       400.00



Block 156.01 Lot 1

$  1,054.98

Singh Real Estate

Certificate #11-00162




555 W. Lincoln Drive
Premium


       600.00

Marlton, NJ  08053
Block 156.01 Lot 13

$20,967.20

FNA Jersey Lien Services 

Certificate #11-00163




575 Route 70, 2nd Floor

Premium


  12,000.00

Brick, NJ  08723

Block 76 Lot 22

$     503.18

Kavita

Certificate #10-00065




3 Mershon Lane








Plainsborough, NJ  08536

Block 76 Lot 22

$     198.30

JN Properties

Certificate #09-00259




175 Market Street

Premium


       100.00

Paterson, NJ  07505
Block 59 Lot 6

$     807.40

John Palumbo

Certificate #11-00071




54 Stella Drive

Premium


       300.00

Bridgewater, NJ  08807
Block 125 Lot 2

$22,660.26

FNA Jersey Lien Services

Certificate #10-00113




575 Route 70, 2nd Floor

Premium


       800.00

Brick, NJ  08732
Block 86 Lot 4

$  1,728.75

John Palumbo

Certificate #11-00091




54 Stella Drive

Premium


       400.00

Bridgewater, NJ  08807

Block 28.03 Lot 25.03
$  1,205.82

Inna Gelin

Certificate #11-00034




1662 E. 24th Street

Premium


       500.00

Brooklyn, NY  11229

Block 156.01 Lot 31

$74,790.29

George Shrier

Certificate #08-00151




201 South 2nd Avenue








Highland Park, NJ  08904

Block 48 Lot 16

$  2,444.02

SB/Muni Cust Capit One

Certificate #10-00049




6600 N Andrews Ave. #282

Premium


       400.00

Ft. Lauderdale, FL  33309

Block 35 Lot 27

$15,003.05

Virgo Municipal Finance

Certificate #11-00040




PO Box 1227

Premium


    4,300.00

Hoboken, NJ  07030


RESOLUTION NO. 09-24-12-01h  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that the Borough Tax Collector is authorized to make the following refunds:

Refund Property Tax Overpayment:
Block 200 Lot 7.02 condo
$  1,034.63

Michael Pellegrino
3rd Quarter 2012




22 Craig Place








North Plainfield, NJ  07060




RESOLUTION NO. 09-24-12-01i  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that it does hereby authorize the issuance of licenses to drive a taxicab for calendar year 2012, pursuant to N.P.R.G.O. 4-1 et seq., to the following in accordance with the applications heretofore submitted:
Silvia Cruz



Esmelin D. Mercado

125 Liberty Street


311 West End Avenue

Plainfield, NJ  07060


North Plainfield, NJ  07060

 

           Marcelo Freire

 

        65 Myrtle Avenue



North Plainfield, NJ  07060

Mr. Merrill presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption:
RESOLUTION NO. 09-24-12-01j  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that the attached bills of the accounts named and for the amounts stated, having been duly audited and found to be correct as of this 24th day of September, 2012, the same be paid; and that the Mayor and Chief Financial Officer are hereby authorized to sign and deliver warrants for the same.
Seconded by Mr. La Ronde with Roll Call as follows:

Ayes:  La Ronde, Merrill, Righetti, Singleterry, Stabile

Abstain:  Forbes 

COMMUNICATIONS:

	Frank D’Amore 

North Plainfield, NJ
	Re:  Violation 11-4.2

	
	Re:  Mattress in Parking Area

	
	Re:  Violation 22-115.7

	
	Re:  Violation 7-3.8

	
	Re:  Violation 11-4.3

	
	Re:  Violation of Conditions Approved by the North Plainfield Board of Adjustment 

	State of New Jersey Department of Transportation

Trenton, NJ
	Re:  Applications for the New Jersey Department of Transportation’s (NJDOT) FY 2013 State Aid Programs 

	PSE&G 
	Re:  Notice to Public Service Electric and Gas Company Electric Customers

	State of New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection

Trenton, NJ
	Re:  Notice of Administrative Completeness Treatment Works Approval Application No. 12-0201

	Thalia Saloukas, Chairperson

Shade Tree Advisory Board
	Re:  Somerset Street Scape Tree Inventory 

	
	Re:  Letters to Jim Rodino Regarding Borough Trees

	New Jersey Transit 
	Re:  Public Hearing Notice 

	Plainfield Area Regional Sewerage Authority

Middlesex, NJ
	Re:  September 6, 2012 Meeting Agenda and July 12, 2012 Meeting Minutes 

	Plainfield Area Humane Society

Plainfield, NJ
	Re:  Animal Care and Control for August 2012

	New Jersey American Water

Voorhees, NJ
	Re:  Petition of New Jersey American Water Company, Inc. to Change the Levels of its Purchased Water Adjustment Clause and Purchased Wastewater (Sewerage) Treatment Adjustment Clause 

	
	Re:  Petition of New Jersey American Water Company, Inc. for Authorization to Implement a Tariff Supplement Establishing a Distribution System Improvement Charge 

	Vastola, Fackelman & Sullivan

Middlesex, NJ
	Re:  Denninger Associates, LLC vs. Planning Board of the Borough of North Plainfield and the Borough of North Plainfield 

	AccuTech Environmental Services, Inc.

Keyport, NJ
	Re:  Remedial Action Protectiveness/Biennial Certification Form – Groundwater 

	John M. Marmora, Esq., Attorney for Applicant

Costco Wholesale Corp.

Newark, NJ
	Re:  Public Notice Borough of North Plainfield Planning Board – September 26, 2012

	North Plainfield Board of Education


	Re:  Invitation to North Plainfield Public Schools Strategic Plan – Information Session – October 1, 2012

	United States District Court

District of New Jersey
	Re:  Martin Greenblatt v. Howard Klein 

	Hilda Santana

North Plainfield, NJ
	Re:  Notification of Application for Certificate of Appropriateness – 59 Myrtle Avenue 



REQUESTS FOR AGENDA ITEMS:  

Council President Stabile requested the alternate side of the street parking ordinance and the taxi ordinance be added to the next agenda.    
PUBLIC COMMENT: 

Frank D’Amore, Sr., 40 Willow Avenue, North Plainfield, questioned if the Borough had received any communication from the Somerset County Prosecutor’s Office regarding the investigation being conducted on the North Plainfield Rescue Squad; Mayor Giordano answered in the negative.  Addressing Mr. D’Amore’s concerns regarding the illegal removal of trees from Green Acres property by a resident, Mr. Hollod stressed that action will be taken.   
COMMENTS BY MAYOR, ADMINISTRATOR AND COUNCIL MEMBERS:


 Mayor Giordano announced that he will attend the Board of Education’s Strategy meeting next week.  The Mayor reported meeting with representatives from the Somerset County Freeholders to honor Freeholder Peter Palmer for his fifty years of government service. 

Mr. La Ronde announced that the Senior Picnic will be held on Saturday, September 29 from 12:00 Noon to 4:00 p.m.  

Motion to adjourn by Mr. La Ronde, seconded by Mr. Merrill and carried unanimously.


Meeting adjourned at 8:32 p.m.







Borough Clerk

Council President

09/24/12


