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DRAFT MINUTES

These are the Draft Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Borough of

North Plainfield, NJ held on Monday, 9 February 2015.  Every attempt has been made to make these as comprehensive and conclusive as possible.

However, as it is a draft document, it is not to be construed as a formal depiction of the official conduct of business and is subject to revision up to and following the Governing Body’s actual approval of same.  If changes are necessary, revised minutes will be posted to the website.

MINUTES of the Regular Meeting of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield held on Monday, February 9, 2015 at 7:55 p.m. at the North Plainfield Council Chambers, 263 Somerset Street, North Plainfield, New Jersey.


PRESENT:


Council Members:
Everett Merrill




Keiona R. Miller  





Frank Righetti




Wendy Schaefer  





Douglas M. Singleterry
Frank “Skip” Stabile   







Lawrence La Ronde, Council President 


Also Present: 
Michael Giordano, Jr., Mayor



                 David E. Hollod, Business Administrator

Eric M. Bernstein, Esq., Borough Attorney 

Richard K. Phoenix, RMC, Borough Clerk

Council President La Ronde read the following notice:


“It is anticipated that an Executive Session on the topic of Contractual Matters will be called tonight.  It is expected that the Executive Session will be called approximately ten minutes into this meeting.  Following the Executive Session, formal action may be taken prior to the Public Comment segment of tonight’s meeting.”

Council President La Ronde read the following Notice of Compliance:


"This is a Regular Meeting of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, scheduled by resolution of the Council adopted on December 8, 2014.  Adequate notice of this meeting was given pursuant to N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq. by transmitting said notice to the Courier News, The Star-Ledger and WKMB Radio on December 10, 2014 by publication of the announcement in the Courier News of December 12, 2014 and by posting a copy of this notice on the bulletin boards in the Municipal Building and Memorial Library reserved for such purpose."

The Clerk had submitted copies of the minutes of the Agenda Conference, Board of Health and Regular Meeting of January 12, 2015.

Agenda Conference, Board of Health and Regular Meeting of January 12, 2015:  

Ayes:  Merrill, Righetti, Schaefer, Singleterry, Stabile, La Ronde

Abstain:  Miller  


HEARING:

ORDINANCE NO. 15-01  AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF NORTH PLAINFIELD ESTABLISHING FEES CONCERNING REDEMPTION OF TAX SALE CERTIFICATE

The Clerk read the Ordinance by its title.

PUBLIC COMMENT:  None. 

Motion to close public comment by Mr. Stabile, seconded by Mr. Righetti and on Roll Call carried all seven voting aye.

Mr. Stabile presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption:  

RESOLUTION NO. 02-09-15-01  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that an ordinance numbered 15-01 be adopted and advertised as required by statute. 

Seconded by Mr. Righetti and on Roll Call carried all seven voting aye.


Mr. Merrill presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption:

RESOLUTION NO. 02-09-15-02  BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of North Plainfield that an Ordinance numbered 15-02 be read by its title by the Borough Clerk and be passed on its first reading and advertised as required by statute, fixing February 23, 2015 at 7:30 p.m. or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, as the time and the North Plainfield Borough Council Chambers, 263 Somerset Street, North Plainfield, New Jersey as the place for hearing and final adoption.


Seconded by Mr. Stabile and on Roll Call carried all seven voting aye.  

The Clerk read the ordinance by its title as follows:

ORDINANCE NO. 15-02  AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF NORTH PLAINFIELD EXECUTING MUTUAL AID AGREEMENT FOR POLICE SERVICES 

CONSENT AGENDA 
Council President La Ronde stated that all matters listed on the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine in nature and will be approved by one motion.  There will be no separate discussion of these items.  If any discussion is desired by Council, that particular item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and will be considered separately.

Mr. Singleterry presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption:


RESOLUTION NO. 02-09-15-03  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that resolutions numbered

02-09-15-03a, b, c, d, e, f, g, h, i, j and k
having been placed on the Consent Agenda and there having been no objection thereto, the same are hereby approved.

 
Seconded by Mr. Righetti and on Roll Call carried all seven voting aye.  


APPROVED RESOLUTIONS:

RESOLUTION NO. 02-09-15-03a  SAFE AND SECURE COMMUNITIES PROGRAM

RESOLUTION OF PARTICIPATION

A RESOLUTION APPROVING PARTICIPATION WITH THE STATE OF NEW JERSEY FEDERAL GRANT PROGRAM ADMINISTERED BY THE DIVISION OF CRIMINAL JUSTICE, DEPARTMENT OF LAW AND PUBLIC SAFETY.

Whereas, the Borough of North Plainfield wishes to apply for funding of approximately $90,000 with a match of $340,205 for an approximate project total cost of $430,205 for a project under the State of New Jersey Safe and Secure Neighborhoods Grant Program, and

Whereas, the North Plainfield Borough Council has reviewed the accompanying application and has approved said request, and

Whereas, the project is a joint effort between the Department of Law and Public Safety and the Borough of North Plainfield for the purpose described in the application;

Therefore, be it resolved by the North Plainfield Borough Council that

1. As a matter of public policy, the Borough of North Plainfield wishes to

participate to the fullest extent possible with the Department of Law and

Public Safety.

2. The Attorney General will receive funds on behalf of the applicant.

3. The Division of Criminal Justice shall be responsible for the receipt

and review of the application for said funds.

4. The Division of Criminal Justice shall initiate allocations to each applicant

as authorized.


RESOLUTION NO. 02-09-15-03b  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that the Tax Collector is hereby authorized and directed to create duplicate tax sale certificates as follows:

Block 16, Lot 19   116-20 Oneida Ave.  

Certificate #12-00039 issued 10/23/12.
RESOLUTION NO. 02-09-15-03c  WHEREAS, NJSA 54:5-19.1 authorizes electronic tax sales pursuant to rules and regulations to be promulgated by the Director of the Division of Local Government Services, and

WHEREAS, the rules and regulations require a municipality to send three (3) notices of sale to all properties included in said sale; and

WHEREAS, the rules and regulations allow said municipality to charge a fee of $25.00 per notice for the creation, printing and mailing of said notice; and 

WHEREAS, in an effort to more fairly assign greater fiscal responsibility to delinquent taxpayers, the Borough of North Plainfield wishes to charge $25.00 per notice mailed which will be assessed specifically to the delinquent accounts that are causing the need for a tax sale and not to the general tax base. 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that a fee of $25.00 per notice be established and is hereby authorized and directed to be charged for each notice of tax sale that is sent in conjunction with the 2015 electronic tax sale.


RESOLUTION NO. 02-09-15-03d  WHEREAS, NJSA 54:5-19.1 authorizes electronic tax sales pursuant to rules and regulations to be promulgated by the Director of the Division of Local Government Services, and


WHEREAS, the Director of the Division of Local Government Services has promulgated rules and regulations for pilot programs, and 


WHEREAS, the Director of the Division of Local Government Services has approved NJ Tax Lien Investors/RealAuction.com to conduct pilot programs, and


WHEREAS, the rules and regulations authorize a municipality to submit an application for participation in the pilot program for an electronic tax sale, and


WHEREAS, an electronic tax sale is innovative and provides a greater pool of potential lien buyer, thus creating the environment for a more complete tax sale program for an electronic tax sale process, and


WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield wishes to participate in the pilot program for an electronic sale.

BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that Constance S. Ludden is hereby authorized and directed to complete an application to participate in the electronic tax sale program and submit same to the Director of the Division of Local Government Services.


RESOLUTION NO. 02-09-15-03e  WHEREAS, on a property known as block 157, lot 17, a.k.a. 934 NJSH 22 East, payments totaling $36,239.84 in 2011 and $37,247.89 in 2012 were made for property taxes; and


WHEREAS, Tax Court Judgment docket #016825-2011 & #013325-2012 has reduced the assessed value by $154,100 each year; and


WHEREAS, in accordance with the Stipulation of Settlement, refund of funds submitted shall be made payable to Wells, Jaworski & Liebman, LLP.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that the Treasurer is hereby authorized and directed to refund a total of $10,308.36 ($9,099.60 prin. & $1,208.76 statutory interest) to Wells, Jaworski & Liebman FBO Einstein-Moomjy 22 Company, LLC @ 12 Route 17 North, PO Box 1827, Paramus, NJ  07653, and the records of the Tax Collector’s office be accordingly adjusted.
RESOLUTION NO. 02-09-15-03f  WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:5-17 allows for the cancellation of property tax overpayments and/or delinquent amounts of less than $10.00; and

WHEREAS, in an effort to improve the financial integrity of the Borough it is recommended that said credit and balance amounts be transferred to/from surplus.

BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, that the Tax Collector is hereby directed to transfer said credits and/or balances to surplus and the Chief Financial Officer is authorized to make the necessary corresponding entries.  


RESOLUTION NO. 02-09-15-03g  WHEREAS, on a property known as Block 6.01, lot 53.07, CONDO, a.k.a. 401 Highway 22, a payment totaling $601.82 was made on 11/3/14 by CoreLogic on behalf of Cenlar Federal Savings Bank; and


WHEREAS, on 10/29/14 a payment of $601.82 was made on this property by the homeowner, creating an overpayment of $601.82; and


WHEREAS, it has been determined that the overpaid amount should be returned to Cenlar c/o CoreLogic, per their request.


NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that the Treasurer is hereby authorized and directed to refund $601.82 to Cenlar c/o CoreLogic, P.O. Box 961250, Fort Worth, TX 76161, and the records of the Tax Collector’s office be accordingly adjusted.




RESOLUTION NO. 02-09-15-03h  RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH COUNCIL OF NORTH PLAINFIELD AUTHORIZING EXECUTION OF SIX (6) TRAFFIC CONTROL SIGNAL AGREEMENTS WITH THE COUNTY OF SOMERSET FOR THE OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE OF TRAFFIC SIGNALS AT SIX (6) INTERSECTIONS IN THE BOROUGH 
WHEREAS, traffic conditions exist at the following named intersections located in the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, which require the installation of a traffic control signal at each intersection to minimize the possibility of vehicular and pedestrian related crashes:
Watchung Avenue (CR 531) and Mountain Avenue (CR 642);

Greenbrook Road (CR 636) and Rock Avenue (CR 645);

Greenbrook Road (CR 636) and Clinton Avenue;

Greenbrook Road (CR 636) and Grove Street;

Mountain Avenue (CR 642) and Norwood Avenue / North Drive; and,

Mountain Avenue (CR 642) and Somerset Street;
WHEREAS, it is necessary to expedite the safe conduct and movement of pedestrian and vehicular traffic; and,
WHEREAS, the Borough has indicated a willingness to permit the installation of a traffic control signal at the above-mentioned intersections; and,
WHEREAS, the County of Somerset has agreed to a revised form of agreement pertaining to the operation and maintenance of the traffic control signals;
WHEREAS, Director of Law and Borough Attorney Eric M. Bernstein and the law firm of Eric M. Bernstein & Associates, LLC, have reviewed and approved the form of agreement as revised.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey, that the Borough is authorized to enter into such agreements and that the Mayor be and is hereby authorized to execute the agreements with the County of Somerset covering each traffic signalization for each intersection set forth herein and that the Borough Clerk is authorized to witness such signature on each agreement.


RESOLUTION NO. 02-09-15-03i  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that the Tax Collector is hereby authorized and directed to create duplicate tax sale certificates as follows:

Block 192, Lot 8   737 Ayres Ave.  

Certificate #13-00281 issued 12/4/13


RESOLUTION NO. 02-09-15-03j  WHEREAS, Watchung Hills at North Plainfield had a number of tax appeals covering several properties and years pending before the Tax Court of New Jersey; and,


WHEREAS, these matters were resolved between the parties requiring the recalculation of monies owed on these properties, necessitating the cancellation of monies owed through calendar year 2014 as determined by the Borough Attorney in consultation with the Tax Collector.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey that $5,324.69 shall be cancelled as to taxes and related calculations regarding all of the properties owned by Watchung Hills at North Plainfield for calendar year 2014 and the Borough Tax Collector shall take the appropriate actions to effectuate same.

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this resolution shall take effect immediately.

RESOLUTION NO. 02-09-15-03k  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that the attached bills of the accounts named and for the amounts stated, having been duly audited and found to be correct as of this 9th day of February, 2015 the same be paid; and that the Mayor and Chief Financial Officer are hereby authorized to sign and deliver warrants for the same.


Mr. Singleterry presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption:


RESOLUTION NO. 02-09-15-04   BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that prior to the adjournment of this meeting it shall convene in executive session from which the public will be excluded for the purpose of discussion on: 

Negotiations involving IAFF Local 2958 and IAFF Local 2983

Exclusion of the public for this purpose is specifically permitted by N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq.   The contents of this discussion will not be disclosed until such time as the disclosure of same will not adversely affect the public interest and upon resolution of the Council.  Formal action may be taken following end of executive session.


Seconded by Mr. Righetti and on Roll Call carried all seven voting aye.

Mr. Bernstein proposed holding the Executive Session at the end of the meeting.  All Council members agreed.    

COMMUNICATIONS:

	Somerset County Office of Public Information

Somerville, NJ
Richard K. Phoenix, RMC – Borough Clerk &

Chief Operator, WPQJ970 – 1630-AM Radio
Tri-County Chamber of Commerce

South Plainfield
New Jersey State League of Municipalities

Trenton, NJ
NJ American Water

Voorhees, NJ

NJ Highlands Coalition

Boonton, NJ

Frank N. D’Amore Sr.

North Plainfield

Comcast

Union, NJ

Raritan Valley Rail Coalition

Somerville, NJ

Public Service Electric & Gas

Newark, NJ

Local Government Services

Trenton, NJ

Dawn Navinns

New Brunswick, NJ

Tri-County Chamber of Commerce

South Plainfield, NJ

Somerset County Library System

North Plainfield

Various North Plainfield residents

Accutech Environmental Services, Inc.

Keyport, NJ

Maureen L.Murphy, RMC

Tinton Falls Borough Clerk

NJ Transit

Newark, NJ

NJ Conservation Foundation

Far Hills, NJ

Information Station Specialists

Zeeland, Michigan

Plainfield Area Regional Sewerage Authority

Middlesex, NJ

NJ Dept. of Environmental Protection

Trenton, NJ
	Various Communications, Advisories and News Releases
Calendar Updates and Advisories

Time-Sensitive Radio Scripts
Results of Surplus Vehicle Auction
Newsletters & Advisories

Various advisories and reports

Hearings:  Change levels of Purchased Water and Wastewater Treatment Adjustment Clauses

Newsletters

Property Maintenance Reports

Newsletter

One Seat Ride Activities

Construction Plains, Energy Insights

Various advisories

Rutgers University Day

Newsletters/Advisories

Free Mardi Gras Concert

Request for hash marks outlining parking

Evaluation of Future Water Use Planning

R-15-022 Supporting, Recognizing and 

Honoring the Service of Law Enforcement Officers

Disparity Study – Registration Open

“To Your Health” Educational Conference

The Source newsletter

Meeting Minutes and Agendas

Model Noise Ordinance Changes
	
	



REQUESTS FOR AGENDA ITEMS:  

Mr. Stabile requested discussion of the noise ordinance at the next meeting. 

PUBLIC COMMENT:   

(Name and address indistinguishable), shared his concerns with Plainfield’s taxi ordinance, specifically the prohibition on North Plainfield taxis servicing Plainfield residents.  Councilman La Ronde suggested the gentleman address his concerns with Plainfield.   
COMMENTS BY MAYOR, ADMINISTRATOR AND COUNCIL MEMBERS:

Mayor Giordano and all Council members offered their condolences to John Langenbach’s family, noting that his volunteerism, generosity and humor will be missed.  
Council President La Ronde called for a recess at 8:21 p.m.

EXECUTIVE SESSION

Motion to come out of Executive Session by Ms. Miller, seconded by Mr. Stabile and carried unanimously.   

Mr. La Ronde reconvened the meeting at 8:32 p.m. with all seven council members present at the beginning of the meeting still present.   

Mr. Bernstein explained that in Executive Session, the Council had discussed details of two collective bargaining agreements involving IAFF Local 2958 and IAFF Local 2983.  Mr. Bernstein requested a motion to authorize the Mayor and Borough Clerk to execute the collective bargaining agreements with IAFF Local 2958 and IAFF Local 2983.
Motion was made by Mr. Singleterry, seconded by Mr. Righetti and carried unanimously.
Motion to adjourn by Mr. Stabile, seconded by Mr. Righetti and carried unanimously.


Meeting adjourned at 8:36 p.m.








Borough Clerk

Council President


                           2/9/15

