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DRAFT MINUTES
These are the Draft Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Borough Council of North Plainfield NJ on Monday, 22 July 2013.  Every attempt has been made to make these as comprehensive and conclusive as possible.

However, as it is a draft document, it is not to be construed as a formal depiction of the official conduct of business and is subject to revision up to and following the Governing Body’s actual approval of same.  If changes are necessary, revised minutes will be posted to the website.

MINUTES of the Regular Meeting of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield held on Monday, July 22, 2013 at 7:46 p.m. at the North Plainfield Community Center, 614 Greenbrook Road, North Plainfield, New Jersey.


PRESENT:


Council Members:
Mary H. Forbes

Lawrence La Ronde 

Keiona R. Miller

Frank Righetti

Frank “Skip” Stabile 





Douglas M. Singleterry, Council President 


Also Present:

David E. Hollod, Business Administrator 

Patricia Melia, Esq., Associate Borough Attorney





Richard K. Phoenix, RMC, Borough Clerk 


ABSENT: 


Council Members:
Everett Merrill (excused) 
The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag was held at the Agenda Conference meeting.   
The Council President read the following Notice of Compliance:


"This is a Regular Meeting of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, scheduled by resolution of the Council adopted on December 10, 2012.  Adequate notice of this meeting was given pursuant to N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq. by transmitting said notice to the Courier News, The Star-Ledger and WKMB Radio on December 11, 2012, by publication of the announcement in the Courier News of December 13, 2012 and by posting a copy of this notice on the bulletin boards in the Municipal Building and Memorial Library reserved for such purpose."

The Clerk had submitted copies of the minutes of the Agenda Conference, Regular Meeting and Executive Session of June 24, 2013.

Council President Singleterry called for a Roll Call on the minutes:  

Agenda Conference, Regular Meeting and Executive Session of June 24, 2013: 


Ayes:  Forbes, La Ronde, Miller, Stabile, Singleterry


Abstain:  Righetti  
CONSENT AGENDA 
Council President Singleterry stated that all matters listed on the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine in nature and will be approved by one motion.  There will be no separate discussion of these items.  If any discussion is desired by Council, that particular item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and will be considered separately.
Mr. Stabile requested that item “g” be removed for a separate vote.  

Mr. La Ronde presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption:


RESOLUTION NO. 07-22-13-01 BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that resolutions numbered

07-22-13-01a, b, c, d, e, f, h, i, j and k
having been placed on the Consent Agenda and there having been no objection thereto, the same are hereby approved.


Seconded by Mr. Righetti and on Roll Call carried all six voting aye. 
APPROVED RESOLUTIONS:

RESOLUTION NO. 07-22-13-01a   WHEREAS, the following applicant has applied for renewal of Plenary Retail Consumption License for the period July 1, 2013 through June 30, 2014 and the submitted application forms are complete in all respects; and

WHEREAS, the applicants are qualified to be licensed according to all statutory, regulatory and local government ABC laws and regulations; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that the Borough Clerk is hereby authorized and directed to issue licenses in accordance with the filed application to the following applicant for the period July 1, 2013 through June 30, 2014:


1814-33-007-007   
Italian American Social Club of North Plainfield NJ Inc




        
403 Somerset Street





North Plainfield, NJ 07060


RESOLUTION NO. 07-22-13-01b  WHEREAS, at the Regular Meeting of the Borough Council of North Plainfield, Resolution No. 01-14-13-03k authorizing person-to-person transfer of Plenary Retail Consumption License 1814-33-007-007 from Italian American Social Club of North Plainfield, NJ, Inc. to Mr. Danny Dominguez, t/a DOMBAR, LLC d/b/a International Club and Sports Bar was adopted; and


WHEREAS, it was determined that the application form was complete in all respects, transfer fees were paid and the license properly renewed for the current license term.  However, certain documentation was found to be unfiled, those being an Alcoholic Beverage Retail License Clearance Certificate for Transfer and a Bulk Sale Permit (BSP) Application.  Therefore, Resolution No. 01-14-13-03k is being rescinded; and


WHEREAS, the missing documentation as described has since been filed by the applicant, Mr. Danny Dominguez, t/a DOMBAR, LLC d/b/a International Club and Sports Bar.  The heretofore missing documentation has been found to be complete in all details; and

WHEREAS, an application has been filed by Mr. Danny Dominguez, t/a DOMBAR, LLC d/b/a/ International Club and Sports Bar, located at 502 Watchung Avenue, Watchung, New Jersey 07069, (hereinafter referred to as “Applicant”) for a person to person transfer of Plenary Retail Consumption License (1814-33-007-007), heretofore issued to Italian American Social Club of North Plainfield, NJ, Inc. for premises located at 403 Somerset Street; and,


WHEREAS, the submitted application form is complete in all respects, the transfer fees have been paid and the license has been properly renewed for the current license term; and,


WHEREAS, the Applicant is qualified to be licensed according to all standards established by Title 33 of the New Jersey Statutes, regulations promulgated thereunder, as well as pertinent local ordinances and conditions consistent with Title 33 of the New Jersey Statutes; and,


WHEREAS, the Applicant has disclosed and the issuing authority has reviewed the source of all funds in the purchase of the license and the licensed business and all additional financing obtained in connection with the license and licensed business and the North Plainfield Police Department has found such to be acceptable.


NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey does hereby approve, effective as of July 24, 2013, the transfer of the aforesaid Plenary Retail Consumption License (1814-33-007-007) to Mr. Danny Dominguez, t/a DOMBAR, LLC d/b/a International Club and Sports Bar, and does hereby direct the Borough Clerk to endorse the license certificate to the new ownership and take all other actions necessary.  Said certificate shall read “This license, subject to all of the terms and conditions, is hereby transferred to Mr. Danny Dominguez, t/a DOMBAR, LLC d/b/a International Club and Sports Bar, effective July 24, 2013.”

RESOLUTION NO. 07-22-13-01c  SUPPORTING PSE&G’s ENERGY STRONG PROGRAM 
WHEREAS, the State of New Jersey has experienced a series of extreme weather events over the last two years, including but not limited to:  Hurricane Irene, the October 2011 snowstorm, Superstorm Sandy and an accompanying Nor’easter; and 

WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield was impacted by said extreme weather events in many ways, including destruction and loss of machinery, equipment, power outages, private property damage, the loss of trees and other damages; and 
WHEREAS, the various storm events have served as evidence of vulnerability of the infrastructure that is relied upon by all residents, business, industry and government; and
WHEREAS, said extreme weather events severely damaged PSE&G’s infrastructure, including but not limited to:  flooded electrical substations due to storm surges, downed power lines and poles due to high winds and fallen trees, as well as the destruction of gas meters due to contact with water; and 

WHEREAS, on January 23, 2013, the New Jersey Board of Public Utilities (“BPU”)  issued an order directing the state’s electric and gas utilities, including PSE&G, to implement certain recommendations in the areas of:  “Preparedness Efforts,” “Communications,” “Restoration and Response,” “Post Event” and “Underlying Infrastructure Issues”; and
WHEREAS, on February 20, 2013, PSE&G submitted an infrastructure filing entitled “Energy Strong”; and
WHEREAS, “Energy Strong” proposes an investment of $3.98 Billion worth of infrastructure projects over a 10-year period to enhance PSE&G’s electrical and gas system, including but not limited to:  fortifying electrical stations, replacing and modernizing cast iron gas mains, deploying smart grid technologies, improving pole distribution systems, creating more redundancies, undergrounding of electricity lines and protecting gas metering stations; and 

WHEREAS, North Plainfield Borough would benefit from the proposed investments in the “Energy Strong” filing;  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Governing Body of North Plainfield in Somerset County, New Jersey hereby formally declares its support for PSE&G’s “Energy Strong” program. 

RESOLUTION NO. 07-22-13-01d  RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH COUNCIL OF NORTH PLAINFIELD AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR AND BOROUGH CLERK TO TERMINATE THE EXISTING PROFESSIONAL SERVICES AGREEMENT WITH BIRDSALL SERVICES GROUP FOR MUNICIPAL ENGINEERING SERVICES 
WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield entered into a Professional Services Agreement with Birdsall Services Group (hereinafter referred to as “Birdsall”) for municipal engineering services; and,   


WHEREAS, based upon an investigation, bankruptcy and/or reorganization facing Birdsall, it has become impossible for Birdsall to perform its obligations under the Professional Services Agreement; and,


WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield desires to terminate the Professional Services Agreement with Birdsall and has duly served Birdsall with written notice of its intent to terminate the Professional Services Agreement, which include, but are not limited to the following: 


2012 Stormwater Services (BSG 15050105000)


Costco Escrow Review (BSG 15050010013)


2012 Capital Road Improvements (BSG 15050107000)


Somerset Street Streetscape Improvements (BSG 15050110000)


614 Greenbrook Road LSRP (BSG 915050101000) 


263 Somerset Street LSRP (BSG 915050101000)


17-19 Dupont Street LSRP (BSG 915050102000)



 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey, that the Borough Council hereby authorizes the Mayor or his designee to terminate the Professional Services Agreement for municipal engineering services with Birdsall Services Group. 

RESOLUTION NO. 07-22-13-01e  RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH COUNCIL AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR AND BOROUGH CLERK TO EXECUTE A PROFESSIONAL SERVICES AGREEMENT WITH GROTTO ENGINEERING ASSOCIATES, L.L.C. FOR MUNICIPAL ENGINEERING SERVICES FOR THE 2013 CALENDAR YEAR 
WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield is in need of a Borough Engineer to provide certain specified Engineering Services for the 2013 calendar year; and,

WHEREAS, Grotto Engineering Associates, L.L.C., with a principal place of business located at 340 North Avenue, Cranford, New Jersey 07016, is in the business of providing Professional Engineering Services and previously submitted a proposal for the following scope of work:


Proposal dated June 14, 2013 – Professional Services Proposal for


2013 Municipal Engineering Services for the Borough of North 


Plainfield, Somerset County, N.J.; and,

WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield is desirous of obtaining the services of Grotto Engineering Associates, L.L.C. to perform all of those services contemplated in the afore referenced Proposal.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Borough Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey that the Borough Council hereby authorizes the Mayor and the Borough Clerk to sign and/or execute the within referenced Professional Services Agreement with Grotto Engineering Associates, L.L.C., without the need for any further action of this Borough Council on behalf of the Borough. 
RESOLUTION NO. 07-22-13-01f  RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH COUNCIL AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR AND BOROUGH CLERK TO EXECUTE A PROFESSIONAL SERVICES AGREEMENT WITH GROTTO ENGINEERING ASSOCIATES, L.L.C. FOR THE 2013 ROAD IMPROVEMENTS PROJECT 
WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield is in need of an engineer to provide certain specified engineering services; and,

WHEREAS, Grotto Engineering Associates, L.L.C., with a principal place of business located at 340 North Avenue, Cranford, New Jersey 07016, is in the business of providing Professional Engineering Services and has previously submitted a proposal for the following scope of work:


Proposal for 2013 Capital Road Improvement Project

WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield is desirous of obtaining the services of Grotto Engineering Associates, L.L.C. to perform all those services contemplated in the afore-referenced Proposal.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Borough Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey hereby authorizes the Mayor and the Borough Clerk to sign and/or execute the within referenced Professional Services Agreement with Grotto Engineering Associates, L.L.C.

RESOLUTION NO. 07-22-13-01h  PROVIDING A GRACE PERIOD FOR THE PAYMENT OF THIRD QUARTER TAXES

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 54:4-64 provides that third quarter tax bills were to be mailed at least 47 days prior to the due date of August 1, 2013; and


WHEREAS, because of the delays, the bills could not be mailed prior to this deadline; and


WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 54:4-66.3d provides that when third quarter tax bills cannot be mailed by June 14, taxes shall not be subject to interest until at least 25 days after the tax bills are mailed.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Governing Body of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey, that the interest charged as per Resolution No. 07-22-13-01h, shall be waived if payment of third quarter tax bills is received by August 26, 2013.  Any payments not made within this time shall be charged interest from the State set due date of August 1, 2013.

RESOLUTION NO. 07-22-13-01i  BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, that the Borough Tax Collector is authorized to make the following refunds:

Tax Sale Certificates


Amount
 
Lienholder
Block 45 Lot 11.02 – condo 

$ 13,859.98

US Bank Cust. For Phoenix 
Certificate #12-00076





50 So. 16th St., Suite 1950


Premium


      
   12,500.00

Philadelphia, PA  19102




  


Block 5 Lot 8.04


$      393.16

Trade Money LLC


Certificate #12-00020





29 Palisades Road




Premium



        200.00

Old Bridge, NJ  08857
Cert. #09-00198


$ 32,426.17

US Bank/Cust. Lien Logic LLC

Block 4.02  Lot 12





50 South 16th St., Suite 1950

Premium



     7,000.00

Philadelphia, PA  19102-2513
Certificate #12-00014


$ 22,292.17

US Bank Cust. for Phoenix

Block 4.02  Lot 12





2 Liberty Place – TLSG 

Premium

                           13,000.00

50 South 16th St., Suite 1950 

Philadelphia, PA  19102

Certificate #11-00213


$   1,625.59

US Bank Cust/Pro Capital 1, LLC

Block 203.06  Lot 43





2 Liberty Place – TLSG

Premium



        200.00

50 South 16th St., Suite 1950









Philadelphia, PA  19102












RESOLUTION NO. 07-22-13-01j  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that the attached bills of the accounts named and for the amounts stated, having been duly audited and found to be correct as of this 22nd day of July, 2013 the same be paid; and that the Mayor and Chief Financial Officer are hereby authorized to sign and deliver warrants for the same.
RESOLUTION NO. 07-22-13-01k  RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF NORTH PLAINFIELD INCREASING THE BID THRESHOLD
WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield’s temporary purchasing agent, Kathleen Intravartolo, has successfully completed the New Jersey state required exam; and

WHEREAS, the Borough wishes to appoint Ms. Intravartolo as the purchasing agent and increase its bid threshold to Thirty-Six Thousand Dollars ($36,000.00).

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey that Kathleen Intravartolo is hereby appointed as purchasing agent for the Borough of North Plainfield and the bid threshold for the Borough of North Plainfield is hereby increased to Thirty-Six Thousand Dollars ($36,000.00). 
Mr. La Ronde presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption:

RESOLUTION NO. 07-22-13-01g  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that it does hereby authorize the issuance of licenses to drive a taxicab for calendar year 2013, pursuant to N.P.R.G.O. 4-1 et seq., to the following in accordance with the applications heretofore submitted:

Juan H. Yanez-Ramos



Sergio Rodas

450 West End Avenue, Apt. 30

40 Manning Avenue, Apt. 6

North Plainfield, NJ  07060


North Plainfield, NJ  07060


Seconded by Mr. Stabile with Roll Call as follows:

Ayes:  Forbes, Miller, Singleterry


Abstain:  La Ronde, Righetti 


Nays:  Stabile 


Resolution carried 3-1-2.   

COMMUNICATIONS:

	Frank D’Amore

North Plainfield, NJ
	Re:  Violations – Debris at Curbside 

	Frank D’Amore

North Plainfield, NJ

	Re:  11-4.3 Unregistered Vehicle   

	Avalon II New Jersey Value II, L.P.

Secaucus, NJ
	Re:  Watchung Planning Board Notice of Public Hearing for 1 Crystal Ridge Drive   

	Plainfield Area Humane Society 

Plainfield, NJ
	Re:  Activity Report for June 2013

	State of New Jersey Department of Transportation

Trenton, NJ
	Re:  New Jersey Department of Transportation’s (NJDOT) FY 2014 State Aid Programs 

	US Bankruptcy Court

District of New Jersey
	Re:  Birdsall Services Group, Inc. 

	Envirotrac Environmental Services

South Plainfield, NJ
	Re:  Receptor Evaluation Form BP Service Station #11494 497 Route 22 



REQUESTS FOR AGENDA ITEMS:  

Mr. La Ronde requested the Resolution regarding Killer Cars be added to the next agenda.  Mrs. Forbes questioned the status of the taxi ordinance; Mr. La Ronde interjected that the draft ordinance awaits consideration. 

PUBLIC COMMENT: 
Frank D’Amore Sr., 40 Willow Avenue, North Plainfield, advised that upon contacting the New Jersey Department of Transportation in regards to the $56,700.00 owed the Borough for the Grove Street sidewalk remediation project, he was advised that the state may return those funds to the general treasury if the Borough does not collect within eighteen months of the execution of the agreement.  Reminding that the execution of the agreement was August of 2012, the speaker inquired after the status of bids for the project.  Mr. Hollod advised that Grotto Engineering will do the specifications for the project.  
Jay Mueslih, 90 Somerset Street, North Plainfield, explained his attempts to purchase a property in town for rental cars.  Advising of his efforts to obtain financing for the closing, the speaker explained that his attorney had been paying the Borough.  Council President Singleterry instructed the speaker to have his attorney contact the Borough.  Mr. Mueslih requested sufficient time with which to finish the closing, approximately thirty to ninety days.  
Anthony Vicari, Comco Realty, thanked the Council for passing the Resolution regarding the liquor license at the former Italian American Club.  He added that Mr. Phoenix had been very helpful in the requisite process.
Anna Cortez, 116 Walnut Street, North Plainfield, distributed a petition opposing the opening of a night club at the site of the former Italian American Club.   
COMMENTS BY MAYOR, ADMINISTRATOR AND COUNCIL MEMBERS:


Commenting on behalf of Mayor Giordano, Mr. Hollod thanked all of those involved in the Fourth of July events and the Kar Nutz Club for their car cruise night.  National Night Out will be held on August 6, he announced.  Our finance office enjoys another level of prestige as Ms. Kitty Intravartolo is now a Qualified Purchasing Agent.  The tax bills will go out soon and include an extended grace period, he concluded.    

Mrs. Forbes thanked the Special Events Committee for an excellent parade, adding that she had heard comments from various people that ours were the best fireworks in the area.


Mr. La Ronde thanked the Special Events Committee for their efforts with the Fourth of July events and invited the Mayor and Council members to the adult recreation barbeque on August 4 from 2:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. at the Vermeule Mansion property.  Over one hundred of the adult participants and their families in rec. programs are expected to attend.

Mr. Righetti thanked the Special Events Committee for a job well done with the Fourth of July festivities.  Announcing that the paving of the Somerset Street overpass should be completed this week, the councilman also reported that Costco anticipates opening as early as the end of summer. 


Council President Singleterry congratulated all involved for an excellent Fourth of July parade.    
Motion to adjourn by Mr. La Ronde, seconded by Mr. Stabile and carried unanimously.

Meeting adjourned at 8:07 p.m.







Borough Clerk

Council President

07/22/13

