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DRAFT MINUTES

These are the Draft Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Borough Council of North Plainfield, NJ on Monday, 24 March 2014.  Every attempt has been made to make these as comprehensive and conclusive as possible.

However, as it is a draft document, it is not to be construed as a formal depiction of the official conduct of business and is subject to revision up to and following the Governing Body’s actual approval of same.  If changes are necessary, revised minutes will be posted to the website.

MINUTES of the Regular Meeting of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield held on Monday, March 24, 2014 at 8:07 p.m. at the North Plainfield Council Chambers, 263 Somerset Street, North Plainfield, New Jersey.


PRESENT:


Council Members:
Mary H. Forbes

Lawrence La Ronde




Keiona R. Miller




Frank Righetti





Douglas M. Singleterry, Council President 


Also Present:
Michael Giordano Jr., Mayor

David E. Hollod, Business Administrator

Anne Marie Rizzuto, Esq., Associate Borough Attorney 

Stephanie Sherwood, RMC, Deputy Borough Clerk

ABSENT:

Council Members:
Everett Merrill (excused) 





Frank “Skip” Stabile (excused) 
The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag was held at the Agenda Conference.    
Council President Singleterry read the following Notice of Compliance:


"This is a Regular Meeting of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, scheduled by resolution of the Council adopted on December 9, 2013.  Adequate notice of this meeting was given pursuant to N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq. by transmitting said notice to the Courier News, The Star-Ledger and WKMB Radio on December 10, 2013 by publication of the announcement in the Courier News of March 20, 2014 and by posting a copy of this notice on the bulletin boards in the Municipal Building and Memorial Library reserved for such purpose."

The Deputy Clerk had submitted copies of the minutes of the Agenda Conference and Regular Meeting of March 10, 2014.

Council President Singleterry called for a Roll Call on the minutes:


Agenda Conference and Regular Meeting of March 10, 2014:  All in favor. 
HEARING:

ORDINANCE NO. 14-02  CALENDAR YEAR 2014 ORDINANCE TO EXCEED THE MUNICIPAL BUDGET APPROPRIATION LIMITS AND TO ESTABLISH A CAP BANK (N.J.S.A. 40A:4-45.14)
The Deputy Clerk read the Ordinance by its title.

PUBLIC COMMENT:  None.  

Motion to close public comment by Mr. La Ronde, seconded by Mr. Righetti and on Roll Call carried all five voting aye.

Ms. Miller presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption:

RESOLUTION NO. 03-24-14-01  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that an ordinance numbered 14-02 be adopted and advertised as required by statute.

Seconded by Mr. La Ronde and on Roll Call carried all five voting aye.

CONSENT AGENDA 
Council President Singleterry stated that all matters listed on the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine in nature and will be approved by one motion.  There will be no separate discussion of these items.  If any discussion is desired by Council, that particular item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and will be considered separately.


Mr. La Ronde presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption:


RESOLUTION NO. 03-24-14-02  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that resolutions numbered

03-24-14-02a, b, c, d, e and f
having been placed on the Consent Agenda and there having been no objection thereto, the same are hereby approved.

 
Seconded by Mr. Righetti and on Roll Call carried all five voting aye.  

APPROVED RESOLUTIONS:

RESOLUTION NO. 03-24-14-02a  RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF NORTH PLAINFIELD TO AUTHORIZE REJECTION OF BID PROPOSALS AND RE-ISSUANCE OF BID PACKAGE FOR TREE MAINTENANCE AND REMOVAL SERVICES (2014-2015)  

WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield previously and by way of Resolution, authorized the issuance of a bid for Tree Maintenance and Removal Services; and,


WHEREAS, the bid was released and three (3) bid proposals were received by the Borough in response to the bid documents; and,


WHEREAS, the Borough Attorney, Eric. M. Bernstein & Associates, LLC, has recommended rejection of each bid proposal and re-issuance of the bid package due to a failure to comply with either applicable law or the bid specifications or both;


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey that the Borough Council hereby rejects all bid proposals received by the Borough on February 28, 2014, in response to the bid solicitation for Tree Maintenance and Removal Services;

RESOLUTION NO. 03-24-14-02b  RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF NORTH PLAINFIELD TO AUTHORIZE EXECUTION BY THE MAYOR AND BOROUGH CLERK OF A RELEASE AND CANCELLATION OF 99-YEAR LEASE BETWEEN BOROUGH OF NORTH PLAINFIELD AND NEW JERSEY AMERICAN WATER COMPANY, PERTAINING TO BLOCK 154.01, LOT 1   

WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield (“the Borough”) owns real property obtained by eminent domain, known as Block 154.01, Lot 1 (“the Property”); and,

WHEREAS, the property is encumbered by a ninety nine (99) year lease given by a former owner in title to the Elizabethtown Water Company, predecessor to the New Jersey-American Water Company, Inc. (“NJAWC”); and,

WHEREAS, NJAWC has no further need for the lease of the Property and has agreed to release and cancel such lease;

WHEREAS, both the Borough and NJAWC have agreed to mutually release each other from any and all claims arising out of the Lease;


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey that the Borough Council hereby authorizes the Mayor and Borough Clerk of the Borough of North Plainfield to execute such Release and Cancellation of 99-Year Lease with the NJAWC.


RESOLUTION NO. 03-24-14-02c   WHEREAS, Luis Chavez has filed an application for a coin-operated amusement devices license for calendar year 2014 for premises known as Tesoro Salvadoreño, 64 Somerset Street, North Plainfield, and has submitted the required fee; and


WHEREAS, review of the application with accompanying sketch and investigation of the site by appropriate Borough officials discloses that the granting of the application would be in order;


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that a coin-operated amusement devices license be granted to said applicant for calendar year 2014 in accordance with the filed application, subject to all conditions and requirements set forth in N.P.R.G.O. 4-2.

RESOLUTION NO. 03-24-14-02d  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that, pursuant to N.P.R.G.O. 4-1 et seq., it does hereby authorize the issuance of licenses for the owner/operation of limousines/taxicabs to the following for two years in accordance with the applications heretofore submitted:




            Farhat Sultana, t/a




      Watchung Limousine LLC




            108 Ridge Avenue




      North Plainfield, NJ  07060


RESOLUTION NO. 03-24-14-02e  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that it does hereby authorize the issuance of a license to drive a taxicab for two years, pursuant to N.P.R.G.O. 4-1 et seq., to the following in accordance with the application heretofore submitted:

                                     Rafael S. Tavarez

                              8 Berkeley Terrace, Apt. B

                                   Plainfield, NJ  07062


RESOLUTION NO. 03-24-14-02f  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that the attached bills of the accounts named and for the amounts stated, having been duly audited and found to be correct as of this 24th day of March, 2014, the same be paid; and that the Mayor and Chief Financial Officer are hereby authorized to sign and deliver warrants for the same.
COMMUNICATIONS:

	Comcast Cable

Union, NJ

Tri-County Chamber of Commerce

South Plainfield, NJ

PSEG

Newark, NJ

New Jersey State League of Municipalities

Trenton, NJ

Division of Local Government Services

Trenton, NJ

Somerset County Election Board

Somerville, NJ
	Changes in Channel Line-Up

Advisories of Various Chamber Meetings

Webinar – Notification of Street Light Outages

Various League Communications and Events

Local Finance Notice 

and various advisories

Somerset County Election Administrator Becomes 
First African-American President of the New Jersey Association of Election Officials (news release)



REQUESTS FOR AGENDA ITEMS:  

Mr. La Ronde requested the Council conduct a review of the Borough Code as many ordinances may be outdated.  
PUBLIC COMMENT:  
Frank D’Amore, 40 Willow Avenue, North Plainfield, voiced his concerns with communications not being distributed to the Board of Adjustment.  Advising that violations exist at 123 Sycamore Avenue, the speaker requested an investigation into same.  Explaining that Mr. D’Amore’s communication had been distributed to the Board of Adjustment, Mr. Rodino noted that it had not been added to the agenda as a topic of discussion. 
COMMENTS BY MAYOR, ADMINISTRATOR AND COUNCIL MEMBERS:
Mayor Giordano announced March 25 is National Agriculture Day and suggested everyone thank a farmer.  St. Baldrick’s Day was held on Saturday, March 22 at the North Plainfield Fire Department, more than $100,000 was raised for the St. Baldrick’s Foundation to help conquer childhood cancer, he reported.  Our Recreation Department will hold an Easter Egg Hunt at Vermeule on April 12 at 2:00 p.m. for children ages 9 and under.   April 13 is Opening Day for Baseball/Softball & T-Ball; a new parade route will start at Green Acres Park and end on Walnut Street between Lower and Upper Krausche Fields.  The annual Friends of Vermeule Yard Sale will be held April 26 from 9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. at the Vermeule property, he concluded.  
Mr. Hollod welcomed everyone to the newly renovated Council chambers.  Advising that there are devices available for those who require hearing assistance, the Administrator noted that the Borough Seal will be affixed to the wall and the former Mayors’ portraits will be hung around the room. 

Mrs. Forbes, Ms. Miller, Mr. Righetti and Council President Singleterry thanked everyone for attending the meeting.
Motion to adjourn by Mr. La Ronde, seconded by Mr. Righetti and carried unanimously.


Meeting adjourned at 8:20 p.m.








Borough Clerk

Council President


                           03/24/14

