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DRAFT MINUTES

These are the Draft Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Borough Council of North Plainfield, NJ on Monday, 9 June 2014.  Every attempt has been made to make these as comprehensive and conclusive as possible.

However, as it is a draft document, it is not to be construed as a formal depiction of the official conduct of business and is subject to revision up to and following the Governing Body’s actual approval of same.  If changes are necessary, revised minutes will be posted to the website.

MINUTES of the Regular Meeting of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield held on Monday, June 9, 2014 at 7:59 p.m. at the North Plainfield Council Chambers, 263 Somerset Street, North Plainfield, New Jersey.


PRESENT:


Council Members:
Mary H. Forbes

Keiona Miller 




Frank Righetti





Frank “Skip” Stabile 





Douglas M. Singleterry, Council President 


Also Present:
Michael Giordano, Jr., Mayor



                 David E. Hollod, Business Administrator

Dominic DiYanni, Esq., Associate Borough Attorney 

Richard K. Phoenix, RMC, Borough Clerk

ABSENT:
           Council Member:
Lawrence La Ronde (excused)

Everett Merrill (excused)
The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag was held at the Agenda Conference.    
Council President Singleterry read the following Notice of Compliance:


"This is a Regular Meeting of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, scheduled by resolution of the Council adopted on December 9, 2013.  Adequate notice of this meeting was given pursuant to N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq. by transmitting said notice to the Courier News, The Star-Ledger and WKMB Radio on April 30, 2014 by publication of the announcement in the Courier News of May 2, 2014 and by posting a copy of this notice on the bulletin boards in the Municipal Building and Memorial Library reserved for such purpose."

The Clerk had submitted copies of the minutes of the Agenda Conference and Regular Meeting of May 12, 2014.

Council President Singleterry called for a Roll Call on the minutes:


Agenda Conference and Regular Meeting of May 12, 2014:  All in favor.

Council President Singleterry announced the following appointment:

APPOINTMENT BY COUNCIL REQUIRING COUNCIL CONFIRMATION:



BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT:



Joel Kenderdine 



Four-Year Term


Council President Singleterry announced the following:

PRESENTATION:



Laurie Weigand-Jackson from Utility Advantage discussed


energy aggregation

HEARING:
ORDINANCE NO. 14-03  AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND, REVISE AND SUPPLEMENT THE BOROUGH CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF NORTH PLAINFIELD CHAPTER II, ENTITLED “ADMINISTRATION,” TO ADD ARTICLE 6, ENTITLED “GOVERNMENT PROGRAMS” AND SECTION TO ESTABLISH A MUNICIPAL “GOVERNMENT AGENCY AGGREGATION PROGRAM” FOR ELECTRICITY 

The Clerk read the Ordinance by its title.

PUBLIC COMMENT:  None.  

Motion to close public comment by Mr. Stabile, seconded by Mr. Righetti and on Roll Call carried all five voting aye.

Mrs. Forbes presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption:  

RESOLUTION NO. 06-09-14-01  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that an ordinance numbered 14-03 be adopted and advertised as required by statute. 

Seconded by Mr. Righetti and on Roll Call carried all five voting aye.

HEARING:
ORDINANCE NO. 14-04  AN ORDINANCE TO REVISE, AMEND AND SUPPLEMENT THE BOROUGH CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF NORTH PLAINFIELD CHAPTER XIV, ENTITLED “STREETS, SIDEWALKS AND SANITATION,” MOST NOTABLY SECTION 14-10.7, ENTITLED “OUTDOOR SIDEWALK CAFES/TERM OF LICENSE/RENEWALS” AND 14-10.8, “REGULATION OF OUTDOOR SIDEWALK CAFES” (as amended)

The Clerk read the Ordinance by its title.

PUBLIC COMMENT:  None.  

Motion to close public comment by Mr. Stabile, seconded by Mr. Righetti and on Roll Call carried all five voting aye.

Ms. Miller presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption:  

RESOLUTION NO. 06-09-14-02  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that an ordinance numbered 14-04 be adopted and advertised as required by statute. 

Seconded by Mr. Righetti and on Roll Call carried all five voting aye.

Ms. Miller presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption: 

RESOLUTION NO. 06-09-14-03  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that an ordinance numbered 14-05 be read by its title by the Clerk and be passed on its first reading and advertised as required by statute, fixing June 23, 2014 at 7:30 p.m. or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, as the time and the North Plainfield Council Chambers, 263 Somerset Street, North Plainfield, New Jersey as the place for hearing and final adoption.


Seconded by Mr. Righetti and on Roll Call carried all five voting aye. 

The Clerk read the ordinance by its title as follows:

ORDINANCE NO. 14-05  AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND, REVISE AND SUPPLEMENT THE BOROUGH CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF NORTH PLAINFIELD, CHAPTER XXII, ENTITLED “LAND DEVELOPMENT,” ENTITLED MOST NOTABLY SECTION 22-119.6(b)(5) ENTITLED “SIGNS IN THE BUSINESS ZONE DISTRICTS/ALL OTHER FREESTANDING SIGNS” BY CREATING THE ABILITY TO HAVE FREESTANDING BANNER SIGNS  
CONSENT AGENDA 
Council President Singleterry stated that all matters listed on the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine in nature and will be approved by one motion.  There will be no separate discussion of these items.  If any discussion is desired by Council, that particular item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and will be considered separately.
Council President Singleterry requested item “f” be removed for a separate vote.  
Mr. Stabile presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption:


RESOLUTION NO. 06-09-14-04  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that resolutions numbered

06-09-14-04a, b, c, d, e, g, h, i, j, k and l
having been placed on the Consent Agenda and there having been no objection thereto, the same are hereby approved.

 
Seconded by Mr. Righetti and on Roll Call carried all five voting aye.  

APPROVED RESOLUTIONS:
RESOLUTION NO.  06-09-14-04a   RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF NORTH PLAINFIELD ACCEPTING PROJECT KNOWN AS 2013 CAPITAL ROADWAY IMPROVEMENTS, AUTHORIZING RELEASE OF PERFORMANCE GUARANTEES, ACCEPTING MAINTENANCE BOND AND APPROVING FINAL PAYMENT NO. 5
WHEREAS, a project known as the Borough of North Plainfield 2013 Capital Roadway Improvements Project was approved by a Resolution of the Borough Council of North Plainfield; and,


WHEREAS, Reivax Contracting, the Contractor, has previously posted performance guarantees for the guarantee of the installation of the required public improvements under the Contract;


WHEREAS, Reivax Contracting has now completed the project in accordance with the terms and conditions of the contract and has submitted a final payment request and a maintenance bond;


WHEREAS, the Borough Engineer, Grotto Engineering Associates, LLC, by Senior Project Manager David J. Testa, P.E., C.M.E. in a letter dated May 13, 2014, has recommended acceptance of the public improvements, release of the performance guarantee, acceptance of the one (1) year maintenance bond, and approval of the final payment;


WHEREAS, the Borough Attorney/Director of Law Eric M. Bernstein, Esq. has reviewed the recommendations of David J. Testa, P.E., and concurs with his recommendations; 


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey, that with respect to the project known as “2013 Capital Roadway Improvements” located within the Borough of North Plainfield, 



The project is accepted in its entirety;



The performance guarantees may be released;



The maintenance bond is accepted; and,



The payment of Final Payment Application No. 5 is approved.

RESOLUTION NO. 06-09-14-04b  RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF NORTH PLAINFIELD AWARDING A CONTRACT PURSUANT TO PUBLIC BID AND AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR AND BOROUGH CLERK TO EXECUTE A CONTRACT WITH CAFFREY TREE & LANDSCAPE, LLC 

WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield was and continues to be in need of tree maintenance and removal services; and,


WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield solicited public bids for tree maintenance and removal services for the calendar years 2014 and 2015 and submissions were received on the due date of May 13, 2014; and, 


WHEREAS, Director of Law Eric M. Bernstein, Esq., and the offices of Eric M. Bernstein & Associates, LLC have reviewed the bid submissions and recommend the award of the bid to Caffrey Tree & Landscape, LLC, at the hourly rate of $120.00 per hour for both calendar year 2014 and for calendar year 2015; and,


WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield finds that Caffrey Tree & Landscape, LLC is eminently qualified to perform tree maintenance and removal services and is the lowest responsible bidder; 


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey that the Borough awards a contract to Caffrey Tree & Landscape, LLC for tree maintenance and removal services for the year 2014 and, subject to positive review of contract performance by the Borough Administrator in December 2014, also awards said contract to Caffrey Tree & Landscape, LLC for calendar year 2015 subject to said condition; and


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor and Borough Clerk are hereby authorized to execute a contract for calendar year 2014 for the provision of tree maintenance and removal services with Caffrey Tree & Landscape, LLC; and


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that upon the Borough Administrator’s positive review of contract performance in December 2014, the Mayor and Borough Clerk are hereby authorized to execute a contract for the Year 2015 for the provision of tree maintenance and removal services with Caffrey Tree & Landscape, LLC.


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the award of this Contract in 2014 and continuation in 2015 shall be subject to the Certification of the Borough’s Chief Financial Officer as to the availability of funds for payment for same; and,


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the award is made pursuant to and consistent with the Local Public Contracts Laws of the State of New Jersey.

RESOLUTION NO. 06-09-14-04c  BE  IT  RESOLVED  by the Council of the Borough of North  Plainfield  that JOEL KENDERDINE is hereby appointed Member to the BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT of this Borough to serve for the legal term expiring at 12:00 noon on January 1, 2018 and until his successor shall have been appointed and qualified.

RESOLUTION NO. 06-09-14-04d  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that it does hereby grant permission for the public display of fireworks on July 12, 2014; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that all appropriate permissions, clearances and conventions appertaining to the traditional North Plainfield Independence Day Parade be granted and appropriately applied to the scheduled municipal festivities of Monday, July 4, 2014; and

 BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED that any fees regarding these municipally sponsored activities are hereby waived.
RESOLUTION NO. 06-09-14-04e   BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that it does hereby authorize the Mayor and Borough Clerk to execute an Agreement with Garden State Fireworks, Inc., P.O. Box 403, 383 Carlton Road, Millington, NJ 07946-2002 for the public display of fireworks on July 12th, 2014 with a rain date of July 19, 2014 for an amount not to exceed $9,000.00.

RESOLUTION NO. 06-09-14-04g  SUPPORTING THE CLICK IT OR TICKET MOBILIZATION OF MAY 19 – JUNE 1, 2014    
Whereas, there were 591 motor vehicle fatalities in New Jersey in 2012; and

Whereas, a large percentage of the motor vehicle occupants killed in traffic crashes were not wearing a seat belt; and

Whereas, use of a seat belt remains the most effective way to avoid death or serious injury in a motor vehicle crash; and

Whereas, the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration estimates that 135,000 lives were saved by safety belt usage nationally between 1975-2000; and

Whereas, the State of New Jersey will participate in the nationwide Click It or Ticket seat belt mobilization from May 19 – June 1, 2014 in an effort to raise awareness and increase seat belt usage through a combination of enforcement and education; and

Whereas, the Division of Highway Traffic Safety has set a goal of increasing the seat belt usage rate in the state from the current level of 91% to 92%; and

Whereas, a further increase in seat belt usage in New Jersey will save lives on our roadways;

Therefore, be is resolved that the Borough Council of North Plainfield declares its support for the Click It or Ticket seat belt mobilization both locally and nationally from May 19 – June 1, 2014 and pledges to increase awareness of the mobilization and the benefits of seat belt use.

RESOLUTION NO. 06-09-14-04h  WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:5-17 allows for the cancellation of property tax overpayments or delinquent amounts of less than $10.00;

BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that the Tax Collector is hereby authorized and directed to cancel all property tax overpayments and/or delinquencies in the amounts of less than $10.00, in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:5-17.

RESOLUTION NO. 06-09-14-04i  WHEREAS, the following applicant has filed applications for Outdoor Sidewalk Café licenses for the period ending October 31, 2014:  Peter Eddy, t/a Eddy’s Kitchen LLC, 525 Somerset Street, North Plainfield

WHEREAS, review of the application and investigation of the site by appropriate 

Borough Officials discloses that the granting of said applications would be in order;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North 

Plainfield that an Outdoor Sidewalk Café license be issued to the applicant in accordance with the filed application, subject to all requirements set forth in N.P.R.G.O. 14-10 and the following conditions:


1.  Restaurant management shall keep the outdoor dining area clear of litter, food


     scraps and soiled dishes and utensils at all times.


2.  Trash receptacles shall be provided in outdoor dining areas used for consuming


     take-out items unless public trash receptacles are located nearby.


3.  At the end of each business day, the establishment is to clean and sweep the


     entire sidewalk in and around the outdoor dining area.


4.  No debris shall be swept, washed, or blown into the sidewalk, gutter or street.


5.  Trash receptacles shall be emptied daily.


6.  If awnings or umbrellas are used, they shall be washed whenever they become


     dirty.


7.  Applicant must not block adjacent doorway with any tables, chairs 

or planters, and must maintain six (6) feet of clear space between tables/planters

and curb and/or structures to ensure A.D.A. compliance.

RESOLUTION NO. 06-09-14-04j  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that it does hereby authorize the issuance of a license to drive a taxicab for two years, pursuant to N.P.R.G.O. 4-1 et seq., to the following in accordance with the application heretofore submitted:

Marco A. Vasconez


Pablo C. Montero-Montalvo

144 Somerset Street, 2B

1620 West 3rd Street

North Plainfield, NJ  07060

Plainfield, NJ  07063 

Esmelin D. Mercado


Miguel A. Carrillo

311 West End Avenue

426 David Street

North Plainfield, NJ  07060

South Amboy, NJ  08879   



Fausto J. Morales-Rodriguez 



        14 Linden Avenue



 North Plainfield, NJ  07060                    


RESOLUTION NO. 06-09-14-04k  REQUESTING APPROVAL OF INSERTION OF $28,749.12 FOR THE 2014 BUDGET REVENUE AVAILABLE FROM THE CLEAN COMMUNITIES PROGRAM GRANT  

WHEREAS, N.J.S. 40:4-87 provides that the Director of Local Government Services may approve the insertion of any special item of revenue in the budget of any municipality when such item shall have been made available by law and the amount thereof was not determined at the time of the adoption of the budget, and


WHEREAS, said Director may also approve the insertion of any item of appropriation for equal amount.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Borough of North Plainfield hereby requests the Director of the Division of Local Government Services to approve the insertion of an item of revenue in the budget of the year 2014 in the sum of $28,749.12 which item is now available as a revenue from the Clean Communities Program Grant.


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a like sum of $28,749.12 be and the same is hereby appropriated under the caption of:

Clean Communities Program Grant


RESOLUTION NO. 06-09-14-04l  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that the attached bills of the accounts named and for the amounts stated, having been duly audited and found to be correct as of this 9th day of June, 2014 the same be paid; and that the Mayor and Chief Financial Officer are hereby authorized to sign and deliver warrants for the same.

Mr. Stabile presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption:


RESOLUTION NO. 06-09-14-04f  Whereas, Joint Base McGuire-Dix-Lakehurst, Picatinny Arsenal, Naval Weapons Station Earle, the 177th Air National Guard Wing in Atlantic City, the Cape May Coast Guard Training Center are major federal assets in the State of New Jersey; and revenues; and

Whereas, the Rutgers Economic Advisory Service, R/ECON™ recently conducted a study which measured and modeled the economic contribution to the state’s economy of our military installations; and
Whereas, the Rutgers Economic Advisory Service determined that, in net, the federal government spent nearly $4.8 billion within the state, which generates over 45,600 jobs that pay about $2.6 billion and add about $3.8 billion of wealth to state residents; and
Whereas, the $4.8 billion in annual federal spending results in $9.6 billion in net business

revenues; and
Whereas, of this total, $6.5 billion is net wealth was added in the form of Gross Domestic Product by the State; and

Whereas, of this GDP total, over $4.0 billion is in the form of labor income that supports an estimated 73,234 jobs, a number greater than the combined employment of the State’s communications and chemical industries; and

Whereas, all New Jersey military installations make significant individual and collective contributions to the capabilities of our Armed Forces and our national security; and
Whereas, maintaining and expanding this military core is nearly as critical for its continued economic welfare as it is to the State’s homeland security missions; and

Whereas, in an era of Federal fiscal austerity, policy-makers in our Nation’s Capital will be asked to consider proposals to reduce defense spending and the size of our uniformed services; 

Now, therefore, be it resolved that the Governor and the State Senate and Assembly should take immediate steps to protect these valuable military assets, in recognition of their vital importance to our Nation’s and our State’s security; and

Be it further resolved that the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield joins with the New Jersey League of Municipalities in calling on our State leaders to work in concert to promote the preservation, growth and development of our New Jersey military facilities.


Seconded by Mr. Righetti with Roll Call as follows:


Ayes:  Forbes, Miller, Righetti


Nays:  Stabile, Singleterry


Resolution failed 3-2.  
COMMUNICATIONS:

	Department of Transportation, State of NJ

Trenton, NJ
	Advising of Funding for FY 2014 Projects

	Stern & Eisenberg, PC

Cherry Hill, NJ
	Notice of 119 Westervelt Ave. Sheriff Sale



	Stern & Eisenberg, PC

Cherry Hill, NJ

US Bankruptcy Court

NJ State League of Municipalities

Trenton, NJ
	Proposed Settlement of Controversy:

Collection Action against NBC Group, Inc.

and Scara-Mix, Inc.

Various advisories and newsletter



	Plainfield Area Humane Society

Plainfield, NJ
	April 2014 Report and Billing



	NJ Dept. of Environmental Protection

Trenton, NJ
	Radon Awareness Program advisory



	Somerset County Planning, Somerville, NJ
	June 9th Meeting on Proposed COAH Rules

	Nicholas Ciampa

North Plainfield, NJ
	Traffic Enforcement and Stop Sign Request



	The Land Conservancy of NJ

Boonton, NJ
	Green Acres Funding Deadline and Application Requirements

	NJ Dept. of Environmental Protection

Trenton, NJ
	2014 Clean Communities Grant 

Information

	North Plainfield Shade Tree Advisory Board

Ken Wedeen, Somerset County Planning Board

Somerville, NJ

PSE&G, Newark, NJ

Slack Environmental Services

Kenilworth, NJ

Nicholas Ciampa

Friends of Vermeule Mansion

Sara Malone, Rutgers University

New Brunswick, NJ

Linda Van Zandt

County of Somerset

Ken Wedeen, Planner

County of Somerset

NJ Dept. of Environmental Protection

Trenton, NJ

Raymond S. Murray, Green Brook Flood Control

Commission, Green Brook, NJ

William Baker, The Radio Source

Zeeland, Michigan

Graham Contracting Ltd. 

Seattle, Washington

Vastola Fackelman & Sullivan, P.C.

Middlesex, NJ
	Illegally Trimmed Tree at 64 Myrtle Avenue 

Details from Raritan Valley Rail Coalition

Appreciation for support of Energy Strong

Unrestricted Use – Borough Facilities

Setting of Millstone at Mansion Site

2014 Sustainable Raritan River Awards

Help Curb Hunger Donations at Patriots’ Park

Meeting – Proposed New COAH Rules

Raritan Valley Rail Coalition Meeting

Improved Water Quality Results

Financial Disclosure Statement Filing

Spectrum Monitor Article re:  TIS 

AM Radio Stations 

Maintenance Surety Bond re:  Costco

Person-to-Person Transfer, Plenary Retail Distribution License



REQUESTS FOR AGENDA ITEMS:  None.  
PUBLIC COMMENT:  
John Langenbach, 112 Jackson Avenue, North Plainfield, thanked the Police Department for their continued efforts to raise awareness of the dangers associated with using a cell phone while driving.  Urging for the return of court sessions to North Plainfield, the speaker noted the economic benefits of doing so.  

Herb Tarbous, property owner, Somerset Street, North Plainfield, voiced his concerns with the establishment located at 210 Somerset Street, most notably noise complaints and public urination.  Advising that bars in North Plainfield remain open one hour later on Monday mornings than those in Plainfield, the speaker encouraged an earlier closing time in town.  Acknowledging the speaker’s complaint, the Council President proposed discussion of the bars’ closing times at the next meeting.  
COMMENTS BY MAYOR, ADMINISTRATOR AND COUNCIL MEMBERS:

Mayor Giordano reminded everyone that the Street Fair will be held June 14, the Fourth of July parade will be held on July 4 and the concert and fireworks will be held on July 12. 

Mr. Hollod thanked everyone for their sympathies after the passing of his mother. 
Motion to adjourn by Mr. Righetti, seconded by Mr. Stabile and carried unanimously.


Meeting adjourned at 8:34 p.m.








Borough Clerk

Council President


                           06/09/14

